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Sitting Left to Right

Prof. (Dr.) Puran Singh, Prof. Pramijit Singh, Prof. (Dr.) Ashwani Bhalla, Prof. (Dr.) Mukesh Arora, Principal Dr. Dharam Singh Sandhu, Dr. Harbans
Singh, Prof. Inderjit Kaur, Dr. Bhupinder Kaur, Prof. Harmeet Kaur Jhajj

Standing Left to Right

Aakash Kabir Singh, Kiranjit Singh Palli, Parminder Singh, Simran Kaur, Mansi, Simrat Kaur, Simranjit Kaur, Mr. Mukesh Kumar, Ramandeep Singh

Sitting Left to Right

Ishman Singh, Prof. (Dr.) Mukesh Arora (Dean Students' Welfare), Principal Dr. Dharam Singh Sandhu, Dr. Harbans Singh, Prof. Inderjit Kaur (Associate
Dean Students' Welfare), Harsimrat Kaur

Standing Left to Right

Saurav, Akshit Jain, Mehak Chawla, Vaishnavi, Gurleen Kaur, Rajwinder Kaur, Simran Kaur, Chanchal, Jaskamal Kaur, Jyoti Singh, Chetan Kumar, Sahil
Bains, Smakash Malhotra, Bhupesh Sood, Vikas Kumar, Harinder Singh, Ranbir, Manpreet Singh



Message From The

Principal’s Desk

Dear students,

Like every new beginning, this academic session 2019 — 2020 too is tinged with fresh hopes
and expectations. This college is in the hundredth year of its inception which is an occasion
torejoice as well as to introspect deeply. When we proudly enumerate the names of all those
people who have brought glory to the institution in all walks of life, we silently acknowledge
to our own selves that now the mantle of responsibility is upon our shoulders to carry
forward the torch of excellence and add to the resplendent galaxy of stars.

The college introduces you to an academically challenging environment that will make you
push yourself beyond your comfort zone to put in just that little more effort for it is this
little something that will make all the difference. Challenges are essential to personal
growth. It is only when we are faced with challenges that we delve into ourselves and
discover a hidden strength, which we were unaware of till then. One immediate challenge
before us all is to be able to set our priorities right in today's world of distractions. This is
possible only if we look critically within ourselves, think creatively and direct our efforts
towards whatis relevant.

The college endeavours to provide a stimulating environment through academics, sports
and co-curricular activities to heighten the self - motivation and self - esteem of the
students. The college magazine 'Satluj' is also a step in this direction. It offers
opportunities to you to give expression to your literary talents and it also documents the
important milestones that we, as an institution have covered in the last academic year.

Happy reading!

w e
DR. DHARAM SINGH SANDHU
PES-I



Message From The

Editor’s Desk

Dear Students,

I feel immensely pleased and indebted to Principal Dr.
Dharam Singh Sandhu, the driving force of this
prestigious institution for giving me the privilege to
present this issue of 'Satluj' magazine to you on the
occasion of centenary celebrations of Satish Chander
\ _/ Dhawan Government College, Ludhiana. Principal

Sandhu is really a man of action and men of action are
dreamers. Only great minds have dreams others have wishes. These out of body
experiences are the outcome of strong positive thoughts and will to achieve the desired
outcome. Dear students, dream with passion if you want to achieve the name of the
game. Dreams really come true. Start taking steps to reach the desired mark and never
let your enthusiasm wane. Your dreams will enable you to lay a plan and firm up your
faith in your capabilities. Select what you want from life; plan the best and future will
always be yours. Remember, Rome was not built in one day. It took years of focus and
persistence to write Face Book's algorithm. The capacity to succeed is inherent in all
individuals. At present, you are at the stage of your life, where you are answerable only
to yourself. Be prepared to own up your action because ultimately it is action that
counts and does wonders. The outcome of dedicated and rightly done action
automatically creates favorable effect. You are to manage and control your actions
keeping in view the pie in the sky. If you want to garner success in excellence learn to
take risk in life. Erica Jong rightly puts, “If you do not risk anything, you risk even
more.” Take initiatives, become the driver of your actions not the passengers. Action is
like a heavy stone splashed in the ocean of space, creating endless ripples, all knocking
on the shore. Your world will become meaningful if you become the creator of ripples
as well as the dispenser of the same. You youngsters can do a lot to improve the scenario
of the world by excelling not only in academics but also in other fields concerning the
welfare of mankind.

Dear students, on the occasion of centenary celebrations of your Alma Mater, let's
pledge to transform our dreams into reality with surging confidence by surmounting
rocky steps and follow the footprints of the real mentor of this 'light house' who has
been working ceaselessly to transform your dreams into reality.

Be thou thy hero and crown yourself with glory!

I congratulate all SCDians on the hundredth anniversary. Celebrate life and celebrate
your present! PROF. INDERJIT KAUR
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Preze Deistrniboution Function 2018-19

Sh. S.K. Sandhu, I1As, Additional Chief Secretary, Higher Education & Languages, Government of Punjab
presided over the Annual Prize Distribution Function 2019
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Dr. Harblas Heera
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Mrs. Iradeep Dr. D.R. Bhatti former DGP Punjab
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Shyam Sunder
SSBS Course,
OTA KAMPTEE

CUO - Nishant Sehgal

Best Cadet
Army Wing

SUO - Kuldip Kumar
Best Commander
Air Wing

CUO - Arshdeep Singh

Best in Firing
Army Wing

CUO - Lalit Kohli
Army Wing

4

Shivam Bawa
Cleared
JAM Entrance

Test

CUO - Raminder Singh
Best Firing Army Wing

Nehal Wadera
Selected Captain of
under 19 Indian
Cricket Team
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Vice Chairman of Bharti Enterprises Sh. Rakesh Bharti Mittal

S. Ujjal Dosanjh Former member of the Canadian House of Commons
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Dr. Sarabijit Singh (Retd.), Punjab Agricultural University



Annaal Sports eet 2018-19

Chief Guest Dr. Satish Sharma, Director DAV College Managing Committee presided over the Annual Sports Meet (Day-1)
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Chief Guest S. Sukhdev Singh Pannu, Arjuna Awardee, presided over the Annual Sports Meet (Day-2)







Aunnal Convacation 2018-19

Dr. Parvinder Singh, Controller of Examinations, PU. Chandigarh presided over the Annual Convocation -2018




Government Evening College showing their Solidarity with the armed forces Gurjant Singh of B.A. llird won Individual Ist in
by organising a Candle march against the Pulwama attack. Zonal Youth Festival and Individual lInd in Inter Zonal

Youth Festival

Folk Dance 'Ludi' of Evening College won Ist position in Zonal Youth Festival and llird Position in Inter Zonal Youth Festival



S. Savinder Singh Savi S. Sehajpreet Singh Mangat S. Jaswant Singh Sandeela Mrs. Harinder Kaur Sohi
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Dr. Sarabijit Gill, Dept. of Chemistry S. Paramijit Singh (SLA, Dept. of Physics)



%cteamw Galore 2018-19

|-u| h

h
i illilll |"|'I l
AL
07 G I DRTANA
1 HAE UNTVERY

\'_I_-'| |

Quiz Team (Mathematics)

Heritage Quiz Team
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Releasing previous Conference's Proceedings Souvenir of Youth Festival being released



EXTENSION LECTURE

€0 Govi, College, Ludhiana

LCENTENARY L FEEHIATICESS

Dr. Jagroop Singh Sekhon Prof. & Head Dept. of Pol. Sci. GNDU, Amritsar

—

Dr. Simrat Kahlon Chairperson, Dept. of Geography, PU, Chandigarh

nal Cadet Corps

GovL College, Ludhisna

Payal Kataria delivering a lecture on GST

Sh. Gaurav Singla, SSP (Vigilance)
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Prof. Balwinder Pal Singh Dept. of Punjabi, GHG Khalsa College Gurusar Sudhar
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Sh. Rakesh Bharti Mittal
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S. Gurloveleen Singh Sidhu, DPI Colleges
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Campus Diary
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Hindi Section
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Sois belle a ta facon

Of the many legends associated
with Abraham Lincoln, the 16"
President of the United States of
America, one goes that once
) Lincoln was travelling by a stage
\ coach along with a fellow
il 4 | traveller to attend an important

meeting for which he was
formally dressed. We have to draw on
imagination to picture the America of those days,
way back in the 1850s when America had not yet
attained material prosperity and large tracts of it
were either wildernesses or expansive
grasslands, dotted with open cattle ranches and
straggling dusty towns with rutted roads
inundated by swamps and mires. Well, Lincoln
was travelling on a dirt road and the coach
passed by a bog in which some piglets were
caught and sinking deeper and deeper into the
guagmire. Lincoln's attention was drawn by the
pathetic and frantic cries of the sow standing
some distance away on firm ground. Lincoln
immediately had the coach stopped and without a
moment's hesitation waded into the bog and
rescued the piglets. In this exertion all his fine
clothes were ruined which should have been a
cause for concern since he was on his way to
attend an important meeting. Prior to this episode
Lincoln had been conversing with his fellow
passenger, Edward Dickinson Baker and Lincoln
had made the assertion that in doing good or evil,
all persons are motivated by selfishness. This
remark was challenged by Baker. When Lincoln
returned to the coach, splattered all over with
mud and slime, Baker wanted him to validate his
assertion and asked where selfishness came in
this little episode. To this, Lincoln replied that if he
had not saved the piglets, he would have had no
peace of mind the whole day! That's Abe Lincoln -
plain and unpretentious.

Anecdotes surrounding Lincoln had taken the
shape of legends even during his lifetime. Seen

from Lincoln's perspective this particular act
would indeed seem a selfish deed, but we have to
admit, itis selfishness of a different kind. True, he
did it for his own self but he was not compelled by
any ulterior motive. Never a demagogue
pandering to the moralistic strains in people for
the sake of glorifying the self, Lincoln did not
harbor remotely or unconsciously any wish to be
regarded a hero. He was not one to seek public
approval either. His action is to be looked at
precisely in the light in which he himself did - The
time to act was 'now’; the place to act was 'here'
and the personto act was 'him'. As simple as that,
doing what is right and honourable without
wasting time. This act stands in sharp contrast to
the appalling epidemic of narcissism in today's
society. Lincoln is an embodiment of altruism of
the highest order. At the risk of sounding
repetitive, | reiterate that of the many virtues of
Lincoln (he did have many vices too), the most
prominent and endearing one is that of a very rare
sense of unimpeachable integrity. He proved to
be a relentless votary of moral pragmatism even
in the most extenuating of circumstances. Deep
compassion and reverence for life, any life,
marked his personality—“With malice toward
none, with charity for all,” the famous closing
words of his Second Inaugural Address continue
toring loud in our ears.

'Sois belle a ta fagon'-Be beautiful in your own
way... so that you stir emotions.

Harmeet Kaur Jhajj
Assistant Professor of English
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An Afternoon with a Virtuoso

And as imagination bodies forth
The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen
Turns them to shapes and gives to airy nothing

A local habitation and a name.

A quick question: Have you
ever met a writer?

Just a writer?

Just a writer.

Why, that is impossible.

] There is no such thing as just a

writer. A writer is never 'just’,
never alone. He is always a poly-entity, more than
one. He brings with him an entourage of
specimens — the lord, the beggar, the sharp slice
of winter, the humid, congested city street, the
constellation, beating hearts trapped in the arcs
of words.

Eminent writer, Shri Keki N. Daruwalla spent an
afternoon with the English Department. A book
reading session was organised where he shared
the intricacies of his writings with the students. A
thrill coursed through us all. For a literature
student, meeting a writer is meeting a virtuoso. |
remember framing questions in my mind that |
would ask him, days before | had to ask them. His
immense and impressive train of experience
fascinated me; how a poet had lived and thrived in
the heart of an IPS Officer and a Foreign Service
delegate. And to think that his poems and stories
are never about politics but people and their raw
truths. They stretch across the length and
breadth of the Indian soil as across the wide
expanse of the starry night sky above.

To hear the incidents and motivations behind his
works, in his own words was like a dream come
true, utterly unbelievable but immensely
invaluable. On the morning of February 12th
2019, the whole PG Department of English was
on its toes, breathlessly waiting for the maestro to
reveal himself.

-William Shakespeare
(A Midsummer's Night's Dream)

Mr. Daruwalla in spite of being in his eighties
possessed a strong and rich vitality that could
make even the young people envious. A curious
mixture of sharp irreverence and inspiring
humility, he delighted and inundated with each
facet of his personality, each nugget of his
experience. Like atrue poet, hisfirst love is poetry
in its most pristine, pulsating form and there is no
prize for guessing that he is a lover of the art of
poesy. Appreciating it is not enough, he
emphasized, but to realise poetry one has to
learn it, memorize each verse and mull over it
incessantly. That is the emotion poetry must
inspire in one; anything less is unacceptable by
his standards.

Yet, he must not be confused with an idolator of
sheer versification. His poems are proof enough
of that. Postmodernist in his technique, his
poems echo the silence left amidst the utterance
of words. Forinstance:

Let not the winds of time blow love away...

His poems (or other forms of writing, for that
matter) are the embodiments of countless
experiences his soul has borne at different points
of time; his friendship with eminent poet Nissim
Ezekiel, his days of cricketing glory, his brush
with local crime in Uttar Pradesh, his infectious
admiration for the revolutionary, yet somehow
unheard of M. N. Roy.

A minefield of virtuosity, he left us awed of his
towering presence and riveting narrations. While
giving an autograph, he apologised, for his
irregular handwriting!

Simranjeet Kaur
M.A. Il English
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It Is Your Destiny

The Tale of the Golden Egg

They say | was born,

On some night forlorn.
Lacking every glory,
Beginning of a grey story.
"Girl"- the nurse cried,
Even HER soul sighed.
Why God? Why me?

"It is your destiny."

Crawling in a tattered frock,

Infancy came in headless sock.

Heart chortled at every ted,

With broken leg or missing head.

Her heart was icy, bosom-cold,

Could she be handed anything to hold?
For warm embrace the eyes plea.

"It is your destiny."

Grew young, an adolescent,

Bitter for want of love and consideration.
Unwanted, Uncared, Unheard,

No right, No say, No word.

"Take away your demonic face,"

The only lullaby left in place.

A mere nettle in the world of lily,

"It is your destiny."

The darkness around | could not comprehend,
Turned me into a sight unpleasant.

Yet was my soul plundered, my body devoured,
By rabid dogs who were my kin.

| whimpered, shrieked and cried,

Pleaded with hands and feet tied.

Their hunger was insatiable,

Yet "Characterless" was my label.

Branded for torment till eternity,

Was this my destiny?

"It is your destiny,"

"It is your destiny."

Mahima Goel
M.A. Il English

Itis a tale as old as time itself, of
how the sun turned a toasty
yellow. A princess went rogue in
a galaxy called the Orchid and
ran off to discover the universe.
The ink-blue stars and crimson

£ ﬂ_\. dust-clouds showed her

wonders beyond her wildest

imagination and although she
remained homeless most of the time, she couldn't
help but be proud of herself for her brilliant
discoveries.

One fine day, she found a wailing dragon-bird
who had lost her egg. The egg was unlike any
other, for it would not hatch for a thousand more
years (but according to the scientists, it wouldn't
hatch for another hundred million). The dragon-
mama was the most beautiful creature the
Princess had ever seen and so, she pitied her
more than she would have.

“How does it look? Tell me, I'll help you find it...
“she said.

“It looks round and very colourless.” cried the
stunning bird.

The princess requested the nearest dust-cloud
(which proudly flaunted yellow) to help them, if he
could. So, he, with his unique superpower to
influence small inter-galactic balls, painted all
rocks, the size of the egg, a dazzling gold.

The princess and the dragon-bird only had to look
for the yellow spheres in order to find the right one
(which, frankly, was a HUGE relief!) They are
probably on their way right now, as you're reading
this. Their egg has found a family that loves it. |
only wanted to say a hearty 'thank you' to you, for
taking care of the sun! The dragon-bird and the
princess will be very grateful of your generous
love!

Aastha Parmar
M.A. | English
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Julley! Julley! Julley!

You must be wondering - what
does this word mean? Well, it's a
magical phrase, not a single
word but a complete sentence in
itself. 'Julley' is a mesmerizing
a | word that gets your work done
=8 anywhere in Ladakh. It's a
common word which means

Namaste, hello, hi.

The first solo trip of my life happened to be in the
summer of 2018, to the land of Leh, Ladakh. The
sole purpose of this trip was to attend a retreat
course that was teaching an age-old meditation
practice developed by Gautama Buddha, known
as'Vipassana'. Itis basically a 10-day residential
course which also gave me enough time to
admire the unrivalled scenic beauty of Leh. After
all, who doesn't crave to meditate in the laps of
the mountains? Quite understandably, my
parents were reluctant at first about me taking off
all by myself but eventually | convinced them.
This trip lasted 14 days.

There are two major roads that bikers, road trip
lovers and drivers take to reach Leh. One is the
Srinagar-Leh highway and the other is the more
popular, Manali-Leh highway. | chose the latter
route and travelled by bus. And | am glad that |
did. What a thrilling experience it was to have the
Himalayas on one side and gushing rivers on the
other as you travelled!

My journey started on June 10, 2018. | had
already planned my itinerary, which however,
proved to be futile as nothing went according to
plan. Thereby, teaching me the first and
important lesson of travelling, that is,

‘Unplanned trips are the best because
planned trips never happen.’

| started in the evening from Bathinda, went to

Chandigarh. | reached Manali the next day and |
was faced with the first problem which was to find
a place to spend the night as the bus to Leh was
supposedto leave the nextday at 4:30 am. Since
it was the busiest time of the year, all the hotels
were either booked or very expensive. Luckily, |
met a local guy who allowed me to stay at his
house for a minimal charge. Whenever | think
about him, emotions of gratitude overwhelm me.
While at Manali, | first booked my ticket to Leh and
then without wasting much time, hired a bike to
visit nearby places such as the Hadamba Devi
temple, Manu temple, old Manali, Mall Road, and
inthe evening | went trekking.

The bus from Manali was scheduled to leave at
4:30 am, early in the morning. Although | was
exhausted, the fear of missing the bus didn't let
me sleep at night. Somehow, | managed to get a
decent nap and reached just in time to board the
bus. As the sun came up, jaw-dropping views,
meadows carpeted with flowers, gushing blue
streams and giant mountains presented
themselves to feast my eyes. Time came to a
standstill as the scenic beauty mesmerized me.
We passed the Rohtang Pass, Keylong Village,
Jispa, Darcha, Zingzingbar, Baralacha La,
Sarchu, Gataloop, NakeeLaa and Lachung La.
After we passed Lachung La in the evening, | felt
uneasiness in my stomach and difficulty
breathing. | also had a mild headache, my ears
were blocked and | couldn't feel any taste in my
mouth. | initially ignored it but things eventually
started turning from bad to worse. Luckily, the bus
stopped at a small dhaba in Pang Village and the
driver announced that we would stay the night
there. My condition was dreadful. An old lady
(owner of the dhaba) told me that | was suffering
from Acute Mountain Sickness (AMS) due of
travelling constantly towards a high altitude
without giving sufficient time for my body to
acclimatize to the changes. She offered me
ginger-garlic tea as a remedy and also advised
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me to hydrate myself. | must say AMS was no
joke; it literally tested my immune system to the
fullest and put my body way out of the comfort
zone. With consistent care and some caution, |
finally recovered and was as good as new. We left
at 5:00 am in the morning. The sky was crystal-
clear. Although the sun was glowing gloriously,
one couldn't keep one's face next to an open
window for more than a minute due to the chilling
breeze. | can never forget the panorama of sun
rays striking the snow capped mountains and
getting reflecting manifold times creating bright
halos everywhere. The whole view hypnotized
me and transfixed my thoughts. After Pang, we
passed Tanglang La (the 2™ highest pass in the
world) situated at an altitude of 17,480 feet. A
sense of achievement heightened my senses
and | was feeling high on life. We passed
Tanglang La, Gya, Upshi, Karu, Chuglamsar and
finally reached Leh around 11 am.

Upon reaching Leh bus stand, | immediately
enquired about the bus that would take me to the
Course Center. To my astonishment, the bus had
already left and the next one would be leaving in 6
hours. I didn't feel like waiting and decided to walk
to the location. Little did | know that it would take
me almost 2 hours to get there, which taught me
another important lesson while travelling...

'The journey is always beautiful than the
destination'.

Finally, upon reaching the Course Center, | got
myself registered and the next 10 days were
spent practicing 'Noble Silence' (not uttering a
single word)! On the last day of the course, noble
silence was ended and we could now converse
with our course mates. Being the youngest of us
all, I didn't have much to share but was all ears to
what other experienced travellers had to say. |
became friends with a guy from Taiwan named
Ocean. After the course finished, we went for
trekking on Stoke-Kangri Mountain, which is
named after the Stoke village. This was when my
adventurous spirit unfurled itself. We trekked for 8

hours straight. On reaching the mountain peak, |
had the opportunity to meet some scholars from
Delhi University who were there for research
purposes.

After trekking, we came back to Leh city. The town
had a strangely fascinating ambience to itself.
While sitting in one of the cafés, we talked about
spirituality, the universe, books, religion, drugs
and other topics. It was such a surreal experience,
bringing out the extrovert version of the introvert
me. After that, we visited the Shey Monastery,
Thiksay Monastery and Leh Palace.

The time to bid adieu to Ocean and Leh itself had
come. Ocean was staying in Leh to attend Dalai
Lama's birthday celebration. | wanted to stay
longer but my college had already opened and |
had to leave. It wouldn't be wrong to say that even
if 1 was physically back, my heart was still
somewhere in the mountains. | relish all the
memories | made with the amazing people along
the way. What | miss the most are the carefree
nights spent camping, looking at the night sky full
of stars, observing the constellations from the
window of my roomin Leh.

My first solo journey turned out to be an amazing
experience. It was a mixture of adventure,
exploration and spirituality. | fell in love with the
beauty of Leh. To say the least, | have become
obsessed with this pearl of a place. | intend to
travel to Leh on a bicycle now. | cannot help but
imagine how phenomenal it will be. Anyone who
wants to join me in this journey can contact me.
Moreover, if you want to take a look at the pictures
| took during my journey, you can visit my IG
account: @amrit_9.58. Such heavenly trips must
be undertaken atleast once in a lifetime for...

'Travel makes one modest. You see what atiny
place you occupy in the world.’

Amritpal Singh
B.Sc.ll
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Feminism of the
Twenty-first Century

Feminism, as defined by Google
is, “the advocacy of women's
rights on the ground of the
equality of the sexes”. Insimpler
terms, it is the most overrated,
over-used, feared and the most
misunderstood word of the
twenty-first century. Men scurry
away from it because it promises to be overly
complicated and women fear it for the socially
radical stigma it brings. It is a tired definition that
screamed to be understood, until it grew hoarse.
Now it lies there, silent and still lost for its rightful
rigour.

The trouble arises from the initial part of the
definition - “the advocacy of women's rights...”
which is what the misplaced feminists focus on.
Yes, it is necessary to bring about change in the
social situation of women, but you cannot bomb
through the latter part of the definition. “... on the
ground of the EQUALITY of the SEXES.” Not
“competition”, nor “gender”; it must be “equality”
of the “sexes”. An equal opportunity for all sexes
to be recognised, accepted and empowered. This
movement happened to start with women's rights
because we, as a society, are still only liberal
enough to recognise that we have been ignoring
this (read 'women') part of the population for
about two millennials now. Here's hoping that
feminism of the twenty-first century finds strength
enough to stand up for the whole spectrum of
gendersthat exist between 'Male' and 'Female'.

The fear of the movement grows from the
confusion that arises with the association it has
with the Female. Equal rights do not mean that all
women should march and replace men in the
boardrooms, but it falls tenderly on the shoulders
of both men and women. On the one hand, men
need to acknowledge and transform their

environment, especially their work environment,
to accommodate women who wish to run their
homes with equal efficacy as they run their
workplace. On the other hand, women need to
encourage men to break free from the traditional
patriarchal points of views, specifically towards
the women in their own families. Feminism is not
a movement meant only for curbing harassers
and sexual predators. Itis a movement that shifts
the pressure off of men or women and distributes
itequally among all persons on Earth.

Feminism of the twenty-first century will evolve,
as movements eventually do, into a mouthpiece
for change. We all are feminists, whether we
know it or not. Someday, very soon in the future,
we won't have another choice other than to root
for it. That would be the luckiest day for
humankind, wouldn'tit?

Aastha Parmar
M.A.1English

Someone Else

| was painted in colours different,

I had let go of my hues so | could be coloured afresh,
In pastels that went with your frame.

But guess what? | lost my form!

That form which caught many eyes at first sight.

| want to be the same piece of art!

This time to be stroked with the tints of my choice,

And with a little more care.

Sanya Behl
M.A. Il English
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Your Grace is Enough

For an aimless to get an aim
For an unsung to rise to fame

For a melancholic to find bliss
For a strayed to get out of abyss

Your grace is enough.

To set everything on fire
For a bard to get inspired

For a man to shed his dolour
For a gutless to slay his mauler

Your grace is enough.

For an eyeless to behold the beauty of a nymph
For a parched to quench his thirst for a lymph

For a battered legion to become victorious
For a forgotten realm to become glorious

Your grace is enough.

For an infidel to discover God
For an atheist to praise the Lord

Your grace is the grace that inspires lives,

One who attains your grace lives eternal life.

Aakash Kabir Singh
B.A. Il

Nature

The shades of the trees capture my mind.
Touches my heart the flowing wind.

The flowers of this beautiful earth

Mind blowing are the colours they sport.
The waterfall's plunging sounds

Heal my outer and inner wounds.

These mountains as milestones,

Inspire me to touch the sky.

The waters of the ocean teach me to keep calm.
Watching its vastness, my qualms disappear.

As much as these waters, | hope,

I may have powers of deep thinking.

Then the stars of my fate will be on a path twinkling.
| pray that we sync with nature,

And become a blissful creature.

With a soul that resonates with poise and wisdom.

Jaspreet Singh
B.Sc. I

4 Did You Know... )

e Charles Osborne had hiccups for 68 years.

e Legend has it that Afghan mothers used to
quieten their newborns by taking Hari Singh
Nalwa's name and from here Sholay's
famous dialogue "Yahan se pachas pachas
kos door gaon mein, jab bachcha raat ko
rota hai, toh maa kehti hai beta so jaa, so ja
nahitoh Gabbar aajayega "was picked.

e Despacito song has 4.5

billion views on You Tube,
yet only 500 million people
canunderstandits lyrics.

Amarjeet
M.A. | English
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My Inner Calling

“Let yourself be silently drawn by the
strange pull of what you really love.”

~Rumi
Everyone has their own inner
callings to pursue. These are
already present in their hearts.
Dreams and passions always
whisper in our heads and
sometimes they do scream. |
have always believed that
human beings are crippled if
they don'tfollow their inner callings.

For me what has always given me a sense of
satisfaction is acting. | call it my first love affair. To
have aflight of imagination, to getinto someone's
skin, to forget your own identity and to hold a new
world of the character that you are playing in your
mind, to live a hundred lives in only a single life -
there are, in fact, many more magnificent gifts
which acting has given me.

The reason | love to act the most is that | love
stories and an actor's duty is to master the art of
storytelling and to portray it in front of the
audience in the most authentic way. We all love
stories. As children we grew up enchanted with
stories and in adulthood they help us understand
the world around us and come to terms with it.
Human beings are always in need of a story to live
by. In the rich culture of India, story-telling has
always been an integral part of pin-pointing the
problems of society and also in reinventing our
mythology and culture.

The process of writing a play and creating a
character for performance has always been a
fascinating and exciting one for me. Rehearsing
day and night, learning the dialogue and catching
a sense of the character's voice and introspecting
on every possible aspect... “Will this work? Will |
be able to portray the subtext of my text through
my act?” and many more other questions that |
contemplate on in my mind. It works like therapy
forme.

Then comes the most dazzling day in every
actor's life, the day of performance, when the
audience is eagerly waiting for the act while back-
stage every actor is only thinking about the
character he is to play and the dialogues he is to
utter, he is filled to the brim with thousands of
expressions and feelings. Every actor, in his
costume, feels himself completely immersed in
the role of that character, feels it to be a larger
than life creature. Finally the curtain opens and
the spotlight is on us and we act with all our hearts
to truly justify the epics created by the writers and
to give expression to their grief and joys.

And at last when the curtain falls, the crowd
cheers with a thunderous clap which is the
moment when the acting bug bites every actor. |
had always credited acting as my inner calling
because there is no middleman and no corruption
at all; you always get the result of your work from
the audience on the spot on what you perform
and how you perform. So, | am relieved to follow
my calling for acting on the stage.

Lovish Bangia
M.A. Il English

( Did You Know... \

® Google got its name from the world
'‘Googol' - the mathematical term for a 1
followed by 100 zeros.

e Gmail, email service provided by Google
was launched on 1st April 2004, that's April
Fool's Day!

® The names of all the continents begin and
end with the same letter of the English
alphabet. See for yourself -
Asia, Africa, (North &
South) America, Antarctica,
Europe, and Australia.

Tejas -

\ M.Sc. Maths ')
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Home

In the winter of that year, a snow
goose was born. Although there
was little to no snow to keep him
strong, he carried on. That is the
thing about snow geese, once

f )
. they're born; they're almost
u always expected to survive. It is
also a well-documented fact that

a snow goose will live on in the coolness of
summer shadows and the mists of the autumn
season. They tend to last a few hundred years

and only one snow goose can survive atatime. In
the whole world, | mean.

Anyway, this snow goose was an unusual one.
Because the winter had been rough around the
edges and it wasn't until January that the snow
goose came to gather his bearings. He had a
bright tail of steel grey and dark, glittering eyes.
His feathers were a soft yellow colour and overall,
if you were to look at him, you would think of him
as a supremely ugly bird that was the lone claim
ofthe sad, cold sky.

But he was beautiful even in his supreme
ugliness! And sooner, rather than later, he
decided he wanted to explore the world and
follow winter wherever it went. But seeing as it
was only January, he had to make arrangements
to stay. He glided over fields of dull crops that
shivered every night, he eyed the jagged corners
of the rivers, too... but a home has always been
the hardest place to find. And, so, he flew over the
red houses of the rich men and the brown
shanties of the poor ones. All in all, he thought
that perhaps for a home to feel like a home, you
needed only a space wide enough to sleep at
night and a fair bit of noise at day time.

His search continued. He went over the great
ocean and found nowhere to rest his wings. He
climbed the dazzling hillside to find it overrun by

musty cattle. He even went as far as a cave to try
and make itinto a reasonable living space. At last
he felt tired of roaming, searching, and asking. He
found a dead tree in the middle of the Prairie and
sat to rest a while. He wondered where he would
spend the rest of the winter and even if he did go
to explore the world, he wondered if he would
ever find a home. He looked up at the blushing
west. A great flock of birds were flying,
synchronised in their flight, towards the setting
sun. Their beauty cast a spell over him. He had
never seen anything like them before. They
glided and floated and dipped gracefully, as if
bidding goodbye to the sinking orb. He was
fascinated and perplexed. Should he ask them for
help?

“Hey, you there...” He heard a sharp voice behind
him.

“Huh?” he mumbled and stared about himself in
amazement. There was a tiny sparrow observing
him intently. Where she came from, he thought.

“Are you sure you're not constipated? You have
that kind of face.” remarked the little sparrow.

“l...” he stuttered, his jaw almost dropping.
Finally, finding his voice, “l was just thinking about
home. Where can | find it?” and looked
expectantly at her. The sparrow sat and thought
for along while. She had a peculiar way of looking
atthe sky.

“Have you ever thought of building a nest?” she
asked.

“No, not really. You see, | don't intend to stay at
one place.” hetold her.

“Oh, but you will have to stay. You can't build a
home without staying.” she sounded amazed.
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“Home is not something you find. It is a something
you build.”

“Butwhere?” he shook his dainty head.

“Start with your heart.”
away.

She quipped and flew

And the snow goose sat and pondered over the
words of the bird. He finally understood that in
order to find a home, he needed to build one
within his own heart, with the sticks and twigs
gathered in the recesses of his own heart and
carry itwith himwherever he went.

You see, for a home to feel like a home, you
needed only a space wide enough to sleep at
night and a fair bit of noise at day.

Aastha
M.A.1 English
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Election's Onset

The highways neatly kept,
Hospitals and Offices swept,
Some 'Sulabh toilets' set,
Tag of 'Swachh Bharat' met,
Only a few days left

For the election's onset. =

Mahima Goel
M.A. 1l English

Taxes no more a threat,
Luring budgets abet,
Inflation ceases to beget,
Hiking fuel prices fret,

All the bureaucrats whet
For the election's onset.

Farmers' respite from ancestral debt,

Others journey from slums to assets,

Schemes announced and scams busted,

" development and progress" screeching cassette,
Actors and Saints - all set

For the election's onset.

Longing

Oh! How | pine for Phoebus,

to serenade my heart.

For his absence lays a frost-crust
on my budding craft.

See how the Fall divests the bark,
leaving the trees shrug-less,
craving for the melodies of the skylark.

Oh, the belle!

She twirls to the tunes of the majestic band,
longing to be in the arms of her beau...
under the moonlight...

yearning for nothing much...

nothing too grand.

Only, if there were a remedy

for the wicked craving in my heart.

Maybe then,

the symphony in my dreams

will attain a glorious crescendo.

Sanya Behl
M.A. Il English

4 My Milieu

In the middle of the chaos | encourage my fate

Two souls were conversing, their voices did mitigate
The disturbance in the positive vibes' chord

And I am living my life slipshod

We thought lousy are the crying faces of the world

| must be quixotic trying to cure them with words.
My milieu is filled with fake entities

And | am confronting them being reckless.

After watching these shores | am in a huff.

Oh Lord! Please help me to get rid of this ridiculous stuff.

Jaspreet Singh

\B.SC. Il )
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Social Media: Friend or Foe...

According to surveys held in
different nations all over the
world around 71% of internet
users are using one or different
social media accounts. This is a
much applauded fact in an era of
globalisation and digitalisation.
Vast knowledge is available on
the internet and social sites provide great
exposure to people from different nations to
interact with each other and share their thoughts
onvariousissues.

But is this happening the way it should?
Unfortunately, social media has today become
the means of spreading RUMOURS, instead of
generating healthy discussions among people.
For instance, after the air strike by the Indian Air
Force on terrorists' base camp at Balakot, a video
of a game titled 'Complete Video of Air Strike'
became viral on all social sites.

At least 3-4 people in my contacts list had shared
this particular video as their Whatsapp status and
captioned it 'Jai Hind' and 'Brave Indian Soldiers'.
Itis ridiculous that we blindly trust anything that is
being shared on social sites.

Sometimes we receive some messages in our
Whatsapp groups instructing that if we share a
particular post with a minimum of 10 friends, all
our wishes would come true within a stipulated
time. This is wishful thinking being stretched a tad
too much. Then there are such posts also that
predict the occurrence of events like an
earthquake, for example, at a particular time and
place. Being a science student, | believe that if
scientists have any prior information about an
impending earthquake, then they would
immediately inform the concerned government
agencies inthat particular zone so that preventive
measures could be taken rather that circulating it
via whatsapp where it would immediately go viral
and create panic all over the country.

Social media sites were designed with the idea of
serving people in a positive way, providing them
with relevant information as fast as is possible.
But today it seems to have become one of the
best measures of misleading people all over the
globe.

We have all observed how social media sites
were saturated with numerous statements of
people all set to place India and Pakistan in a war
zone. At international borders, perhaps there
wasn't that much stress as compared to the
stress that was caused by inflammatory posts
doing the rounds on different social media sites.

Social media is a place where a lot of knowledge
is available free of cost, a lot of recent positive
researches, a lot of recent inventions are only a
click away yet a major chunk of our youth is busy
with Whatsapp chatting, sharing rumours, and
yes, | forgot the very popular practice of
"TAGGING EACHOTHER INMEMES".

We are lucky to get such technology as a gift and
we are letting go most of it in waste. In fact we are
bent upon proving it to be a foe instead of a friend.
Let us change the scenario and use the social
media in a productive way.

Naman Garg
B.Sc. |

-

Did You Know... )

e Muhammad is the world's most popular
firsthame.

e Trivia is the Roman goddess of sorcery,
witchcraft, and crossroads.

® The reverse of the Nobel Peace Prize
depicts three naked men embracing one

another. )
Tejas

K M.Sc. MathSJ
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Sh. Keki N Daruwalla:
A Short Insight

Noted poet, author, former IPS officer and an
alumnus,Sh. Keki N. Daruwalla visited his alma
mater on 11th and 12th February 2019 for a Book
Reading Session and an interaction with the
students of MA English.

With 11 volumes of poetry and 3 novels till date,
Sh. Daruwalla belongs to the first generation of
writers who brought modernism to Indian poetry
in English. Subtle imagery, minute details
splashed over a grand epic canvas with equal
emphasis on form as well as on content mark his
writing style.

After Partition when Bombay was the preferred
choice of relocation for most Parsis, Sh
Daruwalla's family chose to make Ludhiana their
home. He spent six years in the college. The
college magazine contains his articles and
poems. He humourously recounted that Sh. N.N.
Vohra, (former Governor, Jammu & Kashmir)
who was his senior in college made him fill up the
form of Indian Civil Services. However, Sh.
Daruwalla was more apprehensive about his MA
result than about his selection in the Indian Police
Service which subsequently took him all over the
country thereby enriching his literary work while
the poet's sensitivity enhanced his sagacity as a
high ranking police officer. Having seen violence
at very close quarters he said that it is taking
many forms today and hence, must be defeated.

Bestowed with numerous awards and honours
for his police service and literary
accomplishments, Sh. Daruwalla endeared
everyone with his humble and down-to-earth
personality. He took everyone with him on a
journey into the past when he reminiscenced
about his college days way back in 1952 when
teachers came to class in the formal black gowns
and there were many tennis lawns in the campus.

In the 'Book Reading Session' he emphasised
that poetry has to be memorised otherwise it will
not stay with us. It will not become a part of us.

Only when we memorize can we enjoy it. Imagery
should be vivid, like "stars on a night shift" that he
saw in Ladakh's night sky, such a scene is not
possible to view in the night scape of Ludhiana or
Delhi. Contemporary Indian poetry in English is
one of the finest genres in the world. He also
spoke about his friendship with the Indian poet
Nissim Ezekiel. He also recited some couplets of
the Urdu poetry of Faiz, which he had also
translated - "yeh seher itna udas to nahin tha".He
read excerpts from some of his poems, thereby
bringing alive the tone, the inflection and the
atmosphere —

"Let not the harsh winds of our times blow ...
devour us along with our appetites.
Let water remain water and not turn to blood".

Mrs. Harmeet Kaur Jhajj
Asst. Prof. of English

You Don't Fit Into This Frame,
umm... Next!

The other day | just walked out of
my department, feeling all fresh
and dewy after attending my
lecture, filled with zest after
listening about the progressive
overturns taken by women and

men alike over several epochs.
One event, laying foundation for
another, | decoded a deducible pattern in the trail
of most of the events discussed - a socially bad to
the bone norm served as savory for long, people's
snail speed realisation of it and then finally, when
someone has had enough of tolerating the
nefarious practice, he finally decides to hold the
baton of change. All these thoughts were placed
like a bubbly foam over the top of other thoughts
in my head and it is then that my movement is put
to a considerable halt.

| saw two of my classmates exchanging
pleasantries and one thing led to the other.
Intrigued, | went closer towards them when |
heard one of my classmates brimming with joy on
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how she had been receiving compliments about
having gotten into shape by shedding a good load
of inches. "That's amazing! You do look fit" said
my other classmate. Now ideally the
conversation should've ended here or a different
topic should've started but my joyous classmate
decided to pass a snide remark to the girl she was
talking to. "Babe, I've noticed you've got yourself
a paunch belly off late, you shouldn't wear those
fitted sweaters" - laughing, she went away. As |
bystander to that little banter, | observed the
onset of a little self-complex cocktailed with
embarrassment and undue tucking down of the
pullover by my poor other classmate. It is then
that the sense of everyday cruelties and hurts
started surfacing in my mind minutely. | realised
how such little, insignificant remarks, jest, piled
up over time can mount to tumultuous
perceptions about oneself. Anything goes
against the conventional... and bam! We start
overthinking.

As a MILLENIAL, | often hear my friends sharing
their insecurities, of how they've missed chances
both at personal and professional fronts simply
because they DID NOT FIT INTO THE
SOCIETAL FRAME!

Agreed, we are slaves to the clock ticking in the
postcolonial era, wherein as active molecules of
society, even our nonchalant responses find their
base in the archetypal notions gifted to us by our
colonial masters. But its result in our personal
lives has been contrary, wherein instead of
civilising 'our' savage selves we have been
turned into the so called 'savages'. As per the
modern - day twist to the lingo, for instance, we
don't give two ounces of thought to whether or not
the 'magic wand' of fairness cream will work on
our wheatish / dark skin tones but we'll force our
people to dab it on till the last drop or else their
poor dusky selves will have a tough time finding
public validation and a will to live, let alone a
desired suitor. Phew!

And when | talk of frameworks, mind you men are
not spared from this oppression. Have you ever
wondered why do body supplements, height

enhancing products, gymnasium etc. find their
optimum markets in men? This is because our
scheme of an ideal man illustrates a picture of a
tall, chiselled man with a muscular physique and
a charming baritone. But then, it's not necessary
that puberty will hit all and sundry with the exact
mystical ingredients as fancied above. So in the
opposite case scenario, what should a gawky guy
with an average height do to fitin the space?

And this atrocity of judgement does not end here.
People are judged of their intellectual mettle
based on how much money can they mint? |
mean, can you believe the double standards! An
ambitious woman, is seen as a negligent
homemaker. A teenage kid with high grades and
little social circle is called a recluse, a nerd. A
professional course student not securing a top
notch placement is tagged as a 'wretched horse'
who'll probably have it tough in his life. And to top
it all, people with poor command over the English
language are often found taking digs at other
people over their poor pronunciation. Seriously,
such framework generated behaviours make me
wanna roll my eyes out of my socket!

| have some valid question to raise - Who makes
these frameworks? Why do we have to retain
them when every now and then they haunt 'us'
‘our fellowmen' forcing them to curl up in bed and
making it extremely gruesome to face the world
the next morning? When will our society learn to
change its gaze from scrutiny to that of
retrospection?

I'm glad that as a progressive society, our legal
system has decriminalised homosexual
relationships. | sense a ray of self-acceptance
when | hear Rwanda has banned all fairness and
skin lightening products. | guess as a global
community, its high time we stopped calling each
other names, 'Cease Living in the Head' and start
appreciating untrodden paths, 'coz what fun will it
be if all of us lived according to borrowed
perceptions and not by ourown?

Sanya Behl
M.A. Il English
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Devil's Money

The dingy bar presented a
sordid spectacle, crammed with
an inebriated crowd; the air was
suffocating owing to the dense
smoke that rose like a giant born
‘| out of cigarettes held in the lax,
— defeated fingers. Disorderly
groups of men swarmed around
the rickety tables, filthy counters and broken
chairs; some of them even sprawled over the
grimy floor. The atmosphere of the packed hall
was stifling, the stench of cheap liquor mingled
with the sweat of unwashed men and suffocating
smoke created an unbearable environment.

Yet all this barely affected him.

A manin his late forties, his hairline receding atop
a ruddy, heavy face, was sitting at a table in a
corner, alone but not wanting for any company.
Occasionally his hand wandered towards the
flask full of cheap whiskey and he would take a
distracted sip. A picture of pitiful indolence but his
thoughts were far away from this place of gloom
and despair.

From his vantage point, the devil spied the man
with utmost interest, the visual eliciting from him a
grudging admiration for God, for creating such an
intriguing species. Of course, he knew everything
there was to know about his object of attention. A
hard-core miser, the man at the table worshipped
money as devotees venerate their idols.
Obsession of the highest degree! The devil could
not contain his glee. It is going to be so much fun
to mess with him.

The devil leisurely ambled through the crowded
aisles towards his prey who paid no attention to
him. The former had to clear his throat to
command the latter's attention.

The man looked up in surprise. The devil, without
any invitation, took the empty seat next to him and
gestured to the bartender to bring two pitchers of
beer. Noticing the surprised expression on the
man's face, the devil had the grace to apologise
for his unannounced arrival.

“I have an attractive offer for you", he drawled in a
warm, rich tone.

The manraised his eyebrows. “Do | know you?”
The devil chuckled politely. “I'm sure it won't
matter. Are you up for a game?” He accompanied
his question with the production of a wad of cards
from the inner pocket of his coat.

The man gestured helplessly. Gulping down the
remainder of his whiskey, he got up hastily, “I
must leave.”

An enigmatic smile, “But you haven't even heard
the rulesyet.”

Something about the words immobilised the man,
ensnaring him effectively as a rabbit in a tiger's
paw. Or maybe it was the sight of the thick bundle
of notes placed beside the cards. The man sat
down slowly.

“Rules?”

“Yes. Allow me to explain.” The devil pointed
towards the cards. “If you win, you get my money.
And | must assure you that there is more, much
more than what meets the eye.”

The man's eyes were fixed on the pile of money.
“Andifllose...”

The devil replied instantly, “You have to answer
my question. And answer it you must. Correctly.”
“You can't ask me any private questions”, the
man put up his condition. Suppose he asked my
account number or something, he thought.

The devil apprehended his thought. “I'm not
interested in your money.”

(1)
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The man seemed glad to hear that.

The devil started the game. Odds must have
been in the man's favour as he won three games
back to back. But the Devil beat him in the fourth
round. Pat came his question.

“What do you think of life?”

The man did not even raise his head as he was
busy counting the money. “What to think of it?"
"Canbe better.”

And the game continued. The man won most of
the time and resultantly hoarded the money with
delight and greed. When the devil had his turn, he
interrogated him about random, seemingly
inconsequential things such as his family,
parents, childhood, hobbies. The man answered
all of them as he answered the first one,
distractedly and whiningly.

As the night progressed, the Devil witnessed a
considerable change in the man's breathing as he
continued to win large sums of money. It
worsened with each victory until the man was
barely breathing at all, inhaling in puffs and
exhaling in gasps.

“Whatis it?” the devil inquired softly.

“Mild asthma. Ignoreit. Let's play some more.”
And the night drifted on. The bar emptied slowly,
as if those caricatures of human beings were
reluctant to leave its shadowy confines. After
midnight, no other soul was left in the bar except
the players and the bartender.

The latter came up to tell them to wrap up and
leave. The man completely ignored the
instruction. The devil turned towards the
bartender and chatted pleasantly for a few
moments. The man couldn't fathom what
transpired between them but the bartender left
shortly afterward, leaving the predator and the
prey behind.

The money continued to flow into the man's
hands. And his breathing became shallow with
each exclamation of happiness, but he didn't care
a whit. It was impossible to stop. The seductive
touch of currency against his palms. Heaven!

But after another hour passed, heaven began to
assume a menacing cloak. His lungs stopped
cooperating; he started wheezing, gasping
desperately. He was angry, so very angry at this
stupid, essential biological process. He tried his
hardest to play, but his hands had started to go
numb. He did not even realise when his head had
hit the table. His throat started working in short,
jerky movements. With great difficulty, he
focussed his eyes on the face of his opponent. It
was alarmingly devoid of any emotion. He could
not comprehend what was happening.

The devil twisted his lips into a cruel smile and
showed him the cards. Four Kings.

One last question.

“What do you think of death?”

His vision blurred. He could not think anymore.
His fingers clenched and unclenched around the
strips of notes scattered on the table. His head
rested on a stack of money. But strangely, it did
not feel like heaven.

The bartender returned the next morning and got
the fright of his life. He found a man lying on a
heap of money; his body limp. Blood had dried up
atthe corner of his mouth. His vacant eyes looked
nowhere.

Police! The bartender thought. But before that...
He bent down and picked up the cash lying on the
floor. No harm in keeping this much, surely. |
need to hide it before I call for help.

He took out his phone.

Simranjeet Kaur
M.A. Il English

(55)
©




Almighty

| am the shade

And also the tree

| am the cause of your smile
And also the veil of gloom
The cacophony of the surrounding

And the silence of the dark room

You may consider me a destroyer

But | am also the Creator

You maybe a character of this story

But | am the narrator

Whether you are climbing or falling

| am the cause

When you love the assurance of continuity
| am the pause

All the deeds that you have done

| am on inspection

If you want to find me
Just go on introspection

| am the laser that strikes
And also the shield

If you are a word

Then | am the verse

But my love for you is love
Not a curse.

Jaspreet Singh
B.Sc. Il

Traveller

I, a traveller, hail from a place far away
Wandering, flitting, tumbling in a trance.
No goal in sight, no home to return to,

| have surrendered my path to chance.
One day, | met a child bony,

Saw my eyes and face look back.

A time, a beginning with sprigs in bloom,
| knew no lie, no greed, no lack.

More distance, an adventure new,
Found the boy with hollow cheeks.

All around him the chants to conquer,
Rested inside the desire of peaks.

Not far away, the man in rain-

Young, starry-eyed, in love with a lass.
The world so vast, yet it fell away,

But, not long later, he learnt the farce.
The days passed, the man of family,

In a hurry, always late, tense, in fret.
Nobody listened, everybody lamented,
Only he the one for them to go to and get.
| felt the heavy air of despair;

Was this all that the world had to offer?
Every day, night, season and year
What was the point of a king, a pauper?
But then | reached the last stand,

Did You Know...

e A group of crows is called a murder.

e "The quick brown fox jumps over a lazy
dog." Is an English sentence which
contains every letter of the English
Alphabet.

e The dot over the letter 'i' and 'j' is called a
tittle.

Tejas
M.Sc. | Maths

The man, not sitting, but bent,

Started to leave for the end.

| stopped him and asked, "By whom were you sent?"
He smiled and cried and pulled back:

"Never realised till | had to leave

clutters of rubble and collects of roil.

Leave it behind, run for Eve!"

Simranjeet Kaur
M.A. Il English
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News : Past and Present

| don't watch news on TV. It has never held any
particular interest for me; itis listed in my vocabulary
as synonymous withear-splitting shrieks,
unintelligible shouting matches, repetitious clips
and a propensity for sensationalism rather than for
reality.

No, news doesn'tinterest me.

When listening to my elders, | find it extremely
unbelievable that the news hour was once the most
sought after time bracket for viewers across the
length and breadth of the country. | dimly remember
the furore over 8 o'clock news on Doordarshan; an
English segment followed by the Hindi one. My
mother still marvels at the composure, decorum and
equanimity with which the news casters would read
out the fates of nations, sometimes jubilant and at
other times devastating.

“It never occurred to us to discount or dismiss
them.”my aunt tells me. “The solemnity of their
expressions, the unwavering strength of their
voices. Truth.”

These revelations seem fantastic to me. Because
when | look at the stories like “Thackerey's dogs
have got English names” or “Mil gyi swarg ki seedhi"
and other ridiculous headlines, | find it hard to
attribute any credibility to these channels.

Indian Media, supposed to be the fourth pillar of
Indian democracy (or so it would have you believe)
carries a momentous responsibility of unearthing,
reporting and spreading the truth at any cost,
making it accessible to each and every citizen of
India. A country which consumes information like
oxygen, via a plethora of newspapers and scores of
TV news channels, India relies heavily on the part
played by our media in raising pertinent questions
regarding the welfare of its denizens.

But, alas, this has not been the case.

For the past couple of years, two grave issues have
gripped the country in their hold — communalism
and jingoism. The root of both these evilsis religious
strife. Nationalism has increasingly come to be
meant in terms of hatred and ill-will towards
Pakistan. Add to this the popularised war cry “How's
the Josh?” and the volatile temperatures of the
electoral season of 2019.

A sensational recipe presents itself which was

relentlessly used by national media.

War-mongering of the worst kind was perpetrated
by the countless TV channels, showing berserk,
yelling news presenters issuing inflammatory
statements, holding angry, inconsequential, but
TRP boosting debates among self-appointed
experts verifying that war with Pakistan was the only
answer. Any sane voice suggesting the alternative
course of diplomatic talks or peace, be it of a
professor, an actress, a student, an activist was
dubbed anti-national, ISIS agent and much worse.
The ease and relish with which the Indian media
indulges in the exercise of character-assassination
makes one wonder about the existence of libel laws
in India.

Shashi Tharoor, an oft victim of Indian media rightly
observes, “The distinctions amongst fact, opinion
and speculation that are drummed into journalism
students' heads the world over have blurred into
irrelevance in today's Indian media.”

Feeling lost in this cesspool of Indian media, | turn to
my grandfather to listen to his memories about what
he considers the pinnacle of news-casting in India.
But his answer surprises me.

“Channel? What channel? We listened to news on
radio.”

But he was not a fan of All India Radio News, he tells
me. “If you wanted truth, you tuned in to BBC News.”

His answer sinks my heart. So will we always feel
inferior to our western counterparts in every
sphere?

But he interrupts me. No, he didn't prefer BBC for
the clipped British accent. “Instead, it delivered the
concentrated, hard truth about India even before
the national news channels got around to it with
their watered-down versions.”

Hence, it would seem that in the present scenario all
the strife in this world is due to three factors: news
seeking, news relaying and news listening.

So my reader, | don't watch news. No, never had an
inclination towards it.

Simranjeet Kaur
MA Il English
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Save Nature, Save Environment

Indian tradition believes in the

sanctity and respectability of
nature. Nature is the creation of
all sentient beings- man,
»| animals, insects; nay even
1 insentient matter in every form
= has been created by nature. Our
Rishis perceived that all that exists in the universe
from the smallest particle of dust to the biggest
animal- all are conjoined by one life and
consciousness emerging from it. That's why we,
the human beings, are atthe top of sentient world.
Asthe same life is vibrantin every atom, the same
light shines in every creature and the same
consciousness and love embraces all in
oneness. It is therefore our duty to love and save
nature from degradation, to be compassionate
and respectful for every entity of nature as it
provides us all (air, water, light, food etc.)
necessary for our existence and growth.

A true Hindu worships the Sun, the Moon, the
mountains, rivers and animals. We revere trees
like Banyan, Peepal, Tulsi as objects of our
worship. Nevertheless, we do not touch them
after sunset and before sunrise lest it should
disturb them in their sleep. But of late we witness
that our regard for nature has diminished. We Kill
animals for our enjoyment and entertainment and
pollute our rivers in the name of religious rituals
with various types of wastes that their waters
became unfit for human consumption at places,
even for animal consumption. If things go on like
this, this mother earth will no longer remain
habitable. It is the duty of us all to realize and
understand that Mother Nature must be
preserved in all its purity and sanctity. It is difficult
to understand how this habit of pollution entered
in our Nature, especially when most of the sacred
rituals are followed by pouring milk into the rivers.
Chemical tests have revealed horrifying findings.

Millions of disease carrying bacteria have been
found in one cubic centimeter water of rivers. The
Ganges water known as disease cure and having
gualities of nectar, has lost its purity.
Unfortunately we talk much about it but little is
done to stop the malady at the source.

The purpose is to harness Nature, to bring
information and comfort to human beings. When
spiritual and human values are ignored,
technology brings pollution and destruction,
instead of comfort and solace. The craze for
profiteering and entertainment has made things
worse. River side picnic spots are being
developed. Restaurants, coffee houses etc. are
being built and established. The most unfortunate
part of it is that pious places like Gangotri have
not been spared. At the Gangotri there are
restaurants which throw thousands of polythene
bags into the sacred water, unmindful of the harm
they are doing to the human society. With the little
of will power, on the part of the Government and
public cooperation, this train of pollution can
easily be avoided. Smoke emanating from
thousands of factories is regularly doing over
pollution. Carbon and Carbon-dioxide contents
have made holes in the Ozone cover, the result
being most unfavorable to our life. Atmosphere
has been unusually warm, snow deposits have
come to melt, which is raising the sea level. All
this might bring destruction to the world in the
form of deluge. There are methods and means of
treating the smoke before letting it out in the
environment. Butwho cares?

We can take our lessons in preservation of the
environment from Nature itself. Nature digests
waste material and produces something useful
every time. The waste material needs to be
minimized and recycled. The greatest pollutant
is, of course man, who gives higher priority to
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quick profits and quick results. Our unhealthy
thought-vibrations pollute the subtle environment
and mind of man with negative impressions.
Pollution permeates both the physical and the
subtle environment. It seems that in our selfish
pursuits, we have lost sight of both our inner and
outer nature. In our conquest of Nature we seem
to have forgotten the all important rule that Nature
is conquered by obedience. In the words of M.T.
Cicero, “Nature is the Art of God”. The lines of
William Wordsworth, the celebrated Romantic
poet, may make you more conscious of
obligations which Nature has done to us—

One impulse from vernal wood
May teach you more of man,
Of moral, evil and of good,
Than all the sages can.

Dr. Harbans Singh
Head, Post Graduate Dept. of Geography
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Analogy between Environment
and Social Sciences

The present day scenario is
such that the whole world is
going crazy, preaching others
about our deteriorating
environment. The incessant
‘Blame Game' or the unfaltering
imposition of blame on others for
this pitiable condition of our Mother Earth and its
environment is what each of us does. But do we
actually know who is responsible for all this? Do
we even have the nerve to take the liability of this
mess that we ourselves have created? The
foremost step in contributing to make a difference
to this worsening situation is to accept our own
mistakes and know how our actions: directly or
indirectly affect the environment. And then,
making amends in our ourselves, in our lifestyle

and helping others improve. For this purpose, we
must first know more about ourselves, our
society, our relations and lifestyles and how they
affect the environment. Let us now study about
the environment and other social sciences and
how they are linked to each other.

According to Wikipedia, “Social Science is a
category of academic disciplines, concerned with
the society and the relationships among
individuals within a society.” In simple words,
social science is the scientific study of human
society and social relationships. Humans exhibit
different behaviour when faced with different
situations; the behaviour of different humans in
similar situations may also be non-identical.
Social sciences deal with all these behavioural
changes and relationships among individuals.
The social sciences include but are not limited to:
History, Economics, Communication Studies ,
Geography, Political Science, Psychology,
Public Health, Sociology, Environmental studies.
Environmental Social Science is the broad trans-
disciplinary study of interrelations between
humans and the environment. Itintegrates social,
humanistic and natural science prospective of
relation between man and the environment. The
basic aim of this science is to entwine
environmental issues with societal relations,
institutions and human activities that have impact
onthe environment.

Let us see the relationship between some of the
major social sciences and the environment and
how they affect each other.

History: The environment and its components —
flora and fauna of a particular time and place in
the past can be compared to the present and
analysis of the changes and the factors causing
the change (favourable or unfavourable) can be
made.

Economics: Deforestation and collection of
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various resources from the environment and all
steps taken to benefit economically even if they
mean destroying our natural habitat.

Geography: It is a study of physical features of
the earth and its atmosphere. It also deals with
the relationship between man and its
environment.

Political Science: The way environment is
managed , who has access to it, how
environment resources are distributed, are all
shaped through political structures, power
relations, economic institutions and social
processes.

Psychology: We shape our natural and built
environment and it shapes us as individuals. It
provides us a model of human nature that
predicts the environmental conditions under
which humans will respond well or not.

Sociology: It helps in dealing with the
interactions between society and their
environments. It focuses on the social
dimensions of either natural or built environment.

Being well aware of the irreparable damage
caused to our own environment and the role
played by us in this ruination, it is high time that
we must take some steps in order to restore it to
some extent. Suh Joon Kim has aptly said

A single gift given for what you took,
One trillionth of payment for returning what
you forsook.

A ray of light still shines on the caused sin,
A last chance to help nature, the planet and
your Kin.

Aakash Kabir Singh
B.A. I

World in The Mouse Trap

You sit in your air conditioned
room in your favourite relaxing
chair, a single click of the mouse
and the whole world lies in front
ofyou, gooutand get it.

Welcome to the world of
computers. But, wait! Don't get
yourself trapped in its maze. It is an easy way in
but a difficult way out.

Digital books, digital money, electronic super
market, libraries and galleries, automatic homes,
such grandiose predictions about the future of
information technology go on and on. Computers
have revolutionalised the way we live. They have
proved to be a turning point in human history that
will transform our culture as drastically as
Gutenberg's press did the Middle Ages. The brain
child of intelligence and the creative genius of
man has virtually become a part of every aspect
of the human timetable, making our lives infinitely
easier and more comfortable. Gone are the days
when, to gain knowledge, you had to spend hours
together in libraries searching for books. Seeking
jobs was a torture. Now with a powerful
information tool linked to the net, we have a world
of information right at our fingertips. Be it expert
medical advice, stock reports, sports reviews, job
opportunities, weather forecasts, the latest block-
busters, the choicest music — the list is endless,
you name it and you have it. The mouse may
even help you find your soulmate.

In an age, where increasingly intelligent
computers and software systems have begun to
control every aspect of our lives with path
breaking technologies invading our homes like
never before, there are bound to be some pitfalls.
But surprisingly very few computer pundits bother
to ponder about the loopholes in such a roseate
future they envision for us. While it is true that in
the emerging digital world, information tech will
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be the currency that will beget power, it is equally
true that how we harness, it will make the
difference between success and failure, between
having the competitive advantage and being left
outinthe cold.

Today we come across parents complaining
about the long hours children are spending glued
to their computer terminals without any outdoor
exercise. This is not only physically unhealthy but
also harmful them both socially and mentally.
Picture the world, where digital homes having
walls with built-in computer displays would
replace books, libraries, fax machines and even
old photo albums. Your video conferencing
machine would summon the people you wish to
contact thus doing away with meetings and get
together comfortable in our private sanctuaries,
we stand the very real danger of becoming
isolated and seclusive.

Itis important for us to realize that man is a social
animal, a gregarious being, who cannot remain
cocooned in his own shell. Hearing each other's
voice, sharing a laugh or two, shaking hands, in
no way can mere machines ever substitute these
small gestures that make our life and our hard
work all the more worthwhile. You cannot fax or
email a friendly hug, a welcoming hand shake or
grateful smile. The internet can never be a
complete substitute for purposive human action.
The nuisance value of internet can also not be
ignored. We are not new to the concept of cyber
crime. Meaningless web sites are being created
illegally harming innocent people and also
creating bad social mental impact on children.

Computers are like a two edged sword. We
cannot do without them, but we also cannot allow
them to endanger the human values which
human race has always stood for. We must
realize that information technology, like all other
sciences cannot be allowed to rule. It needs to be
controlled. Technology should be designed and
developed in accordance with the needs of the

human race. Our action at this juncture of human
history will be vital in the creation of the kind of
world we want to bequeath to our coming
generations. It is imperative that we must create
a society that is mentally healthy. We owe it not
only to ourselves but also to our progeny.

Bhola Nath
Assistant Professor
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Green House Effect

'l live on planet
The blue planet
My lungs breathe its air
And so do other creatures share.'

God has made this beautiful earth. Its snow
capped mountains, gorgeous
ﬁ valleys, deep blue oceans and
e _ thick green forests are a delight
z to us all. Thus it becomes our
prime duty to conserve it for
ourselves and for our future
generations. But what is man
doing, just causing destruction
all around and that is why environmental issues
are of great importance today. Even more
important is economy and global warfare. Among
these, green house effect has aroused much
concern because it is said to be causing a lot of
climatic changes. This effect is due to the raised
carbon dioxide levels in the atmosphere, which
cause global warming. Some 15 to 20 years ago,
the scientists said that we are heading for a new
ice age. Now they are saying that the climate is
going in the opposite direction and the polar ice
caps are melting. May be in the next few years
they come up with a situation which will negate
the presentone.

Now, whatis a green house? Well, a green house
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is aglass house mostly constructed in cold places
to keep the plants warm by trapping in solar heat
and help them grow better. The atmosphere of
the earth behaves in a similar manner. The sun's
energy passes through the atmosphere and
warms the earth's surface. This heat energy is
released back into the atmosphere. While some
of the heat escapes, most of it, is absorbed or
held by the green house gases. These green
house gases are mostly carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide, nitrogen, water vapours
etc. Thus the heating up of the earth's
atmosphere is termed the green house effect.

The green house
gases are also very
important because
for millions of years
they have kept the
earth warm enough
so that people, plants
and animals could
live here. It is a fact
that without the phenomenon of green house
effect the earth would be about 30°C cooler than it
is today, making it an icy-cold, uninhabitable
planet. Now, according to some scientists, what
worries us today is the levels of the green house
gasses that are increasing at an alarming rate.
Since the industrial revolution, there has been an
additional increase in the carbon dioxide pollution
by human activities like burning of fossil fuels in
cars, homes, factories etc. which is responsible
for about 80% carbon dioxide emissions, which in
turn is raising the mean temperature of the earth.
This fact was first observed by a Swedish
Geochemist, Svante Arrhenius in 1896.

The gases which are released into the
atmosphere trap more and more of the sun's
heat. If it gets too hot, weather all over the globe
would change. Warm places would become too
hot to live and cold places too warm. The polar ice
caps would melt which would make the sealevels

unusually high which would cause flooding.
Many areas like Calcutta, Chennai, New York
etc. could be submerged under water and go
down into the pages of history. But aren't we
ignoring other factors causing floods and raising
water levels? More and more trees are being cut
giving place to buildings, parking lots and
highways. The natural canopy of trees is fast
disappearing and the ground is drying up. With a
small tree cover and just a lawn, very little water
is returned to the earth. Most of it just runs off
from the concrete surfaces. Humans are drawing
it out of the ground and flushing it down their
toilets. Have you ever heard of well's water level
rising ? Itjust doesn't get back there as fast as we
take it. So this ground water is now in our rivers,
lakes and oceans. No wonder the levels of
oceans are rising. It is true, the mean
temperature of the earth is rising at the fastest
rate recorded by man. Some scientists co-relate
it to the rise in carbon dioxide and declining
ozone levels in the upper atmosphere. Scientists
are of the view that the green house effect could
get worse unless the amount of carbon dioxide is
lowered.

Is it really true that the carbon dioxide pollution is
causing climatic changes? Aren't climatic
changes normal? Do the natural phenomena like
volcanic eruptions, fires, earthquakes, even
asteroids not cause climatic changes? Now, on
this subject matter, even the scientists have
different opinions. The green house effect is a
theory not yet proven. Some scientists are even
of the opinion that the crops would benefit from
the raised levels of carbon dioxide, the plants
would grow bigger, be more productive and bear
more fruit. The temperature rise would extend
the growing seasons, the world food shortage
could be solved by as little as a5°C increase.

Rajinder Kaur
Assistant Professor
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Modern Technology
Time Saving or Time Consuming

Merriam Webster dictionary defines technology
as a 'Manner of accomplishing a task'.
Technology is a way to accomplish a task in a
conventional manner. Technology can make task
easier, simpler and less time consuming. Forty
years ago, solving the expression 4x45x5 would
have been a lengthy process. The person solving
it, could have taken a span of several minutes.
But today it can be simply solved using a
calculator in less than ten seconds.

Technology's great ability to save people's time is
also demonstrated by how it allows the people
around the world, of all different communities and
cultures to communicate quickly and easily.
Communication was revolutionized by telegraph,
then the telephone and finally the greatest
modern communication tool, the internet.
Through the internet you can send E-mails in a
fraction of a second contrary to the days of snail-
mail. The internet is one of the branches of
technology.

Technology also saves time by making
transportation faster and more efficient.
Thousands of years ago, people had to walk from
place to place to reach their destination, then with
the invention of the wheel, transport was
revolutionized. Today people can travel by trains,
cars, ships, boats and even airplanes over
thousands of kilometers in no time which would
otherwise have taken months. Technology is not
a bane but a boon, if used properly. Technology
should not be blamed for insanity of man.

o’
i h Arunesh Verma
B.A. I
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Invasions on Peaceful India

First came the Greek ruler, Alexander the great;

Who tried to conquer India's fate.

But mother India peaceful and calm,

Tolerated everything and raised no alarm.

Then in 711 AD, Muhammad Bin Qasim tried to invade;

But his luck doesn't help and he failed.

Seventeen times, Mahmud Ghazni visited India, followed by Muhammad Gauri,
But for their fate history feels sorry.

Following this, Qutab Din Aibak and Altmash

Tried to solve the mystery.

But beyond Kutab Minar,

They left no imprint on Indian history.

Then Razia Begum, came, the first and only,

Brave and capable muslim lady ruler ;

But her own people killed her cruelly.

Then Mughals attracted to my rich India raised their heads,
Babar advanced towards Delhi instead.

Followed by Humayun and Sher Shah Suri,

Akbar conquered India from Kashmir to Godauvri.

Indians gave their love to Jahangir, Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb,

And were peacefully laid on in their graves.

But after that a page in history turned,

The routes of British Empire in India firmed.

People from Portugal, Holland, France and Denmark also came,

The trade market of India became more of a political game.

Ultimately after a long peaceful slumber, Indians woke up,

And shooed the foreign invaders off.

This is not history; actually India has never been defeated by anybody.

They indeed welcomed, shared and happily absorbed everybody.
Peace loving Indians never had any aggressive desire,

The result is still clean and clear.

About Kashmir we daily read and listen, \ -

But we still don't take it as a fight back mission.

| appeal to all Indians to wake up at last, B S

And ultimately show the world our one million strength. Rajwinder Kaur
M.A. Il Geography
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Recycling of Solid Waste

“When Surat was stuck by the so
called 'plague’ in 1994 it was
Rao, a 1978 cadre IAS officer

-
. who took the charge. In less than

three years Rao transformed the
garbage dump that Surat was,
into a sparkling, bustling,
confident city, showing that the
impossible can be done if one has the willto do it.”

=
~

If a waste material is processed by some means
and converted into a residue or product, it is
called recycling. Advanced countries generate a
huge quantity of refuse. Take the case of USA
alone, where 75 million tons of waste is
generated every year. Out of this, roughly 50%
can be recycled thereby, reducing waste by the
same amount. The energy obtained thus is
popularly known as Dustbin Energy and is mainly
used for community healing systems. Agricultural
waste can also be used in various ways. We must
learn from the technologically advanced
countries like Germany, France, UK. & U.S.A
who have adapted using recycled material as a
way of life. They take pride in wearing shoes,
belts and gloves made of entirely recycled
materials. Just imagine our 'Beautiful' and 'Eco-
friendly' girls wearing accessories made of
entirely recycled materials. | have some friends
living in advanced countries and | have observed
that they prefer using cartons, paper & stationary
from recycled material. 'If they can, why can't
we ?

Furfural, the material which is used for the
synthesis of nitrofurons, is readily obtainable
from these wastes and is used to make medicines
forthe eye, ear and sinus diseases and also helps
in controlling the bacteria of gastro-enteritis,
typhoid and diarrhea etc.

Most burgeoning cities are cursed with piles of
rotten garbage and endless hours of electricity

cuts. The Western India Group offers a solution to
both these problems. The company has
developed the technology to produce electricity
from the city garbage. The company has already
set up a pilot plant at Pune, capable of generating
5KWs of power. The department of science and
technology has set up a plant to convert the
organic wastes into fuel palates for the industry.

The CBRI at Roorkee has developed a way to
make bricks and sintered aggregate from fly ash
and mind you, these bricks are better than the
conventional bricks that we use at our homes
these days. To recycle rubber from old tyres,
American chemists have identified some strains
of sulphur munching bacteria 'sulpholobos' from
hot springs of the Yellowstone National Park,
Wyoming. Powdered rubber from the tyre wastes
is kept in fermentors which contain the sulphur
loving bacteria. These bacteria consume the
sulphur, leaving the polymer backbones of
carbon intact. Huffy, the bicycle manufacturers in
Dayton (U.S.A.) has succeeded in making
bicycles for children entirely from recycled
material.

The recycling of waste paper and utilizing
discarded material is economically valuable. If we
want to save our rivers, hill stations and oceans,
we must keep them clean. The only way is, to use
our brain to find scientific solutions to recycle the
garbage. If our scientists can compete with the
world by making nuclear bombs, then this
problem is of no magnitude for them. Thus, the
possibilities are innumerable. All that we need is
change of attitude and will to work. As the rightful
inhabitants of this beautiful and bountiful planet, it
is our own solemn duty to keep our environment
clean and healthy. So hats off to the recycling of
the waste material.

Aakash Mishra
B.A. I
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Drug Abuse

A semidark room filled with
smoke. Thin, gaunt, young boys
and girls lounging on the floor
staring into space and smoking
cigarettes. A boy holds an
injection in his hands and his
face cringes in pain as he injects
it into his arm. Another pops a pill into his mouth.
All slowly sink into a deep sleep induced by drugs.
Well, this is the sophisticated city crowd of
youngsters trying to escape the harsh realities of
life.

World health organization defines drug abuse as
self administration of a drug for non-medical
reasons in quantities and frequencies which may
impair an individual's ability to function effectively
and which may result in social, physical and
emotional harm. When Heather Brooks entered
high school, she earned top grades, She also
participated in extracurricular activities. One day
she met a friend and her life took a sudden turn
when her friend handed her a Marijuana Joint to
take adrag. She took a single puff and then came
more puffs. As she blew out the wispy remanants
of smoke, she felt dizzy but euphoric. “Please
give me one more drag”. she begged.

Marijuana has been the most popular,
recreational and ritualistic intoxicant used for
over a millennia. It contains Psychoactive
cannabinoids, THC which readily bind with
certain neurons that mediate balance, glucose
craving and perception of time, sound and
colours. The THC molecules thus distort part of
the brain's information processing system.
Alcoholic drinkers may be aware that drinking an
alcoholic beverage can enhance the effects of a
neurotransmitter called GABA. Which binds to
neurons and slows their rate of firing, producing a
sedative effect. Increased consumption of

alcohol leads to high blood pressure and risk of
colon cancer.

Now-a-days, if a person, either young or old, is
intaking antidepressants like MAO, has to be
cautious because MAO interacts with amino
acids found in some foods leading to a dangerous
rise in blood pressure. Many people believe that
the best way to avoid stress is smoking. But they
forget that smoking dilates blood vessels,
reddens eyes and inflames delicate nasal
tissues. Regular use of it can lead to chronic
bronchitis and lung cancer. Drugs like nicotine
and tobacco present in cigarettes impair the
capacity of white blood cells to fight invading
infection. So what do you think? Are we not
digging our own graves?

Moreover, the drugs tinker with the appetite
centre in the brain stem, which cause bouts of
munchies — a craving for sugary food. Studies
even show that there are development stages in
drug use though one drug does not inevitably
lead to the next stage of abuse. There are many
varieties of drugs available like LSD, mescaline,
crack, smack, heroin, morphine but drug of
choice — Cocaine —causes the heart to beat
inefficiently and its vessels to narrow. It also
elevates carbon monoxide levels in the blood,
reducing oxygen supply. Adolescents
experiment with drugs due to curiosity, lack of
knowledge and peer group pressure. When they
consume drugs, on closing the eyes, an
unsending series of colourful, very realistic and
fantastic images appear to surge, time sense is
altered, music appears tangible. One can read
but does not know that he is reading. Many feel
relaxed and supremely happy, may laugh or may
become sad and weep.

Well, everybody gets the blues but then switching
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to drugs is no alternative. There are unlimited
side effects of consuming drugs for pleasure. So
why let your dreams go up in a cloud of sweet
smelling smoke, when this world has too much to
offer you. To end with, we have the following
lines by Henry Sigerist.

“The war against drugs and for health cannot be
fought by physicians alone. It is a people's war in
which the entire population must be mobilized
permanently”.

Chetan Kumar
M.A. | Geography
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Water Crisis in India

With a diverse population that is
three times the size of the United
States but one-third in physical
size, India has the second
largest population in the world.
According to the World Bank,
India has taken significant steps
to reduce poverty but the
number of people who live in poverty is still highly
disproportionate to the number of people who are
middle-income, with a combined rate of over 52%
of both rural and urban poor. Although India has
made improvements over the past decades to
both the availability and quality of municipal
drinking water systems, its large population has
stressed planned water resources and rural
areas are left out. In addition, rapid growth in
India's urban areas has stretched government
solutions, which have been compromised by
over-privatization. Regardless of improvements
in drinking water, many other water sources are
contaminated with both bio and chemical
pollutants, and over 21% of the country's
diseases are water-related. Furthermore, only
33% of the country has access to hygienic
sanitation.

One concern is that India may lack overall long-
term availability of replenishable water
resources. While India's aquifers are currently
associated with replenishing sources, the country
is also a major grain producer with a great need
for water to support this activity. As with all
countries with large agricultural output, excess
water consumption for food production depletes
the overall water table. Many rural communities in
India who are situated on the outskirts of urban
sprawl also have little choice but to drill wells to
access groundwater sources. However, any
water drawing system adds to the overall
depletion of water. There is no easy answer for
India which must tap into water sources for food
and human sustenance, but India's overall water
availability is running dry.

India's water crisis is often attributed to lack of

government planning, increased corporate
privatization, industrial and human waste and
government corruption. In addition, water
scarcity in India is expected to worsen as the
overall population is expected to increase to 1.6
billion by the year 2050. To that end, global water
scarcity is expected to become a leading cause of
national political conflict in the future, and the
prognosis for India is no different.

On a positive note, some areas of India are
fortunate to have a relatively wet climate, even in
the most arid regions. However, with no rain
catchment programs in place, most of the water is
displaced or dried up instead of used. In these
areas, rain harvesting could be one solution for
water collection. Collected water can be
immediately used for agriculture, and with
improved filtration practices to reduce water-
borne pathogens, also quickly available for
human consumption.

Whatever the means, India needs solutions now.
Children in 200 million homes in the country lack
water, and one out of every two children are
malnourished. Environmental justice needs to be
restored to India so that families can raise their
children with dignity, and providing water to
communities is one way to best ensure that
chance.

Simran Kaur
M.Com Il
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Corporate Governance Frauds: An Ethical Failure

Dr. B.R Ambedkar has said that
an educated person without
character is very dangerous for
society. Value education is the
backbone of the development of
a person. Corporate failures are
at an all-time high today.
Perhaps, there is no country in
the world which is free from corporate frauds. Big
wigs that were on the high scale of success
suddenly fell to the ground. There is deceit,
concealment of facts, violation of trust, insider
trading, poor disclosure and unethical auditing
practices which are done purposefully and so
secretively that they cannot be unfolded in time.
Although the corporate world knows it very well
that good corporate governance brings success
for all stakeholders yet unethical people have no
patience to follow the long and tested ways of
transparency, accountability, fairness, and
responsibility. The focuses of such crimes have
moved from the individuals to the organization.
This is called Corporate Fraud. It is intentional
deception for personal gain or to damage another
person or entity. At the end, it all results in 'Fraus
Omnia Vitiate' which means fraud spoils
everything. Corporate Frauds entail manipulating
data and information with the purpose of
obscuring the truth and deceiving the recipient of
the data with the intention of gaining an undue
advantage for the self. Mis-information in the
prospectus, manipulation of accounting records,
debt hiding, false accounting entries, false trades
for inflation of profits, disclosure of price sensitive
information for attracting more investors and
lenders for funding are some of the malpractices
by which frauds are committed. Wei Zou (2016) in
his research has quoted such practices and their
magnitudes that the companies adopt to deceive
investors. In 2001, Guangxia (Yinchuan) Industry
Co. revealed an increase of 178 million Yuan in
profits by financial fraud in 1999 and an increase
of 567 million Yuan in profits by the same way. In
2006, Guangdong Kelon Electrical Holdings Co.

revealed an increase of 1200 million Yuan in
operating income and an increase of 120 million
Yuan in profits by falsification of accounting
surpluses. In 2013, Wanfu Biotechnology
(Hunan) Agricultural Development Co. revealed
an increase in profits from 2008 to 2012 by
falsification of accounting surpluses. In fact a
large number of companies indulge in such
practices. The names of Enron or Bernie Madoff,
Theranos Inc., Danske Bank, Health Care Hero,
Punjab National Bank, Charles Ponzi, Satyam,
Ketan Parekh Securities, Speak Asia, Home
Trade, Saradha Chit Fund, General Motors,
Waste Management scam, Worldcom, Tyco,
Health South, Lehman Brothers, Freddie Mac,
American International Group (AIG) are some of
the worth mentioning frauds of the world.

Financial fraud is a major crime which often
comes with heavy prison sentences for those
involved. Ultimately what is the impact of these
misdeeds? The massive companies disappear
from the scéne of business world. The
unsuspecting common investors are at the
receiving end who suffer the most. Their hard
earned money is eroded for nothing. Investors
have to be cautious of such unethical persons as
they can even sell the Eiffel Tower and the
Brooklyn Bridge. To -curtail this alarming
tendency of frauds and scams, the investors
need to check out the Principal-Agent Problem;
analyse the GONE causes (consider that
financial fraud is caused by four factors G - greed,
N- need, O- opportunity and E- exposure); check
on insider trading; proportion of independent
directors; investor activism; investors education;
and internal check are some of the measures
which can be helpful to combat this problem.
Wish you all a safe investment. Sabb Ka Bhala
Ho!

Dr.Harblas Heera
Associate Professor
Department of Commerce
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Black Money

Every person in India must have
heard the word “Black Money” in
the last 4-5 years. But do we
understand what this black
money really is? “Black money is
money which is earned through
any illegal activity. These
transactions generally are done in the form of
cash and are not taxed. One needs to hide this
black money, and use it in the underground
economy.” To bring it back in the regular market,
they need to do money laundering.

Did you ever wonder why these people stash
black money? Most of them do it to save tax,
some of them use it for bribery/corruption. And
some of these anti-social elements use this black
money for funding terrorist activities. Black
money is also used for political means, like for
funding different activities, good or bad and even
for buying the politicians during election time.
Same black money is distributed for various
election marketing related activities.

We always blame the politicians and rich people
for this but have you ever thought that we are also
part of the problem. Some of you must have seen
your parents bribing district authority for getting
some certificate, or giving money to jump the line
in the temple. We do these kinds of things. This
kind of behavior provokes these money-
launderers to play with black money.

What can we do? Think for a minute. You don't
need to start a big movement or be part of a social
activity, you can do something on your own. Stop
giving bribe to government authorities. This small
step of yours can lead to a big change. We blame
the government for all the problems. We as
citizens of this country should take initiative and
start solving problems on our own. Once we start
doing so, then the government does not have any
excuse notto be a part of this movement.

Six ways in which black money is created

METHOD

1: MULTI-LEVEL MARKETING SCHEME

A recent trend is to use international debit or
credit cards issued by offshore banks. This
enables easy usage.

2: METHOD DISGUISED OWNERSHIP
Increasingly, criminals want to own legitimate
business. It could be to earn a return or to convert
black money into white.

3: METHOD MIXED SALES

Mixing illicit money sources with legit ones is a
popular method because it's hard to detect,
especially if there is a large cash component in
the legal business.

4: METHOD 'SMURFING'
This type of transaction is usually done to evade
notice by authorities monitoring transactions
above a certain threshold.

5:METHOD TRADE MISPRICING
Traditionally, goods exported and imported were
either priced lower or higher to enable money
laundering. Or, goods exported were different
from the description.

With current technology, the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) says it's easy to modify invoices or
produce fictitious invoices.

6: METHOD MONEY TRANSFERS TO BENAMI
ENTITIES

The money is transferred to benami entities
which are not legally registered.

Simran Kaur
M.Com Il
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80/20 Rule of Life

The Pareto principle (also
known as the 80/20 rule, the law
of the vital few, or the principle of
factor sparsity) states that, for
many events, roughly 80% of
the effects come from 20% of
the causes. Management
Consultant Joseph M. Juran suggested this
principle and named it after Italian economist
Vilfredo Pareto who noted the 80/20 connection.

Some of the 80/20 rules

In Projects

1. 80% of value is achieved with the first 20% of
effort.

2. 80% of project politics come from 20% of your
stakeholders.

In Management

1. 80% of problems originate with 20% of
projects.

2.80% of work is completed by 20% of your team.

In Technology

1. 80% of software problems are caused by 20%
of bugs.

2. 80% of customers only use 20% of software
features.

In Sales and Marketing

1. 80% of sales come from 20% of your clients.

2. 80% of sales come from 20% of your
products.

3. 80% of sales come from 20% of your sales
people.

4. 80% of complaints comes from 20% of your
customers.

In Wealth Management

80% of wealth is owned by 20% of people.

In General

1. 80% of success is shown up using 20% of
effort.

2. 20% of employees do 80% of work.

3. 20% of criminals commit 80% of crime.

4. 20% of drivers cause 80% of accidents.

5. 80% of pollution originates from 20% of
factories.

6. 20% of employees are responsible for 80% of
results.

7. 20% of students have grades 80% or higher

8. Inlanguages the most frequently used 20% of
the words account for 80% of the word
occurrences.

9. The richest 20% people in the world have
80% of worlds income 20% of the customers
are responsible for the 80% of the profit
earned and 20% of the complaints received
come from 80% of the customers.

10. in picnics 80% of food is consumed by 20% of
guests.

11. 20% of politicians talk 80% rubbish.

12.In reception 80% of guests takes 20% of
items.

13.80% of passengers travel
unreserved bhogies in day trains.

14.80% power is consumed by 20% of
customers.

15. 20% of smokers consumes 80% of cigarettes.

16. In cricket 20% of batsmen scores 80% of
runs.

in 20% of

Pawan Kumar
B.Com Il

Social Media: Effects on Youth

The present world is the world of
technology. Social media is also
a part of this technological world.
Almost people of all ages are a
part of social media. Today's
youth spends more time on

social media, as compared to
people of other ages. No doubt, social media is
useful for youth but it also has many bad effects
onyouth. According to a research a student going
online scored 20% lower in tests. Students have
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an average GPA (grade point average) of 3.06
while non users have 3.82 GPA. Grades improve
for light user, but heavy users have to suffer a
loss. The excessive use of social media and other
such sites affects the mental as well as physical
health. Students do not take their meals and rest
at proper time. They take excessive amount of
coffee or tea to remain active and focused which
affects their health negatively. Social media has
made the youth addicted. People spend a lot of
time on networking sites which can divert the
concentration and focus from a particular task. It
has reduced the learning and research
capabilities of the youth. The more time the youth
spends on social media, the less time they spend
on real human contact. They do not care about
their health.

Today, the youth prefers to spend free time on
social media rather than doing exercise or any
other physical activity. It has caused various
health problems like weakness in eyesight,
mental ilinesses etc. Students use slang words or
shortened forms of words on social networking
sites. It reduces their command over language.
The youth is the future of our country. If the youth
of our country do not stop over using of the social
media and other such sites, then it will also affect
our country and the economy. So the youth
should use the social media for a limited time and
should prefer doing exercise in their free time,
rather than spending time on social media. Social
media can prove to be a boon for the youth if it is
used within limits. So the over use of social media
should be avoided so that the youth can take
maximum advantage from the social media
without being affected by its disadvantages.

Taizinder Singh
M.Com |
Business Innovations

Patent Rights

The term Patent originates from
the latin word Petere, which
means to lay open i.e to make
available for public inspection.
So, patent means to make
available for public inspection
denoted royal decrees granting
rights to certain individuals or

exclusive
businesses . A patent is a set of exclusive rights
granted by a state to a patentee ( the invertor or
assignee) for a fixed period of time in exchange
for the regulated public disclosure of certain

details of a device, method, process or
composition of matter (substance) known as
invention which is a new incentive, useful or
industrially applicable.

The exclusive right granted to a patentee in most
countries is the right to prevent or exclude others
from making, using ,selling, offering to sell or
importing the claimed invention. The rights given
to the patentee don't include the right to make
,use or sell the invention themselves. The
patentee may have to comply with other laws and
regulations to make use of the claimed invention.
So, for example ,a pharmaceutical company may
obtain a patent on a new drug, but will be unable
to make the drug without regulatory approval. In
India, the National Knowledge Commission
recently recommended enactment of a legislation
to give patent rights over inventions from
government funded resources. The National
Knowledge Commission is a high level advisory
body to the Prime Minister of India, with its
objective to transforming India into knowledge
society. It covers sectors ranging from education
to e-governance in the five focus areas of the
knowledge paradigm. The chairman of the
commission, Sam Pitroda said that the
enactment of the legislation to give patent rights
over inventions from government funded
researches would facilitate environment for
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commercialization of these inventions ,thus the
investors would also receive a share of royalty.
The commission proposed a major thrust in
translation across all Indian languages to further
knowledge creation and information
dissemination.

Arushi Kapoor
M.Com Il

Money is not the Real Possession

"Money won't wipe your tears
and glory won't embrace you at
night. The most important thing
in our life is our family”

Whatis wealth ?

Wealth is materialistic currency
or money. | would like to focus on real wealth. |
actually feel that real wealth is our family, health,
cousins, education and most important our
knowledge. Wealth is the ability to experience
life.

What can money buy ?
"A bed but not sleep.

A computer but not brain.
Finery but not beauty.
Medicine but not health.

Money can depart from us anytime but our true
relationships will never depart. This is because of
the love and care of our family with which we can
be really healthy and wealthy not only for a short
time but for all the time, further more till death.
Expensive cars and instruments give us
happiness, don't forget they can't speak, they
can't share your pain. The look and the price is of
no use. It is not an issue of bonds vs desires, it's
an issue of wants vs priorities. Things are made
for use and people are made for care but now a

days it is totally opposite. So we should become
someone who will take care of our soul, health,
happiness and everything that's us and people
around us.

Guneet Kaur
M.Com Il

M-Commerce

M-commerce is also known as
mobile commerce. Itis the ability
to conduct commerce using a
— mobile device, such as a mobile
: _ | phone, a Personal Digital
M Assistant, a smartphone, or

other emerging mobile
equipment such as dash top mobile devices.
Mobile commerce has been defined as follows:
"Mobile commerce is, any transaction involving
the transfer of ownership or right to use goods
and services, which is initiated and completed by
using mobile access to computer based networks
with the help of an electronic device."

About M-Commerce, it is also said that it is the
next generation wireless e-commerce that needs
no wire and plug in devices. Mobile Commerce is
usually called as m-commerce in which user can
do any sort of transaction including buying and
selling of goods, asking any services, transferring
the ownership or rights, transacting the money by
accessing wireless internet service on the mobile
handset itself.

The next generation of commerce would most
probably be mobile commerce. Presuming its
wide potential reach, all major mobile handset
manufacturing companies are making WAP
enabled smartphones and providing the
maximum wireless internet facilities covering
personal, official and commerce requirement to
pave the way of m-commerce that would later be
very fruitful for them.

(o)
&




Is mobile commerce different from
e-commerce?

Yes, and no. Mobile commerce is a natural
progression of e-commerce. On some levels they
are nearly identical, but there are also important
differences between the two. As a result, you will
see me using e-commerce instead of mobile
commerce a few times throughout this article,
and you are welcome to do the same. But | will
only interchange them when referring to the
aspects that overlap; there will be times when
only mobile commerce will do.

Haripriya Uppal
M.Com Il

Media Rules The World

In the world of today, media has
become as necessary as food
and clothing. It has played a
significant role in strengthening
the society. Media is considered
as a mirror of modern society, in
fact it is the media which shapes

our lives.

Purpose of the media is to inform people about
current affairs and tell them about the latest
gossip and fashion. India has become a hub of
trading and marketing of products and
prejudices. The media claims to be governed by
righteousness, qwerty but greed and self
aggrandizement has poisoned its virtues. Media
is incharge of information, education,
entertainment, advertisement and correlation of
parts of society.

We get influenced by media in so many ways.
Media helps us to get information about a lot of
things and also to form opinions and make
judgements regarding various issues.|t keeps the
people updated and informed about what is

happening around all over the world.
Media works as a Watchdog over the government
functions and sets perpetual social norms for
society. But today's media hides the truth and
distorts the facts.

Media affects the opinion of thousands of people.
Functioning of Media can put an impact on the
decision making of the Government and the fate
of the people. An Independent media is the soul
of democracy. The political parties should not
pressurize the media. Hence, the media should
identify its responsibility and work sincerely and
honestly. Then it can serve as a great force in
building the nation. Media has had a bad effect on
the present generation, mainly because the youth
is strongly influenced by media. Teenagers and
children wish to follow the people who get
recognized and do what they do to get noticed.
Sometimes, they focus on bad part of the media
and strive to be a part of it. However, many do not
succumb to alife of crime!

Guneet Kaur
M.Com I

Employee Engagement —
Pivotal For Competitive Advantage

' characterized by vigor,

S
gt | dedication, and absorption.
d h Rather than a momentary and
specific state, engagement
refers to a more persistent and pervasive
affective- cognitive state that is not focused on
any particular object, event, individual, or
behavior. Many smart organizations work to
develop and nurture engagement. The Gallup
organization categorized workers as Actively
Engaged, Disengaged and Actively Disengaged
workers. Actively Engaged Workers were

Employee engagement is
described as a positive, fulfilling
work-related state of mind that is
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characterized by consistently high levels of
performance, natural innovation and a drive for
efficiency, intentional building of supportive
efficiency, clear understanding about the desired
outcome for their roles, emotional commitment to
what they do, high energy enthusiasm,
commitment to their organization, work group
and job. They have likely been identified as high-
potential employees and feature prominently in
their organization’s succession planning
process. Disengaged workers, on the other hand,
view their jobs as an exchange of time for a
paycheck. They arrive and leave on time, take
their breaks, never volunteer for extra work or
projects, and do little else in between beyond the
minimal effort. They show little passion or
creativity for their jobs and go through the
motions. Disengaged workers may have been
actively engaged workers at one time.
Somewhere along the way, though, they become
disengaged because of lack of career growth or
promotion, a perception of salary inequity, job
dislike, or distrust in their direct manager and
senior management. Actively Disengaged
workers are the most damaging employees in the
workplace. They are unhappy and let that
unhappiness show in words, attitudes and
actions. They undermine the performance of
others by constantly voicing their displeasure and
listing many reasons why they are so miserable in
their jobs.

Gallup, Employee Engagement Survey, 2010
found that Actively Disengaged employee leads
to lost productivity that costs the U.S. economy
$370 billion annually. Today, employee
engagement and loyalty are more vital than ever
before to an organization’s success and
competitive advantage. Earlier people used to
prefer and get job for life. But today the high
turnover rate indicates that the scenario has
changed. The need of the hour is to engage and
retain valuable employees as it has a significant
impact on an organization’s bottom line. This

need can be fulfilled by adopting such human
resource management practices that aim at
making workforce engaged. The organization
must work to develop and nurture engagement
which requires a two way relationship between
employer and employee.

Tandeep Kaur Sidhu
M.Com |l

Future of Digital Marketing
in India

In India, Digital Marketing
started to get visible around
2010. With the entry of e-
commerce players like
Snapdeal & Flipkart, the digital

marketing arena started to pick
up. The industry growth between
2010 and 2017 has been tremendous. Various
figures on the internet about Digital Marketing in
India peg the growth at 25% to 40% on an annual
basis. What is the future of Digital marketing in
India? Digital Marketing will continue to be a
robust growing industry at least for the next 5
years. There are a lot of reasons as to why |
believe the industry is poised to grow at this
staggering pace. To begin with, a research
report from Forester Research, which came outin
Feb 2017 shows that India will be the fastest
growing online retail country in Asia Pacific.
Further it says that India should grow at a
staggering 31% per annum for the next 5 years.
Indian government in the last 2 years has been
putting a lot of efforts in making Digital India. The
government has been promoting digital mode of
providing services, paying through digital
payment channels and using digital platforms for
all the upcoming new initiatives. Bheem App, UPI
and GST are good examples of how the Indian
government is trying to bring most people on the
internet.
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Digital marketing is rising in India at a fast pace.
Many Indian companies are using digital
marketing to gain competitive advantage.
Success of marketing campaigns cannot be
solely achieved by digital marketing only. Rather
for success of any marketing campaigns it should
fully harness the capabilities of various marketing
technigues available within both the traditional
and modern marketing. According to CAM
Foundation—"Digital Marketing is  abroad
discipline, bringing together all forms of
marketing that operates through electronic
devices — online, on mobile, on-screen.Search
Engine Optimization, Search Engine Marketing

or Pay per Click Advertising, Social Media
Marketing, Content Marketing, Mobile
Marketing, Web Analytics, Marketing
Automation, Content Writing & Rate

Optimization are the popular and most in demand
areas in digital marketing.

Indian companies using digital marketing
for competitive advantage

Nestle's Every Day was facing threat from liquid
milk in the North-East. It has taken help of
Facebook. Its teams created a 3 second cinema
graph- an image with some moving shots. It
targeted women age 21 and above. The result
was five percentage point increase in purchase
intentand 14 pointincrease in ad recall.

Coca-Coladid alive video for its orange flavoured
Fanta. Maybelline did a three dimensional video.

To increase the use of digital marketing in India,
the government of India will have to provide a
favourable and secure digital environment to
reduce hesitation among the Indian people
regarding the use of digital means.

Ravia Verma
M.Com Il

GST-A Journey of Speeding
Up India

GSTis an Indirect Tax which has
replaced many Indirect Taxes in
# @ L | India. The Goods and Service

' Tax Act was passed in the

Parliament on 29th March 2017.
iz 1| The Act came into effect on 1st

July 2017.Goods & Services Tax
Law in India is a comprehensive, multi-stage,
destination-based tax that is levied on every
value addition.

In simple words, Goods and Service Tax (GST) is
an indirect tax levied on the supply of goods and
services. This law has replaced many indirect tax
laws that previously existed in India.

Journey of GST in India

The GST journey began in the year 2000 when a
committee was set up to draft law. It took 17 years
from then for the Law to evolve. In 2017 the GST
Billwas passed.

Advantages of GST

GST will mainly remove the Cascading effect on
the sale of goods and services. Removal of
cascading effect will directly impact the cost of
goods. Since tax on tax is eliminated in this
regime, the cost of goods decreases.

GST is also mainly technologically driven. All
activities like registration, return filing, application
for refund and response to notice needs to be
done online on the GST Portal. This will speed up
the processes.

There are 3 taxes applicable under this system:
CGST, SGST & IGST.

CGST: Collected by the Central Government on
an intra-state sale (Eg: transaction happening
within Maharashtra)
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SGST: Collected by the State Government on an
intra-state sale (Eg: transaction happening within
Maharashtra)

IGST: Collected by the Central Government for
inter-state sale (Eg: Maharashtra to Tamil Nadu)

HSN code in GST

HSN (Harmonized System of Nomenclature) is
an 8-digit code for identifying the applicable rate
of GST on different products as per CGST rules. If
a company has turnover up to 1.5 Crore in the
preceding financial year then they need not
mention the HSN code while supplying goods on
invoices. If a company has turnover more than
1.5 Crore but up to 5 Crthen they need to mention
the first 2 digits of HSN code while supplying
goods on invoices. If turnover crosses 5 Cr then
they shall mention the first 4 digits of HSN code
oninvoices.

Transition to GST

GST consolidates multiple taxes into one. It is

important to have rules in place to ensure that a

registered business smoothly transitions to GST.

The types of transitional provisions are:

1. Input Tax Credit - Provisions have been
made for the smooth transition of Input Tax
Credit available under VAT, Excise Duty or
Service Tax to GST. A registered dealer
opting for composition scheme will not be
eligible to carry forward ITC available in the
previous regime.

2. Refunds and Arrears - Any claims/appeals
pending for the refund on the due amount of
CENVAT credit, tax or interest paid before 1st
July shall be disposed of according to the
previous laws.

Any amount found to be payable under previous

law will be treated as arrears of GST and be

recovered according to GST provisions.

One year of GST
Early-day jitters have given way to general

acceptance that this may not be the most perfect
single tax system, but it's working. There are
many issues that remain to be addressed, but the
fact that some of the knotty ones have been
resolved, gives rise to confidence that even these
will be sorted out.

Radhika Jain
M.Com Il

7

Business with the world,
Profession of the brain,
Employment by God

Are economic activities of life.
Progress is profit,
Development of need,
Wholesale of knowledge

Are warehousing of life.
Advertising of talent,

N

Trade of Life

Insurance of promise,
Company of truth

Are promotions of life.
Transportation of thoughts,
Banking of affection,
Packaging of fun,

Are Cooperation with life.

Haripriya Uppal
M.Com-II
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The Digitization of Everything

Businesses have already
realized that they must use
digital channels to engage with
their key stakeholders to
maintain relevance and drive
the conversation. However, few
realize how fast the change
needs to happen, or how transformational it
needs to be. The real imperative in a world where
‘everything' is digitized is that businesses need to
pursue innovation to disrupt their own business
model before the competition does. Without
innovation strategies, companies will lose their
competitive advantage in an increasingly
commoditized world.

There is no time to lose, as technology change
accelerates exponentially and new digital
platforms and devices are emerging.
Furthermore, the expectations of the new
'generation Y' or 'digital natives' mean that
companies must keep up with the pace of change
or lose relevance. The challenge for businesses
is to face the implications of digital change: in
particular, the loss of control over the customer
relationship, increased competition and threat of
commoditization, and the need to engage
digitally with suppliers, partners and employees
in addition to customers. The starting point is a
structured approach to assessing your digital
maturity based on an understanding not just of
the technology, but of the 'big picture' of what
digital engagement means to the business.

To deal with this challenge, companies must
develop an end-to-end response. They need to
develop a comprehensive digital strategy and
rethink their business and operating models to
deliver this. Such a strategy must go far beyond
the Marketing department: it has to be about
ubiquitous cross-channel connectivity, it must
enable continuous engagement with customers,

suppliers, employees and investors. It must also
be about C-Level leadership, and critically it must
be aboutinnovation and differentiation.

Hetna Takkar
M.Com Il

/ Balance Sheet of Life \

Our Birth is our opening balance

Our death is our closing balance

Our prejudiced views are our liabilities
Our creative ideas are our assets
Soul is our fixed deposit

Thinking is our current account
Achievements are our capital

Quiality of words is our Stock in Asset
Friends are our general reserves
Value and behaviour are our goodwiill
Patience is our interest earned

Love is our dividend

Children are bond issues

Education is patent

Knowledge is our investment
Experience is our premium account

THE AIM IS TOTALING THE
BALANCE SHEET ACCURATELY.

THE GOAL IS TO GET THE BEST
PRESENTED ACCOUNT AWARDS.

Pawan Kumar

B.Com-llI
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Silver Nanoparticles Harming Marine Life

It has been found that Silver
Nanoparticles increasingly used
in personal care products and
the Pharmaceutical Industry, are
toxic for fishes and may be
harming marine life.

From the Research by University of Bosque
country, Soluble Silver cause short-term
alterations (3 days) and nanoparticles longer-
term alteration (21 days). In both these cases, the
animals had purified themselves of the silver
accumulated in their Bodies after spending six
months in clear water, sometimes inflammation
of gills was found to remain after being exposed
to the metal.

The main conclusion of the study is the fact that
distribution of metal in the fish organs is
influenced by the form whether it is soluble or
nanoparticles that the silver takes in the water. In
the study, three groups of 50-60 adult zebra fish
each were used in three aquaine. Silver nitrate
was added in the first tank to produce water
soluble silver, 20- nanometre silver nanoparticles
were added to the second, clear water was added
to the third group.

The groups in the contaminated tanks remained
exposed to both forms of the metal for 21 days
before spending six months is clear water for
purpose of studying the consequences of long-
term exposure to silver.

It can be deduced from the analysis that the fish
accumulate similar concentrations of metal after
being exposed to soluble silver and silver
nanoparticles. After six months in clean water the
initial metal concentration levels were recovered.
This conclusion was different when the organs of
the fish were analysed. The distribution of silverin

the liver and Intestines depend on the type of
metal used in the treatment, but both treatments
led to inflammation of the gills of the fish, an effect
that remained even after six months in clean
water.

The analysis of the transcript one of liver revealed
a strong impact of exposure to silver. The effect of
soluble silver was more intense after 3 days of
exposure when changes were detected in the
expression levels of a total of 410 gene
sequences. Although the research is important
butit should be environment friendly.

Dr. Bhupinder Kaur
Associate Professor
Department of Chemistry

Did You Know...

® Bhutanisthe firstand the only country to be
officially carbon negative.

® There are certain kinds of tumors that can
grow their own teeth and hair. They're
called Teratomas.

® A subsatellite is a natural satellite that
orbits a natural satellite. It is called
Moonmoon.

Amarjeet

M.A. | English
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What Are Anti-freeze Compounds ?

Anti-freeze compounds are
those substances which when
mixed with some other liquid,
lower its freezing point. In cold
countries, the liquids used in the
ﬁ cooling systems of cars and
- buses get frozen in the winter
months. Anti-freeze compounds are used to
prevent this freezing. In other instances, snow
gets deposited on the wings of aircrafts flying in
the cold areas. To prevent this, anti-freeze
materials are used as anti-freeze compounds.

g5

The main ingredient of an anti-freeze compound,
is usually a type of alcohol. Ethylene glycol is the
basis of the most common anti-freeze compound.
This compound mixed with water is used in the
radiators of automobile engines to lower the
freezing point. It helps the internal combustion
system of an engine to function normally without
being frozen in cold. In winter season, this is also
used with or without water, in order to prevent the
freezing of the cooling system. Sometimes,
methyl alcohol is also used as an anti-freeze
compound in internal combination of engines.
When the risk or freezing is over, these anti-
freeze substances are often drained out of the
cooling system because it can no longer protect
the cooling system from rust and corrosion. It can
also go into the block of an engine and cause
problems in lubrication.

Ethylene glycol is used as an anti-freezer to
prevent snow from collecting on propellers and
wings of airplanes. Glycerol and ethyl alcohol are
used to protect drugs and cosmetics from
freezing during storage. Calcium chloride and
sodium chloride are used in refrigeration
equipment.

Parminder Singh
B.Sc. Il

Laser World

Progresses in sciences have
always shown their routes in
light and laser is one such
iy technology. One of the greatest
breakthroughs in this field is the

E’ T:E development of carbon dioxide

lasers.

Isn't it wonderful that we are using carbon dioxide
lasers in cutting hard diamonds as well as in
repairing soft skin tissues while treating skin
cancer?

It has happened all because of the curious mind
of a physicist who is bringing wide applications for
same invention in different aspects which has
been in the case of carbon dioxide lasers too.

A Carbon dioxide molecule cannot remain static
at all; different modes of vibrations (symmetric,
asymmetric & bending) are always associated
with it. In Chemistry, the concept of partial
pressures that we use is applied to keep three
inert gasses (CO2, He, N2) in a glass tube. Here,
these gaseous molecules do not undergo any
chemical reaction but physical molecular
collisions (being inert). First step in development
of lasers takes place when energy is provided
using external agency like Electric discharge.
Adding reflecting surfaces to this setup can bring
highly coherent, intense, directional and nearly
monochromatic CO2 laser beam.

The whole procedure isn't so easy as it seems to
be. Producing lasers is not a day's job. Over the
years, efforts have been made in choosing a type
of gas, doing various adjustments regarding
physical dimensions of apparatus, choosing type
of reflecting surfaces (all these endless in
number) & applying various permutations and
combinations to these has brought these lasers
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into existence. Merely bringing a new
phenomenon is not an achievement unless
observations, analysis, further experiments,
improvements that we made again and again are
applied to our day to day life in one way or the
other.

From development of carbon dioxide lasers in
1960s by Kumar Patel (of Indian Origin) to
present era, we have developed wide range of
applications using CO2 lasers. CO2 laser
technology is used in destroying the hardest as
well as in repairing the softest. CO2 lasers are
used to cut diamonds in industry & for destruction
in military war planes. Also diseases like skin
cancer, severe oral cavity diseases are treated
by Laser Resurfacing Technique. This has
become possible as efforts to control the power of
these lasers were made by adjustments in
wavelength, number of pulses, pulse duration,
pulse decay, repetition rate and spot size by
using scientific approach.

We have different types of lasers like Ruby laser,
Nd-YAG lasers, He-Ne laser, Semiconductor
lasers, Chemical lasers, Fiber lasers and many
more with distinguished characteristics in today's
world but CO2 laser beam is highly continuous
laser beam that we have till now. Its use in future
is likely to expand as we continue to improve their
efficiency and technology surrounding them. The
new technology of using Fractional CO2 lasers in
repairing skin tissues by minimizing its damage
to surrounding healthy tissues has brought
revolution in dermatology .

Chahat Gupta
B.Sc. Il

Let the Environment Celebrate
with us our Festivals

When the word festival comes in
our mind we think about
enjoyment, sweets, various
delicacies, meeting with friends
and relatives, gifts and crackers.
Today crackers have become a
very important part of our
festivals. Whether it is Diwali, Dussehra,
Gurpurab or Christmas. In each and every
festival or any occasion like wedding, parties,
triumph of India in any game especially cricket,
bursting crackers has become essential to
express our joy and happiness. On these
festivals or occasions we are surrounded by the
aroma of festivity and smoke of crackers and
fireworks which has now become a controversial
topic. The Global Burden of Diseases (GBD)
report says, "About 620,000 premature deaths
occur in India from air pollution related diseases
each year” . This disturbing figure is a matter of
concern for India.

In this direction government is taking steps for
promoting Green Crackers. The Hon'ble
Supreme Court before Diwali restricts the use of
fire-crackers from 8 pm to 10 pm window and
ordered that only Green Crackers can be
manufactured and sold. Now, question arises
what are they? In simple words, crackers minus
pollution means Green Crackers. These crackers
cause very minute pollution or no pollution, hence
they are named so. The use of these crackers will
make our celebrations 'Green Celebrations'. The
crackers are jointly prepared by CSIR-NEERI
(Council of Scientific & Industrial Research's
National Environment Engineering Research
Institute), CECRI (Central Electro-Chemical
Research |Institute) and National Chemical
Laboratory. Some Green Crackers are :- SWAS
(Safe Water Releaser), STAR (Safe Thermite
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Cracker) & SAFAL (Safe Minimal Aluminium).
The crackers have a tendency to liberate water
vapours with pressure and produce sound like
conventional crackers. CSIR-CECRI are testing
E-Crackers or Electrical-Crackers in Pilani. In
order to get a positive response from
manufacturers and citizens, government should
take steps to introduce these crackers in the
Indian markets at the lowest possible prices.
Nothing can be done by government we as
citizens of India must replace the use of
conventional crackers with Green crackers or
simply no crackers and make our celebrations
really Green Celebrations.

Ajay Singh Raturi
B.Sc. |l

Phobia

There are some people who are
afraid of certain objects, places
and situations, such as, closed
spaces, great heights, deep
water and darkness, etc. This is
an abnormality called 'phobia’ by
doctors.

Phobia is a special type of anxiety state,
characterized by specific irrational fears of
certain objects or situations. The main problem
with phobia is that the victims may go to extreme
lengths to avoid the feared object or situation ,
thus, severely curtailing his normal activities .
Phobia is functional illness of psychoneuroses
and is based upon unreasonable abnormal fear
of common objects or life situations. The main
type of phobias are :

« Afear of water—hydrophobia

« Afearofdarkness—nyctophobia

« Afearofforeigners —xenophobia

« Afearofanimals —zoophobia

- Afearof height—aerophobia

- Afearofopenlarge spaces—goraphobia
» Afearofclosed places— claustrophobia
- Afearofdirt—mysophobia

- Afear of cats —ailurophobia

How do these fears come about ?

Sigmund Freud, the proponent of the branch of
psychology called 'psychoanalysis' gave an
explanation for it. According to him, phobia are
current fears that really substitute other fears
from a person's childhood, even though the
cause of the original fear may, probably, have
been forgotten.

Today, doctors are able to treat people with
phobia by helping them recall the original incident
that produced the fear in the first place. If the
disorder is not very severe, than it can be treated
by behavioural therapy as well. This therapy
involves a positive approach and a considerate
attitude of the family members towards the
patient.

Yash Thakur
B.Sc. Il
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Can one element be
changed into another ?

Did you know that at one time
learned people tried to make
gold in laboratories ? These
people were known as
e alchemists. This was the time
24 when scientists were in search
! of what was known as the
philosopher's stone, which was believed to turn
base metal into gold just by a touch .Althoughiitis
difficult to breakup the elements of an atom and
transfer into another yet, scientists have
developed techniques by which one element can
be transformed into another. This technique is
known as the transmutation of elements. A British
physicist, Sir Ernest Rutherford, in 1919,
changed nitrogen into oxygen by bombarding it
with alpha particles .
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What exactly is transmutation and how s it done ?
We know that all atoms contain a central core
called the nucleus. It contains two types of
particles called 'protons' and 'neutrons'. The
nuclei of different elements are different, thatis ,
each contains a different number of protons and
neutrons. Based on this theory, it is possible to
change one element into another by changing the
number of protons in the nucleus. This can be
done by bombarding the nucleus with such
particles such as protons, neutrons and alpha
particles. When these patrticles collide with the
nucleus, a nuclear reaction will take place. In this
reaction, the nucleus absorbs the particles and
gets converted into another element.
Transmutation is done with the help of huge
machines called ‘'particle accelerators'. By

transmutation, even iron can be converted into
gold.

Harpreet Kaur
B.Sc. 1l

0 Q\ )9 Q

Study of Cosmic Rays

Cosmic rays are streams of high
— energy charged tiny particles
that constantly enter the
— atmosphere of the earth from the

: outer space. They consist
mainly of 89% protons, 9%

radiations and 2% of heavy

nuclei of carbon, nitrogen, oxygen and iron.

These are called 'primary cosmic rays'. They
travel almost at the speed of light .

When these tiny particles of primary cosmic rays
collide with the nuclei of the air, they produce new
particles called 'secondary cosmic rays'.

Secondary cosmic rays particles also travel at
high speeds. They collide with other atoms and
create new particles. After several collisions on
the way, only very few secondary cosmic rays
particles are able to reach the surface of the
earth. Secondary cosmic rays consist mainly of
positrons, neutrons, mesons and neutrinos. All
these particles are called 'elementary’ or
‘fundamental particles'.

Where do these cosmic
rays originate in space
? It is believed that
most of the cosmic rays
originate in the
supernova explosions
far beyond our Milky
Way and some of them
are produced by
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storms on the Sun and stars of the galaxy. More
and more information is being gathered about the
origin of these rays.

The small amount of radiation caused by cosmic
rays is not enough to harm the earth. They can do
little damage to the human body. These rays
have been colliding with the earth for billions of
years and life has been least affected by them.
So, it is believed that cosmic rays are harmless,
However, there is a possibility that cosmic rays
may have a harmful effect on astronauts because
the intensity of cosmic rays is far greater in space
than onthe Earth.

Uses of cosmicrays

1) An important application of cosmic rays is in
biophysics: Prediction and monitoring
radiation doses received by astronauts in
space from GCR, SPE, SAA passes for Low-
Earth Orbit (LEO).

2) Radiation therapy for cancer using similar
beams of protons and heavy ions at few
hundred MeV/amu.

Riya Kumra
B.Sc.

How was Geometry Invented ?

Geometry is the branch of
mathematics concerned with the
properties and relations of
points, lines, surfaces, solids
and higher dimensional
ﬁ analogues. Elementary
- geometry is divided into two
parts—plane geometry and solid geometry. Plane
geometry deals with two— dimensional figures
whereas, solid geometry deals with

A

three—dimensional figures.

The word 'geometry’ comes from two Greek
words—geo means 'Earth’ and metry means
'measurement’. Thus, geometry simply means ,
measurement of the Earth. The ancient
Egyptians needed geometry for remeasuring the
pieces of their land, which had been washed
away by the floods in the Nile. They devised a
method of marking the land with the help of poles
and ropes. A pole was dug into the ground at a
suitable place. The second pole was placed at
another place and then the poles were connected
by a rope, which marked the boundary. With two
more posts the area would be marked as a site for
cultivation or building. Since their religion
required them to build tombs for their dead, such
as pyramids, so they needed geometry for
construction purposes as well.

In the beginning all geometry was intuitive. But in
600 B.C., A Greek teacher named Thales set
about proving geometrical principles
scientifically. In geometry a truth is called
'theorem’. Thales discovered the proofs of some
theorems and marked the beginning of
demonstrative geometry .

However, it was Euclid of Alexandria, Egypt, who
gave geometry the status of science. Around 300
B.C. (Before Christ ) he collected all geometric
results known till then and set them in a
systematic form in a series of thirteen books.
These books were called 'Elements' and were
used by the whole world for nearly 2000 years .
Euclidean geometry was based on these rules,

It is an important subject of engineering. Many
instruments such as compass, sextant, and the
transit, used by surveyors are directly related to
principles of geometry.

Parminder Singh
B.Sc. 1l

(96 )
@




What are isotopes ?

All elements are made up of tiny
invisible particles called atoms.
According to the scientists, at
the centre of an atom there is a
core called the 'nucleus', around
which the electrons revolve in
different orbits. the nucleus is
made up of two types of
particles, called 'protons' and ‘neutrons'. All
atoms of a particular element have the same
number of protons in the nucleus which can vary
without changing the chemical nature of the
element.

The number of protons in an atom is called its
‘atomic number' while the total number of protons
and neutrons is called its 'mass number' or
‘atomic weight'. Chemical properties of a
substance depend on the electrons outside the
nucleus and the physical properties on its mass
number. Atoms of the same element having the
same atomic number but different mass numbers
are called its 'isotopes'. For Example, hydrogen
has three isotopes — Protium, deuterium and
tritium. Protium has only one proton, deuterium
or heavy hydrogen has one proton and one
neutron while tritium has one proton and two
neutrons . Tritium does not exist naturally. It is
produced by artificial means.

Deuterium

Freatiom Tritivier

ihe three isotopes of hydrogen
All the isotopes of the same element have the
same chemical properties but different physical
properties . Almost all elements are mixture of
isotopes . Oxygen and chlorine have two isotopes
each . Two of the isotopes of Uranium are U- 235
and U-238.

Isotopes of some elements are radioactive in
nature, that is they emit invisible radiations and
decay into isotopes of other elements. An
instrument called 'mass spectrograph’, separates
isotopes of an element. Particle accelerators are
used to prepare 'radio isotopes'.

Radio isotopes are very useful :

1) Cobalt—60 and radium isotopes are used to
burn out cancerous growths.

2) Carbon -14 is used to determine the age of
the dead plants and animals. This process is
called 'radioactive dating'.

3) Isotopes of iodine are used for the treatment
of goiter.

4) Artificial radio — isotopes are used to study as
chemical reactions tracers to study the
movement of compounds in plants and
animals.

5) With the help of isotopes, many diseases are
diagnosed. This branch of medicinesis called
'nuclear medicine'.

Manufacturers of precision instruments use
some isotopes to detect tiny flaws in metal
castings and to make extremely fine
measurements.

Simranjeet Kaur
B.Sc. Il

Did You Know...

e Aviolinis made up of 70 separate pieces of
wood!

e The tiny plastic covering on the tip of a
shoelace is called an aglet.

e The temperature at the tip of a lighted
cigarette is 700 degrees Celsius!

® Back in the 1600s, brandy was used in
thermometers instead of mercury?

Tejas

M. Sc | Maths
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What is Nebulae ?

A nebula is a large cloud of
gases and dust in outer space.
There are two types of nebulae -
diffuse nebulae and planetary
nebulae. Diffuse nebulae are
much larger than planetary
nebulae . Sometimes, a diffuse
nebulae is close enough to a star so that its dust
reflects the light. A planetary nebulae is an
expanding cloud of glowing gas that surrounds a
star. If we look at the sky at night through a
telescope, we can see many big black and white
spots . These spots are called 'nebulae’. The
word 'nebula’ comes from Latin, and it means
'mist'.

Black spots are called 'black nebulae' whereas,
white ones are called 'bright nebulae'. In reality,
these nebulae consist of dust, gas and a cluster of
stars. Many nebulae are situated in our Milky Way
but many more are outside it. Lot of information
has been obtained about them with the help of
powerful telescopes.

There are some 2000 nebulae in our Milky Way .
It is estimated that there are millions of them
existing outside it. some of them are elliptical ,
some others are spiral shaped and some do not
have any regular shape atall .

The temperature of the nebulae has been found
to be varying from 6000 °C to 12,000 °C. The
temperature of the black nebulae is much less
than that of the bright nebulae. Therefore, they
appear black. They contain mostly hydrogen and
helium gases. The nearest nebula is 300 light
years away from us. And those situated outside
the Milky Way are at least 150,000 light years
away from us.

Scientists have photographed some of the
nebulae. The photograph of the Crab nebula
indicates that it is some 6,000 light years away
from the Earth. The photograph of nebula
resembles the head of a horse. It is, therefore,
named the 'Horse' nebula. Nebulae are further
classified depending on their behaviour whether
they emit, reflect or absorb light or not.

Manpreet Singh
B.Sc. Il

Did You Know...

e Bengaluru has 21 engineering colleges,
which is the highest in the world in any
given city.

e Elephantisthe only animal with four knees.

e A day on the planet Venus is longer than a
yearonVenus.

e Honey is the only food item which never
rots. Honey, dating back
approximately 3000
years, is the world's
oldest sample and still
perfectly edible.

Amarjeet
M.A. | English
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Science : A Poetry of Reality

“THE SCIENCE OF TODAY IS THE TECHNOLOGY OF TOMORROW”

Whatis science?

The word "science" probably
brings to mind many different
pictures: a fat textbook, white lab
| coats and microscopes, an
astronomer peering through a
telescope, a naturalist in the
rainforest, Einstein's equations
scribbled on a chalkboard, the launch of the
space shuttle, bubbling beakers ....

To understand what science is, just look around
you. What do you see? Perhaps, your hand on
the mouse, a computer screen, papers, ballpoint
pens, the family cat, the sun shining through the
window. Science is our knowledge of all that is
there in the universe: from the tiniest subatomic
particles in a single atom of the metal in your
computer's circuits, to the nuclear reactions that
formed the immense ball of gas that is our sun, to
the complex chemical interactions and electrical
fluctuations within your own body that allow you
to read and understand these words. But just as
importantly, science is also a reliable process by
which we learn about all that stuff in the universe.
However, science is different from many other
ways of learning because of the way it is done.
Science relies on testing ideas with evidence
gathered from the natural world.

Science refers to a system of acquiring
knowledge. This system uses observation and
experimentation to describe and explain natural
phenomena. The term science also refers to the
organized body of knowledge people have
gained using that system. Less formally, the word
science often describes any systematic field of
study or the knowledge gained from it. In my
opinion, science is both a boon and bane
because it depends on us how we use it. If used in
the right way then it is a boon for us but

when we use itin a wrong way then it is a bane for
us. Firstly, lwantto discuss boon.

Importance of Science in Everyday Life Science
has invaded every branch of modern life. It is the
noise of machines, cars, mills and factories, etc.
which awakens us every-day in the morning. The
food we eat, the clothes we wear, the books and
papers we read, the recreations we enjoy, the
games we play —all have something or other to do
with the application of science.

The things that we use in our daily life are mostly
due to science. Our forefathers put on clothes
woven by hand. Our clothes are made in large
factories where scientific methods are used. We
get so much paper to write on only because the
paper mills can turn out huge quantities of it.

We had cloth and paper even before science

came on the scene but no one could then think of

the huge quantities in which they are produced
now.

1) Science has conquered time and distance:
We can travel from one place to another with a
quickness which our forefathers could not
have dreamt of. In the morning, we get news of
events that happened yesterday in all parts of
the world. Why should we talk of yesterday?
With the help of the radio, we can listen to an
American speaking. It would seem that he is
before us and we are part of his audience. If we
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want to send a message to a person in
America, we can send an email and he will get
it immediately. If we want to speak to our
friends who are far from us, there is the
telephone that will connect us.

2) Effects of science on human life: It is,
indeed, true that science has added
tremendously to the comforts and
conveniences of mankind. Unless one is an
ascetic, one has no reason to reject the things
science offers. By conquering time and
distance science has brought mankind
together and so far made life richer. By
inventing medicines it has made our day-to-
day existence relatively free from disease, and
has, indeed, added to our length of life.

3) Examples of uses of Science in everyday
life: This fan and light work from the
application of electricity. Electricity is one of
the wonders of modern science. The bus
which has an engine works with petroleum.
The train is driven by the power of coal. This is
possible only because of the application of
science. My doctor gives certain injections and
the patient soon recovery. Medical science is
another achievement of modern science, the
marvel of medicine. But the negative thing
about science is that it makes human life lazy.
People do not want to use their mind and do
not want to work, they only want to take rest.
Due to science, there are so many harmful
diseases that exist on Earth. There are many
types of environmental problems like global
warming, ozone layer depletion, pollution,
chemical diseases. It is all because of the
misuse of science. People are using their
things not in a proper way. The atomic and
nuclear bomb and weapons are made for
protecting humans not for fighting each other.

Disadvantages of Science:

¢ Development in science and technology can
be easily manipulated by irresponsible
people. In the wrong hands, technology can
have a negative impact on society.

» Increaseinthe rate of cyber crimes.

¢ Failure of technology may make us helpless.

e Science and technology is the main cause of
pollution.

* The development of nuclear missiles through
technology threatens the existence of life.

e Sometimes it can affect our lifestyles and
health.

At last | would like to say learning science is very

important in schools today as with the knowledge

of science, you learn to think logically and solve a

problem. It is this problem-solving skill, which is

learnt in the early years that have enabled a

person to solve problems. Communication,

medicine, transportation, and almost everything

you see around you are mainly present because

individuals have used their knowledge of science

to create real life applications. Knowledge in this

subject also enables you to understand many

other subjects better.

Science is a mystery,
Full of chemical history,
Solved by ultimate chemistry...
Symbol of silence,
Factor of brilliance,
Science is the challenge of excellence...!

Muskan Gupta
B.Sc. Il

Did You Know...

e The carburetor of the first Harley-
Davidson, built in 1903, was made of a
tomato can.

e Paper money is made from 75% cotton and
25% linen fibers.

e Brazil is the only country
to have played in every
World Cup.
Tejas
M.Sc. | Maths 1 3
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Unravelling Farmer Suicides in India

A common problem faced in
agriculture all over India is
farmer suicides. The tally of
‘farmer suicides' in India has
spiked since 1995. The reason
behind the continuously growing
tally is complete negligence by
the government.

The core of farmer suicides is in Vidharbha,
Maharashtra. This problem started in the mid 20"
century and continues till date. The cultivators of
cotton crop in Vidharbha are the main victims who
face this problem. There have been more than
250000 suicide cases in India and this
unfortunate tally is increasing day by day.
Suicides are mainly caused by high amounts of
major debts faced by farmers. When farmers are
under a debt, they are forced to borrow money
from local moneylenders whose rates of interest
are huge which as a consequence burdens the
farmers even more.

One can partly blame the government for this
problem as earlier farmers used to grow crops
with the help of natural fertilizers/pesticides that
could be bought and sold locally. They would then
save the seeds for the next year's cultivation.
However, in the 1970s the government
encouraged the use of hybrid or genetically
engineered cotton seeds with the promise of
better yield and a stronger disease resistance but
these seeds required more careful management.
Unlike their usual methods of farming, these
seeds could only be used once. Farmers could
not collect seeds for the next season so they were
forced to buy seeds every year along with the
purchase of fertilizers, pesticides and irrigation
tubes. For the supply of these items, the farmers
are required to take loans which they cannot
repay; this again landed them in more debts. Due
to farmers use of Hybrid seeds such as
MONSANTO, the cost of cultivation has
increased but the price of cotton plummeted and

because of this, farmers didn't receive sufficient
amounts of money to support their families and
repay their debts. This led to major distress in
farmers, which eventually resulted in suicides.

To counter this problem drastic steps have to be
taken up especially, by the government. The
government needs to provide more subsidies to
farmers as the current subsidies can hardly cover
the debts that farmers face. Many farmers
receive little or no subsidies at all because of
corrupt officials. The sale price of cotton must
increase if suicides are to be reduced. Several
farmers state that the reason behind suicides is
low sale price. The government must be more
willing to address this issue if suicides are to be
stopped.

Most of the government policies turned out to
have negative impact on agriculture. The
government has forced the use of hybrid seeds
instead of the regular, cheaper and more efficient
natural seeds. The subsidy policy for farmers by
government has helped but it isn't much reliable
as corrupt officials siphon huge sums of money
from the subsidies provided to farmers. Other
countries are far more successful in agriculture
as their population is much smaller and the
subsidies greater. However in India, the
population keeps increasing but the subsidies are
not constant and are being appropriated by
politicians. The government is also demanding
too high repayment from farmers after providing
loans. The issue of farmer suicides needs to be
addressed properly by the government, in order
to reduce the suicide rate in the economy.

Simrat Kaur
M.A. Il Economics




It's All About Economy!

Till now, we all have blamed
Economics for being a hardcore
technical subject but trust me
you'll be amazed to find that this
subject reflects the behavior of
people towards different
commodities under a number of
situations covering their reactions towards a
small luxury item like a premium range lipstick to
a supernatural venture full of Halloween spirit to a
childhood fairy tale of Goldilocks. Now, having
come a fairly long way, Economics has definitely
turned out to be a subject for all young men and
women. A number of intriguing and beat concepts
have been introduced over time to break the
shackles of conventional Economics and some of
these can be studied as under.

Lipstick Effect
The Lipstick effect is when consumers still spend

on small indulgences during recessions,
economic downturns, or when they have little
cash. They do not have enough to spend on big
ticket. Luxury items however, mostly find the cash
for the purchase of small luxury items, such as
premium lipstick. For this reason, companies that
benefit from the lipstick effect tend to be resilient.

Leonard Lauder, of Estee Lauder, noted following
the terrorist attacks of September 2001 that his
Company sold more lipstick than usual. As result,
he theorized that lipstick is a contrary economic
Indicator.

Halloween's Effect
It is based on the Keynesian school of economic

thought Major spending holidays can have
significant short term benefits for the Economy by
encouraging extra purchases that might not
otherwise occur. It could also be argued that the
state of economy affects the Halloween industry
more than the Halloween affects the state of
economy. In a down economy for instance,

consumers may be less likely to spend on
frivolous goods such as costumes, candy,
pumpkins and home decorations. Conversely
booming economic times can serve as a boon to
Halloween expenditures For example, some
consumers might anticipate an increase in
spending around late October and, to
compensate, increase their savings during the
preceding months. This tends to reduce gross
spending during August and September. Others
might curb their spending in November, both to
compensate for increased spending for
Halloween and also in expectation of Christmas
spending.

Goldilocks Economy
A Goldilocks Economy is an economy that is not

so hot that it causes inflation and not so cold that it
causes recession. The term describes an
economy that is operating in an optimal state by
providing full employment and economic stability.
Economists sometimes disagree on the
characteristics of a Goldilocks economy, but it is
frequently characterized by low unemployment
rate, increasing asset prices (stock, real estate,
etc.), low rates brisk but steady GDP growth and
low Inflation. The U S. economy of the mid- to
late-1930s was considered a Goldilocks
economy because it was not too hot, not too cold,
but just right. This term has also been used to
describe the U.S. economy as it recovered from
the tech bubble burst in 2003-2004 and as it
expanded in 2013 after the housing bubble burst
in 2008. Because of the existence of business
cycles a Goldilocks economy should be
considered atemporary state.

Joyti
M.A. Il Economics




So what Exactly is Behavioural Economics?

Behavioral Economics is a
branch of Economics that has
recently gained much attention
after US academic Richard
Thaler, University of Chicago
was awarded the Nobel Prize for
Economics in 2017. He is the
key proponent of the idea that humans do not act
entirely rationally.

Behavioural Economics incorporates the study of
psychology into the analysis of decision-making
behind an economic outcome, such as the factors
leading up to a consumer buying one product
instead of another.

In classical economics, in which decision-making
is entirely based on cold-headed logic, a rational
person is assumed to correctly weigh costs and
benefits and calculate the best choices for
himself. A rational person is expected to know his
preferences (both present and future), and never
flip-flops between two contradictory desires. He
has perfect self-control and can restrain impulses
that may prevent him from achieving his long-
termgoals.

Here some questions arise:
1. Do people really behave as expected by

classical economists?
1. Are economists' assumptions of utility or

profit maximization good approximations of
real people's behavior?

2. Do individuals maximize expected utility?
The answer is simply NO. This is where

Behavioural Economics stepsin.

Unlike classical economics, behavioural
economics allows for irrational behaviour and
attempts to understand why this may be the case.
People have limited cognitive abilities and a great
deal of trouble exercising self-control. People

often make choices that bear a mixed relationship
to their own preference (happiness). They tend to
choose the option that has the greatest
immediate appeal at the cost of long-term
happiness, such as taking drugs, and overeating.
They are profoundly influenced by context, and
often have little idea of what they will like next
year or even tomorrow. As Daniel Kahneman put
this, “it seems that traditional economics and
behavioral economics are describing two
different species.” The latter shows that we are
exceptionally inconsistent and fallible human
beings. We choose a goal and then frequently act
against it, because self-control problem presents
us from implementing our goals.

For instance, according to the rational choice
theory, if Rajesh wants to lose weight and is
equipped with the information about the number
of calories available in each edible product and
the amount of calories required everyday by an
average human, he will opt only for those food
products with minimal calories. Behavioral
economics states that even if Charles wants to
lose weight and sets his mind on eating healthy
food going forward, his end behavior will be
subject to cognitive bias, emotions, and social
influences. If a commercial on TV advertises a
brand of ice cream at an attractive price and
quotes that all human beings need 2,000 calories
a day to function effectively, the mouth-watering
ice cream image, price, and seemingly valid
statistics may lead Charles to fall into the sweet
temptation and fall out of the weight loss
programme, showing his lack of self-control.

Applications of Behavioural Economics
The concept can be applied in miniature to

individual situations, or more broadly to
encompass the wider actions of a society or
trends in financial markets.




Thaler is particularly well known for his work on
nudge theory, a term he coined to help explain
how small interventions can encourage
individuals to make different decisions. Nudges
can, however, be manipulative, to the detriment
of individuals.

One application of behavioral economics is
heuristics, which is the use of rule of thumb or
mental shortcuts to make a quick decision.
However, when the decision made leads to error,
heuristics can lead to cognitive bias.

Behavioral game theory, an emergent class of
game theory, can also be applied to behavioral
economics as game theory runs experiments and
analyzes people's decisions to make irrational
choices.

Another field in which behavioral economics
can be applied to is behavioral finance, which
seeks to explain why investors make rash

decisions when trading in the capital markets.
Companies are increasingly incorporating

behavioral economics to increase sales of their
products. In 2007, the price of the 8GB iPhone
was introduced for $600 and quickly reduced to
$400. What if the intrinsic value of the phone was
$400 anyway? If Apple introduced the phone for
$400, the initial reaction to the price in the
smartphone market might have been negative as
the phone might be thought to be too pricey. But
by introducing the phone at a higher price and
bringing it down to $400, consumers believed that
they were getting a pretty good deal and sales
surged for Apple.

Consider a soap manufacturer who produces the
same soap but markets them in two different
packages to appeal to multiple target groups.
One package advertises the soap for all soap
users, the other for consumers with sensitive
skin. The latter target would not have purchased
the product if the package did not specify that the
soap was for sensitive skin. They opt for the soap

with the sensitive skin label even though it's the
exactly same productin the general package.

As companies begin to understand that their
consumers are irrational, an effective way for
behavioral economics in the company's decision-
making policies that concern its internal and
external stakeholders may prove to be
worthwhile if done properly.

Sukhijit Singh
M.A. Il Economics

Tragic Economics

All this Economics teaches us

Slopes, curves, and scarcities galore.

But the way it shifts up, down, left, and right
Just confuses me more.

To be perfectly honest,

| feared it would be a bore.

But with my tutor,

| see opportunity costs for every chart,
Now, please sir, | want more!

Supply and Demand, the invisible hand

Isn't this the way economy shrinks and expands?
Are your goods elastic or inelastic static

When you raise your price, is it sweet or tragic?
Does your income waver as you look for labor
Are inferior goods you favor?

Is there a substitute for the pricey things you choose

Will the demand curve shift when you get a clue?

Calculating advantages,
Comparative to absolute, who knows?
By the time I'm a pro,

it might even snow!

This poem might not rhyme,
but hey, it took a long time!

Prabhijit Kaur
M.A. lIl Economics




Malnutrition: A Reflection of Penury and Stagnant Economy

"About 400 metres from the
magistrate's office in Manikpur
block of Uttar Pradesh's
= Chitrakoot district, an 18 month
o = old Chandani Kol sat crying
! E outside her mud hut on a
sweltering May afternoon. Her
legs and arms were skinny while
her belly was inflated-typical symptoms of
malnourishment. Her eyes were glazed over and
her nose showed some kind of an infection.
Barely able to walk or crawl by herself, she looked
much smaller than her age. Government health
workers do not visit their district and Savita,
Chandani's mother is too poor to afford to visit a
doctor or buy medicines."”

2

This is the harsh reality of our country which can
be ignored but can't be denied. India's economic
transformation and growth have received much
attention in recent years. What is less known is
that India has also made considerable progress
on many social fronts, such as fertility decline,
expansion of schooling, and bridging the gender
gap in education, especially at the primary and
lower secondary levels. However, there is one
area of human development where India has not
fared particularly well: Hunger and Malnutrition.

Malnutrition means bad health that is the result of
not having enough food or enough of the right
kind of food. The prevalence of malnutrition-
encompassing both under-nutrition and over-
nutrition is an important indicator of a country's
health. Those who are either undernourished or
are obese underperform in various aspects of life,
missing out on opportunities to become
productive members of society. Productive
capacity is affected due to low energy, slower
brain development and morbidity. Malnourished,
stunted and weak individuals have lowered self
esteem and confidence. They tend to retreat from
society with little or no contribution.

Today, India has an astounding 190 million
undernourished people, the highest in the world.

About 47.5 million Indian children under- 5 years
are stunted (again), the most in the world. In
India, data for 2015-16 show the following:

e 38% of children below 5 years (urban: 31%,
rural: 41%) are stunted (low height for age)

e 36% (urban: 29%, rural: 38%) are underweight
- 2% were overweightin 2006

e 58% of children aged between 6 and 59
months (urban: 56%, rural: 59%) are anaemic.

The undesirable impacts of malnourishment are
significant in adults too. For e.g., The Body Mass
Index (BMI or the ratio of weight-for- height) of a
sizeable proportion of women (23%) and men
(20%) in the age group of 15-49 is found to be
falling below the norm. Further, anaemia is
prevalent in women (53%) and men (23%) in the
15-49 age group, indicating lack of proper
nutrition. Perhaps the most critical for an
individual's health is the foundation built in their
early years.

Some of the factors that indirectly cause
malnutrition are poverty; underemployment;
ignorance and lack of education; unhealthy
lifestyle; lack of access to nutritious food, safe
water, sanitation and hygiene; non-availability of
reliable and timely data, and sufficient funds; and
unimpressive performance by the governmentin
the implementation of schemes; unhealthy
feeding and caring practices; inadequate health
infrastructure, technology and services and
inadequate investments in health and other
sectors etc.

Due to its direct and indirect impact, health is one
of the important determinants of the incidence of
poverty. It occurs because, child health and
nutrition are important factors that determine an
adult's level of education. Education, in turn has a




strong impact on income, and parents' income
and their education affect the health and nutrition
of their children. The impact of malnutrition is
short-term as it results in ill-health and their
expensive treatment while in long run it traps
generations of individuals and communities in the
vicious circle of poverty.

It is clear that malnutrition and lack of proper
nutrition are enormous problems. The time is now
to get India nutrition ready and eradicate poverty
and accelerate the economic growth of low and
middle-income countries. To achieve the goal of
progressive India, there is no shortage of
programmes in India. These are-

e Public Distribution Systems and Fair Price
Shops

* Midday Meal Scheme

* Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS)

* Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Generation Scheme (MNREGA)

e Swarnjayanti Gram Swarozgar Yojna (SGSY)

* National Urban Livelihood Mission (NULM)

* National Food for Work Programme

* National Nutrition Mission/ Poshan Abhiyaan

¢ Employment opportunities for women.

* Ensure food security through increased
production of food grains.

* Improve dietary pattern by promoting
production and increasing per capita
availability of nutritionally rich food.

e Accessibility for clean drinking water, toilets
and good hygiene.

e Establishment of Nutritional Rehabilitation
Centres; Village Health Sanitation and
Nutrition Committee.

Thus, itisimportant to remember that-
"Just a little help, a small security,
abitof food, can save lives."

Revati Talwar
M.A. Il Economics

Currency Swap

A Currency swap is an
agreement in which two parties
exchange the principal amount
of a loan and the interest in one
currency for the principal and
amount in another currency or it
is an agreement which involve
trade in local currencies where
countries pay for the imports and exports at pre-
determined rates of exchange without the
involvements of a third country currency like US
dollar. At the inception of the swap each, the
equivalent principal amount is exchanged at the
spotrate.

During the lenghth of the swap each party pays
the interest on the swapped principal loan
amount. At the end of the swap the principal
amounts are swapped back at either the
prevailing spot rate, or at a pre-agreed rate such
as the rate of the original exchange of principals.
Using the original rate would remove transaction
risk on the swap. Currency swaps are used to
obtain foreign currency loans at a better interest
rate than a company could obtain by borrowing
directly in a foreign market or as a method of
hedging transaction risk on foreign currency
loans which it has already taken out.

USES

Currency swaps have many uses, some are

itemized:

* To secure cheaper debt (by borrowing at the
best available rate regardless of currency and
then swapping for debt in desired currency
using a back-to-back-loan).

e To hedge against (reduce exposure to)
forward exchange rate fluctuations.

* Todefend against financial turmoil by allowing
a country beset by a liquidity crisis to borrow
money from others with its own currency.

Shivani Mittal
M.A. Il Ecnomics
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Winners of Panjab University Inter College Volley Ball Tournament
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