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From the Principal's Desk

Dear Students,

As we step into a new academic year with the
shadow of the pandemic still hovering over us,
- we must remember that these are times of
transition and require us to do some out-of-the-
box thinking. The pandemic has changed the
way we were doing most things. Hence, we need
to search for ourselves what works best for us.
This is through trial and error method which will
test our patience and resilience the most. Stretch
your endurance as much as you can for it will
stand you in very good stead in the future. The
purpose of education is to be in a state of
preparedness so that we can deal with any
change and emerge victorious. We have to
prepare ourselves to have an open mind so that
we can respond to any situation in a creative
manner. We must repose our faith in God for "Those who joyfully leave everything in God's hands
will eventually see God's hand in everything."

The lockdown caused a slump in many sectors while many others continue to surge. New
mechanisms and tools are evolving every day. Due to social distancing many things, including
education, have moved to the digital platform. Hence, the need of the hour is to adopt new-age skills
to suit the current needs and secure our future. Lack of social interaction pushed us to spend more
time on different social media sites. Steer clear of diversions and use this as an opportunity to
identify your strengths and explore your options to give a thrust to your career. Dedicate yourself to
training your mind and your body through meditation, a measured pace of learning, proper diet and
a daily workout regime. At the same time, cultivate a hobby and do some creative work. It will help
you stay focused and upbeat. Above all, be courageous, sincere and honest.

May the grace of God be always upon you!

Dr. Gurpreet Kaur
Principal.
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From the Editor's Desk...

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it
was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light, it was the
season of Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of
despair'' .... (A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens)

Dear Students,

As we stepped into the twentieth year of the 21st century,
the global pandemic brought a paradigm shift in our lives.
Many lost their loved ones; there was hardly any family
that did not bear the scars of this new plague. The severity
ofthe second wave tested the resilience of the valiant.

Throughout history whenever we have been faced with
cataclysmic disasters, humanity has revealed its best and its worst. For every profiteer, who hoarded
essentials to make a quick buck, there was a selfless soul who sacrificed his own life for the good of
others. During Covid, brave-hearts came forward to lay bodies to rest that none would touch and, many
health workers stood like shining beacons in the line of duty. Eventually, the human spirit would
triumph categorically, amidst the darkness of despair and tragedy. In all this, valuable lessons were
learnt I hope never to be forgotten.

In education, with the closure of schools, colleges, and universities we lost the magical, interactive
space of teaching and learning called the classroom and had to make do with a virtual space of zoom and
google meets. Though we all adapted to the new technology, yet we missed the laughing chatter, the
naughty quirks of the classroom where learning is dynamic, teachers are kept on their toes by the
inquisitive, and discipline can sometimes be instilled with a single look. The invasion of the digital
world can never undermine the warmth of the human touch, the compassion of the kind word, or the
liveliness of face-to-face interaction. The Sutlej too is emblematic of the indomitable human spirit; it's
our collective attempt to reach out through the written word to students and teachers-a permanent
avowal of hope and creativity.

In contributing to the Sutlej, our young writers partake of a glorious tradition of excellence shaped by
literary giants like Sahir Ludhianvi, the famous Bollywood lyricist, and Keki N.Daruwalla, the Indian
poet who won the acclaimed Commonwealth Prize for Poetry. Sahir's first nazams and Daruwalla's first
poems were penned in this very magazine. It was this forum that gave them wings to touch the skies.
And while you have the burden of tradition to carry on your shoulders, you are also the promise that will
come to fruition in time.........

God bless you all.

Dr. Tanvir Sachdeyv
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A Candid Conversation with the Principal

When the First Girl Student of an all boys' institution (at UG level) ascends its highest
office, it is a moment to celebrate. Little wonder, two students went on to explore this
exceptional journey through a Candid Conversation with Dr. Gurpreet Kaur, Principal.

Bhumika - Madam Principal, you have been a
student here,what memories does this place
hold for you?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur- One of my best memories of
this place is getting admission here as this was
an all boys' college at that time. | was travelling
to submit my application to one of the colleges
in Chandigarh. But on the way we came across
the news of this college's exemplary academic
results and my father got so impressed that he
suggested that | pursue my education here
itself. Since it was a boys' college, my father,
who was Civil Surgeon then, talked with the
college authorities and the then college
principal readily agreed to introduce the
Commerce course at UG level for girls. In this
way my admission in this all boys' college (at

UG level) was approved and | became the first
girl student of B.Com in this college as well as in
Ludhiana.

Japin - Today there is a volte face in the
education sector. Post graduate departments
are dominated by girl students. Considering
this, what s your take on gender equality?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur - For me equality means
accepting our unique and individual roles as
men and women. Women should embrace their
femininity and celebrate womanhood. Isn't it a
divine blessing that only women can give birth?
As for men, | feel that they should be made
more sensitive about the problems that women
face in society. Both can work together in
tandem for a beautiful life.
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Bhumika- We all have someone in our life who
motivates us in times of hardship and inspires
us to do better. Who is that someone for you?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur - | believe in self motivation,
though it requires a lot of effort. | am blessed
that my close family and friends form a very
strong support system for me. | have an abiding
faith in God. And of course, on a lighter note,
the melodious songs of Shammi Kapoor's
movies make me smile and forget the blues.

Japin - Usually it is said that behind every
successful man, there is a woman. In your
case, can the adage be inverted ?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur (chuckles) - Yes | can say
that | am very lucky as my husband supports
me and gives me space and has always
reposed full faith in me to handle things the way
| deem best.

Bhumika - How have you connected with
students during your long teaching career ?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur - | have always liked being
amongst young people. My profession further
gave me this opportunity to stay in close touch
with young minds, nurturing and moulding
them. | always form an instant connect with my
students. Probably, itis natural.

Japin - In the present scenario what changes
should SCD embrace?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur - SCD is one the premiere
institutions of the region. At one time it was
called the 'Nursery of IAS Officers'. | feel the
pace has slackened. It should be picked up
once again. In fact we should diversify into
many new fields. In the present scenario the
students should work on their skills and
potential so as they are future-ready.| believe
everything we do in college should focus on

_—

holistic development of each and every
student, for they are our hope and future.

Bhumika - Ma'am, what is your success
mantra?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur - | would say that there is no
specific, pre-carved plan for success. We have
to forge our own path. We should put our mind
and soul in everything we do. Hard work and
consistency go hand in hand. Once we set our
mind on a goal, we should not relax till we
achieveit.

Dr. Gurpreet Kaur receiving a prize at SCD

Japin - What advice would you like to give to
the students?

Dr Gurpreet Kaur - Never settle for less in life.
Keep on trying to achieve the next big thing.
Failures and hardships are a part of life, learn
from them. When you start from a certain point,
the road ahead will seem long, eerie and dark
but my advice is to not worry and to just keep on
walking. | believe that if you have a candle in
your hand, it will automatically illuminate your
feet and then as you walk ahead, the light will
automatically shift to the next steps you take. In
the same way God will always keep on guiding
you as you move on the path of life. So don't
worry, enjoy the present and always be
grateful.
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Enuirnanument Day

Chief Guest Smt. Mamta Ashu, Councillor, Municipal Corporation, Ludhiana
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Foundation Stone of Shri Guru Gobind Singh Bhawan being laid by Shri Bharat Bhushan Ashu, Cabinet Minister, Govt. of Punjab
Pcte Stone
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Councillor Sh. Sunny Bhalla & Mrs Deepika Bhalla (Chief Guest)
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Prof. Harwinder Kaur Prof. Simarjit Sidhu
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NCC Air Wing Unit
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Celebrating Constitution Day
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Weapon Training Cleaning the War Memorial Swachh Buddha Darya Mission




Poster making contest
Buddha Darya Cleaning Awareness Drive Buddha Darya Warrior Cadets on Swach Bharat Abhiyaan

Cleanliness drive under Swach Bharat Abhiyaan Tree Plantation
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Aetivities of NSS & Red Retiban Clutb







=] 1] ]

L e

- i

Jhoomar Team (State Inter University 2nd Position)
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Prof. (Dr.) Ashwani Bhalla
Member, Affiliation Committee of newly established
Government Colleges, PU., Chandigarh by the Govt. of Punjab
Advisor, Jagat Guru Nanak Dev Pujnjab State Open
University, Patiala

g /% :
Prof. Iradeep Dr. Sondeep
delivered an extension lecture has earned her Ph.D.

Prof. Nitin Sood Prof. Mandeep Singh Prof. Gurmeet Singh
is commissioned has published a book has set a world record of
as Lieutenant, NCC Dhuni Vigyan the longest performance of

Punjabi Folk Dance, Ludi
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Dr. Raj Kumar Dr. Nirmal Jaura Dr. Karamijit Singh Dr. Harmahinder S. Bedi
Vice Chancellor, Director, Deptt. of Youth Welfare, Vice Chancellor, Jagat Guru Nanak Dev Chancellor,
Panjab University, Chandigarh Panjab University, Chandigarh ~ Punjab State Open University, Patiala. Central University, H.P.

Dr. Manjinder Singh Dr. S.P Singh Dr. Gurbhajan Singh Gill S. Jagmohan S. Gill
GNDU, Amritsar Former Vice-chancellor, Famous Punjabi Poet Social Historian
GNDU, Amritsar
o ,
Dr. Sarbjinder Singh, Dr. Jaghir Singh Dr. Piyare Lal Garg S. Jaswant Zafar
Punjabi University, Patiala Chancellor, Central University Former Registrar, Baba Farid Famous Writer
of Punjab, Bathinda University, Faridkot
VI
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Dr. Vinod Babbar Prof. (Dr.) Aruna Rajindra Shukla Dr. Sameer Sharma

Literateur & Journalist Maharashtra Arya College, Ludhiana




Dr Hina Nandrajog
Sahiya Akademi Awardee
Principal, Vivekananda College
New Delhi

Padma Shri Mohammad Ali Baig
International Theatre
& Film Personality

Dr. Vikasdeep CA Bhagat Singh Prof Raghuvir Singh,
Punjabi University, Patiala DAV College, Sector 10,
Chandigarh.
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Dr. Richa Arora
PAU, Ludhiana

Randhir Kanwal
Gazal Maestro

Dr. Geetanjali Kaur

Dr. Rajbir Bhatti
Deputy Director,
UGC-HRDC, GNDU, Amritsar

Prof. Jatinder Singh
Govt College, Jagraon

Prof Daljit Singh

Punjabi University, Patiala

Dr. Khushwinder Kumar,

Principal, Multani Mal Modi College,

Patiala

Prof. Rajeev K. Sharma
PAU, Ludhiana
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Er. Balbir Chand Ayri

Dr. Sumanjeet
Delhi University



University Toppers

Vasudha Gupta

Shalini Tiwari Ramandeep Kaur Sapna Prabhjot Kaur Deepak Kumar Ayushi Tyagi
(M.Sc. IT) (Punjabi) (Punjabi) (English) (English) (English) (Geography)
-~ l 2 l
Rahul Kumar Suman Heena Yachana Sharma Rinku Kumari Rajat Sethi Tanvi Kaura

(Hindi) (Hindi) (Hindi) (Hindi) (Hindi) (Hindi) (Economics)

Co-curricular Activities

A

Sakshi Sharma  Rishika Sharma Goldi Bhagat Poonam Rani Namya Jain Aastha Parmar  Gobind Pal Singh
(Economics) (Economics) (Economics) (Economics) (M.Com) (Creative Writing)  (Creative Writing)

Japleen Kaur Rishika Sharma Savnoor Singh Yachna Sharma Asha Rinku Kumari Anmol Sharma
(Book Talk) (Poster Making) (Debate) (Poetry Recitation)) (Poetry Recitation))  (Creative Writing) (Elocution)

Cleared UGC-NET

Amit Sharma Sanya Behl Tanu Kamalpreet Singh Jasmine Muskan Parul Sood
(Panel Discussion) ~ UGC-NET (Eng.) UGC-NET (Geo.) UGC-NET (Geo.) UGC-NET (Eco.) UGC-NET (Eco.)  UGC-NET (M.Com)

Sports Stars
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Priyanka Chawla Bhawna Sachdeva Jaspreet Kaur  Gurkomal S. Gill Aryan Saini Rajvir Singh Ajay Kumar Harpal Singh
UGC-NET (M.Com)  M.Com (JRF) M.Com (JRF) Athlete Athlete Athlete Athlete Athlete
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ENGLISH SECTION

The Interplay of Literature and Cinema

Perceived as literature in
motion, cinema first made its
appearance as 'motion pictures'
in the late 19" century whereby a
series of photographs were
projected in rapid succession to
create an illusion of movement.
Despite beginning with a heavy
reliance upon books for source material, cinema
has come to wield greater influence which has
only grown with time. One obvious reason for its
greater popularity is the difference of medium.
One s audio-visual while the other isto be read. A
certain level of scholarship and a particular kind
of orientation are prerequisites of reading.
Reading also requires active engagement of the
reader while in viewing there is only passive
participation with instant gratification because of
the mélange of sight and sound. Hence, cinema's
reach is wider than that of books. However, the
two have certain abiding similarities also. Both
deal with the cultural tropes of a civilization. Both
strive to mirror society to achieve diverse aims
like generating awareness, providing
entertainment, and of course, raking profits. A
symbiotic relationship exists between them.
Although cinema draws heavily from literature,
there are occasions when it seeks to assert its
own identity by way of offering its own
interpretations which may be at variance with the
purpose of the author. The question of fidelity
also creeps in. The reasons for this are manifold.
In the first place, it is very difficult to compress a
full-length drama or a novel into a film of, say 2-3
hours. The director must sift and select material
that will resonate with his target audience, which
is far wider, larger, and more various than the
readership that the author had in mind when he
penned his work. For instance, Anne with an E
which has been trending on Netflix is an
adaptation of the classic 1908 children's novel by
L M Montgomery- Anne of Green Gables. It has
deviated a lot from the original storyline by
including issues of marginalization, racial

intolerance, and inequality to make it more
culturally inclusive. Moreover, language can also
pose a barrier. Works written in languages we do
not understand are inaccessible to us. But when
they are made into English films or when they are
adapted using the local language and culture,
automatically the reach of the story increases.
Hindi film adaptations of Shakespeare are a case
in point. Epics like the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana have been the subject of many TV
and film versions in many Indian and foreign
languages. Such adaptations bring fresh
perspectives and interpretations to the fore.
Many may not have read these exceptional books
like the Harry Potter series, Alice in Wonderland,
Little Women, the novels of Charles Dickens, and
so many others but, comparatively, a much larger
number of people have seen the film versions of
these literary masterpieces. Alternatively, films
have also been reworked into novels.

Due to the ensuing pandemic cinema has
attained a new 'high' because the audience was
already 'captive'. There has been a significant
increase in viewership on the different video
screening platforms, thus, increasing the reach of
films even further. A fresh change can also be
discerned in the cinematic vision. Films are being
made on more realistic and relatable themes. The
alliance between literature and cinema also
brought visibility for themes like partition,
militancy, and immigration. Both literature and
cinema are individual forms of art. Both genres
impact society, though the impact is immediate in
the case of cinema and is limited in the case of a
play or a novel. However, more than the story, itis
the art of storytelling that is the final litmus test in
both the mediums.

Ms. Harmeet Kaur Jhajj
Assistant Professor of English
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Pros and Cons of Virtual Education

The world is rapidly becoming
technologically advanced as
years pass us by. Humans
discovered fire nearly one
million years ago and it was only
in 6000 BCE that we could learn
to irrigate our fields. Since then
and now, we have come so far
ahead that we have invented airplanes, satellites,
computers, and much more over such a short
period of time. It is surprising how fast everything
is changing. Our scientists are actually working
on Artificial Intelligence and Nano Technology!
Science has been making such huge leaps, not
over decades but years and months. If we just
pause and take alook around ourselves, we'll find
several gadgets which we have begun using in
our daily lives without even realizing that they
were not even invented a few months back and
now life is just not the same without them.

Taking an example from the field of education, it
was only a few years back when people had
remarked in passing that a time would come
when students would not have to take books to
school and would study with the help of devices
only. But no one could ever imagine that such a
time would come so soon or that students would
not have to go to schools and colleges at all and
would study sitting back at home through their
phones, laptops, tablets, or computers.

Instead of going into the details of how the
education system was abruptly thrust into such a
predicament in such a short time, | would rather
discuss how this move has affected all the
stakeholders of this enterprise i.e. students,
teachers, school /college / university
administration and parents.

The most affected of all have been the students
and teachers, without whose presence and
participation disseminating education is
impossible. Even though the curriculum and

quality of education is the same, the mode of
providing education has shifted from face-to-face
interaction in classrooms to virtual interaction
with the help of certain software and apps like
Zoom, Google Meet, etc. Initially, it was quite
difficult for teachers as well as for students to
adjust to this change but the younger generation
has adapted to this move quite fast and teachers
too have worked hard to maintain pace with the
students. The teachers had to come out of their
comfort zones and learn the latest technology
while the students had to re-learn the decorum to
be maintained during classes as a virtual class is
far different from an in-person class. In this case,
the control of maintaining order in the class too
shifted from the teachers' hands to the students.
They now have to be self-disciplined and
concentrate on learning of their own free will as
opposed to earlier times when the teacher could
punish them if they did not maintain discipline.

Apart from this, there has been another shift to
the virtual platform, i.e. Co-curricular activities. In
the past days, these were held in auditoriums or
in open grounds where students could participate
in sports, debates, declamations, seminars, and
workshops but now this has ceased to be. These
days, all events have to be held online, there are
webinars instead of seminars, and other activities
too are being held online. The one positive aspect
of these virtual events is that the students are
receiving global exposure. The resource
persons, judges, and chief guests no longer need
to travel to a certain location and deliver their
lectures but can participate in the events, sitting
back at home. The exposure to specialists,
celebrities, and other eminent personalities was
not possible earlier because it led to a huge
financial burden on the organizers. The cost of
travelling, food, stay and the actual organization
of events was quite a lot and the bigger the
personality invited the bigger the arrangements
needed to be made. Virtual events on the other
hand cost nothing compared to the initial costs
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borne. State, National, and even International
events can be organized practically free of cost.
This has led to a focus on organizing the best of
events providing maximum exposure virtually.

Further, looking into the effects this has had on
the parents, it can be said that they have become
much more burdened with their children's
education. Most parents felt relieved after
sending their children to school, thinking that the
teachers will take care of educating their wards.
But now, since their kids are studying from home,
the mantle of teaching them discipline and
etiquette has come upon their shoulders as they
are the only ones who are around these children
and who can make them understand things
personally. It is they who have to make sure that
their children are present in the virtual classroom
otherwise their children will fail to receive much-
needed education.

Finally, it can be said that change is a part of life
and one must adapt to the coming changes in
order to survive. Even though the necessity of
providing education online may fade shortly, |
hope that we will be able to continue to reap the
positive benefits of this method of teaching.
Perhaps, a blended mode of education is what
the future has in store for us.

Gitika
M.A. Il English
RollNo. 6011
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Knocking the O's from 2020

2020 kicked in with two big O's,
an outbreak of a global
pandemic, and a monthly
subscription to plenty of new
obstacles. The end of the
second decade of the 2000's left
a forever mark on the history of
mankind, keeping up with the

‘one’ big thing that shakes the world every 100
years. A new virus set its foot on the global front
with a mission to gain worldwide fame and it
undoubtedly became the talk of the big, wide
human village. As scary as it seemed, it
overwhelmed every big and small, man and
woman, as if it was the next super-villain Marvel
and DC had tofight.

For days and weeks and months people were
locked down in their homes, but it was the first
time in a million years that earth paused to catch a
breath. The virus might have killed many humans
but it gave humanity a second chance to weigh
down health over wealth and rekindle
brotherhood and compassion. While all the men
in power felt helpless, the birds flew a little higher
and the animals felt free. It gave us, humans, time
to revisit our thoughts and to figure out who the
culprit was. Was it a tiny over-hyped virus or us,
obnoxious beings, who caused the world to stop?

The pandemic kept sending us new obstacles as
signals to outrage the sleeping soul within us, to
bring a change and understanding of the
obscure. As commoners, we felt that the virus
outweighed all our stress and worries but on the
other hand it hit us with a realization that there is
so much more to life than just running after
money. It is 'life' itself that makes us the
wealthiest and that we are blessed to have had
the most precious gift of health that helped us
survive one of the tiniest monsters known in time.

While humans felt trapped inside the four walls of
their house and the fear above their heads, the
omnipresent lord smiled at the opportunity given
to us, to be able to spend more time with our
families and ourselves because ‘family is all we
have' at the end. The broken and distant familial
ties got another chance to revive because in the
most dangerous of times they still felt the safest.
The magic of the feeling of being at home was the
most desired, and no one cared about expensive
items or diamonds anymore.

Every new day felt like a new start over, for a new
hobby, a new activity, a new invention, a new
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dish, a new book, a new movie/series, and a lot of
more new-s than those can be counted. The
world stopped but a new love story began, the
one that we forgot we had with ourselves. Those
who had zero tolerance now became patient and
worked towards things they never did before. The
value of things we took for granted was now clear
and ignited a flame in us, a flame of co-operation
and help, a flame to serve humanity, a flame to be
of use to anyone and everyone in need in
whatsoever capacity we could. Even though the
year bowled us over with a new obstacle each
day, we managed to knock down every single
one, transforming each into a new opportunity.
The outbreak couldn't break us but we definitely
broke up with our over-rated materialistic selves.
Thus, a year of trouble remedied and renewed
our lives just like fire purifies gold to make it worth
its value.

Japleen Kaur Pahwa
M.A. 1l English
Roll No. 6024
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My poetry gives words to my silences,
Subtly but truly,

It touches my grievances.

| cannot emote, am not a dramatist.

| cannot paint on a canvas, am not an artist.

My Poetry

| have seen life in different hues

Words touch chords within in meaningful cues
My poetry gives me freedom to express

My poetry tells me there is nothing to suppress.

| hold talks with my poetry
My poetry is a friend to me
Gives me a different 'see’ of the world
With my poetry | am what | want to be
Truthful and sensitive
My poetry is my passion
| am creative.

Mrs. Iradeep
Assistant Professor
Department of Economics

Lockdown Coron (a) icles
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Lockdown! Lockdown!

In every nation, city and town,

A new virus dashed through,

With symptoms matching the common flu.

Everything came to a standstill,

Be it near the ocean or up the hill,

Only the hospitals were packed with long queues,
While everyone shuddered with the Covid blues.

Scary as it seemed,

Chaotic as it deemed,

It did us both bad as well as good,

By rekindling the worldwide brotherhood.

When everyone sat at home,

Prohibited to go around and roam,
News blared up on the TV screen,
Depicting the horrific global scene.

A pandemic had thus rung a bell,

To make a call, to shout and tell,

That the money which we run after,
Cannot guarantee us health and laughter.

It is only our family,

That can get us through a tragedy,

When life feels all doomed and low,

They teach us to get back strong and slow.

Even in a time this tough,

In a situation this scary and rough,

Its 'them' who can make us smile,

And give us the strength to walk another mile.

Japleen Kaur Pahwa
M.A. Il English
Roll No. 6024
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Failure

Some people fear it, others face
it, some know it, others don't but
what is failure? The definition of
failure depends really upon the
personality of an individual.
Weak ones flinch in the face of
failure; for them, it is the end of
the line but for others, it is an
opportunity to start over, to do something new, to
gain awhole lot of knowledge and experience. So
failure is really a life-mending experience, it just
depends on you and how you take it. There is
even a third category of people and | can bet it is
the worst one because they haven't had a taste of
it ever. Failures teach us something about life in a
way that success never could. It teaches us that
life is all about continuous efforts to meet our
goals. It teaches us a sense of equality, that
everyone has a role to play, a destiny to fulfill be it
a human being or a creature. Take the example of
a spider, it goes on making its intricate web to
catch some prey but then we dust the web
anywhere we find it. Despite these failures, the
spider keeps on making its web because this is
the purpose that it's been given in life. So every
human being must know his or her purpose in life
and strive towards achieving it.

e
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Let's talk about the present scenario. A disease
that made the world halt, Covid-19 which has
made social or physical distancing a mandate as
if smartphones or laptops weren't already doing
that. Not only has it left millions dead but has also
confined billions in prison-like-conditions which
are affecting everyone physically as well as
psychologically. Although the conditions were
meant to improve with time yet they have
worsened especially here in India with more than
two hundred thousand cases every day and in
circumstances like these people are unsure what
they are supposed to do. Being aimless or
hopeless are not ideal conditions to lead a normal
life. However, this setback has given us time to
think about the choices we have made in life. So
we should always take the positives forward.

Now the reason | chose to write an article about
failure is that | am sometimes afraid of it too but
the fact that | am at least trying to write gives me
the confidence that even if | fail, it will only be for
good, it would give me experience and a whole
new perspective about writing. So one should
always be up for the challenge however small or
big it might be.

God has given every creature a part to play in life
and he keeps on doing, failing, and redoing until
the ultimate end. So failing is basically a part of
our life. It lights a fire in the adventurous ones to
strive towards their goals with more enthusiasm.
On the other hand, success without failure can
sometimes lead to arrogance. It can make a
person an egoist. It can fill a person with too much
self-pride and we all know that the feeling of
superiority has never benefitted anyone in the
history of mankind. Just think about this - what
would life be if everyone got what they wanted
without any effort? Even to fail, efforts are
necessary because one cannot fail at something
without doing anything. Not doing anything would
have certainly affected human evolution and if
everything came easy in life, what would be leftin
it at all? So, one should always be laborious,
adventurous, and ready to make amends to be
better human beings.

Deepak Garg
B.A. 1l
RollNo. 2244
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In the Wake of Death

Itwas over. “Ahitand run.”—The
officials declared.

The landline was the first one to
wail. It had last spoken a few
years ago, of that old grandma,
in a far-away village. Yet the

landline broke its silence once

again. It was the mother who
picked it up before dropping it to the floor.
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It was a chilly morning in November, made colder
by the news that spread from door to door, phone
to phone. The air was thick with gloom. Clouds
hung low with dark despair while | entered the
house along with the neighbours.

It was a large gathering; some white-clothed,
some white-faced. Chairs were brought in by the
neighbors, on which the elderly sat talking about
the other living members of society. People kept
pouring in; distant relatives, friends who skipped
college, neighbours and the postmaster.

There wasn't much for me to do at the site. So |
kept strolling around and overheard the uncle
detailing the postmaster about the incident - “The
boy had left for college on his bike... happy and
cheerful, his mother says.”

'Happy and cheerful' - that he was; always among
the toppers of the batch. He was so ecstatic the
day his band won in the youth festival; still
remember him reading that story a hundred times
to me, which won the regional competition.

“And then,” the uncle continued, “as he
approached the New Market intersection, a
speeding truck rammed... it just rammed into my
son... and he was gone.” | thought | heard his
voice break at the end there, but he just paused
and normally went on, “The matter is not cleared
up yet. The police still have the driver in custody.”
The postmaster nodded fervently with heavy
sighs, asking God to grant peace to his soul.
Tragic indeed, for it was death by accident, and
also because the boy was just twenty one.

| stepped inside. My dearest pal, now addressed
as 'the body', lay hidden under a thin stretch of
fabric. It was eerily quiet, save for a sob here, or a
snivel there. Close yet away from her son, was
the mother, looking ever so pale, so worn out;
leaning against the father for support, sobbing
silently by his side. Just staring numbly; the
mother who always made sure he picked up all
the good hobbies, remained kind to all, good or
bad, and respected every one. His dad, who had
given in to his plea to buy him that guitar, to play

his heart out; gifted a camera to capture the world
and the best racquet to smash his opponents at
tennis. But all that was left now was a lean,
lifeless huddle of flesh and bones; and nothing
more.

The parents were an utter mess, the ones he
would tell me all about. What they did for him,
how much they cared for him and just how much
he wanted to 'return their pay-check’, as he would
say. He loved them; he did... but could never
express it. I'm sure if he knew it were to end like
this, he would have opened up a little more,
thanked more often and hugged a tad tighter.

| was at a loss for words. We had known each
other for ages. He was an embodiment of
potential, brimming over with passion and vigour;
a boy who wanted to win the world. A billionth
fraction of that land was where he now lay, and
there was nothing in the world that | could do to
wake him up again.

It was time to take the body to the funeral ground.
There was a slight delay, because one of his
aunts was still on the way. And | just knew the fact
that the young fool would've loved the delay, for
sure, not for the aunt though, but for that girl in his
batch. That's how he referred to her when he told
me about their first conversation. “How lively! Oh,
those eyes are the most beautiful |1 have ever
seen!!” and he would just go on and on. They had
known each other for about a year. He was really
serious about her and would often tell me how he
feltthat she was 'the one'.

I'm not even sure if she's got the news yet.

As the wait prolonged, people became a bit
restless. Phones vibrated, and they would be like,
“Yes, it'll just take another hour. I'll join you guys
atthe office by 2.” | sat near the strongly perfumed
cousin who was texting about being bored to
some “Hunny”, and was coaxing him to pick her
up from the funeral ground itself. Then | stopped
peeking. The truth is always bitter.

Finally, the aunt arrived, cried, and joined the
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audience. Soon, the priest began mumbling
prayers. People glanced at each other. If their
glances met, they would quickly shut their eyes
and put on a serious face just to affirm and
maintain the intensity of the incident. It was quite
aview.

By the time they had placed him on a wooden
stretcher, people had already begun a
procession towards the crematorium. | remember
the days we used to go to those grounds at night
when we were kids. We would call all the friends,
join our hands together and try to contact the
souls and spirits through an Ouija board.

Back in the present, two able-bodied cousins and
two of the other friends carried the bier on their
shoulders. | could've lent my shoulder too, but |
just couldn't. My heart alone was heavy enough.
Thus began the 'ultimate’ journey of the boy. For
someone who wanted to explore and travel the
globe, half a mile seemed a heavy bargain. One
of the morticians led the crowd, chanting the
name of God. People would repeat after him like
parrots, looking into their cell phones or attending
urgent calls in between. It was just too kind of
them to bear along.

Rest assured it wasn't the same world I'd known
for all these years. It was now, remarkably
different. Most people would forget the whole
affair in an hour or so. The only ones who'd have
to live with an eternal void would be the parents.
Their young prince was being carried away on his
wooden chariot to conquer the land of no return.
But for others, it was just a matter of hours.

We reached the crematorium. The logs were
already prepared upon which the body was to be
placed. The cold had alleviated a bit. Gusts of
wind, however, continued to sigh through the
ground. It was all very quiet now. Amidst the huge
congregation, the body was placed carefully on
the wooden logs and covered by a multitude of
white sheets, perhaps because it was late in
November. And suddenly, a puff of wind swept
across and fumbled through those sheets, as if
counting them. The left foot of the boy lay
exposed. People were forced to look away, for it

revealed the crimson red blood, half-dried all over
his foot, or whatever remained of it... The people
working on the sheets hastily covered it again
carefully. Maybe God too, didn't accept
unpackaged stuff.

The pyre was lit by the father, who'd jump at his
pettiest of wounds, but he didn't protest now. As
the blazing tips of the fire now rose higher and
higher in the cold breeze, | saw the smouldering
of afuture. No! It wasn't just skin or bones, itwas a
whole world. And the society, the people... well,
why would they care, they didn't know any of it

anyway.

Eventually, people began to take their leave and
hurried off on their respective wheels. The
morticians had been paid for the day, and they
too, scampered off for lunch. The parents bore a
look of daze and confusion, not knowing where to
go now. Transparent as | was now, to the
opagueness of this world, also didn't know where
togo from here.

The poor parents left too, supported by the
remaining family that had stayed behind. The sun
was out now and was weakly peeping through the
haze. The wind had dropped and the dust settled,
forgood. Dustitwas, all that was left.

| stood all alone watching the dead and dry,
reddish-orange leaves float by. | wondered if
there was an end to their journey, or if they would
just pass on from one street to another. Or was
thisthe end?

I walked out of the crematorium and went straight
towards the colony park where we used to have
our chats and settled on the corner bench.

My foot had been hurting for a while now. No
doubt, it had been a debilitating day...

I looked around for amoment. And justas | turned
my eyes towards my foot... thereitwas...

Crimson red blood... half dried...

Gobindpal Singh
B.A. 1
Roll No. 2263
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Learning beyond classrooms...

The Art of Translation

An online workshop on
'Understanding Cultural
Nuances in Translation' was
organised by the PG
Department of English. Dr. Hina
Nandrajog, Principal,
Vivekananda College, New
Delhi, helped the participants
understand the finer nuances of this art which, as
she said, could be very thrilling and frustrating at
the same time for one can never be fully satisfied
with one's work and the search for that exact word
could keep on teasing one. Dr. Nandrajog is two
times recipient of the prestigious Katha Prize for
Translation, in 1999 and 2001, and the coveted
Sahitya Akademi Prize for Translation in 2007,
and many more honours and recognitions.

Since the very beginning of human existence,
man has needed to connect with others outside
his tribe. Hence, it is vital to create successful
communication across different cultures. The
transmission of a written text from one language
to another is known as translation. Language is
much more than just a means of communication.
Itis a reflection of a people's culture, society, and
beliefs. Through translation one can have access
to different cultures which would have been
otherwise impossible.

The Principal, Dr. Gurpreet very aptly opined that
in translation the soul of the meaning in the
source language should remain intact. The key
function of translation is to preserve the text's
intent and original tone while accounting for
regional and cultural differences between the
source and target languages. Proficiency in more
than one language is required for translation
along with a strong grasp of vocabulary. The
orientation of the translator also matters.

Elaborating upon the challenges faced by
translators, Dr. Nandrajog explained that learning
to negotiate and neutralize is key to conveying

the meaning of the work being translated. The
text has to be taken closer to the reader. Hence,
there is no single methodology for translation. Itis
frequently a mixture of strategies indicated by the
target language. A literal translation is a word-for-
word translation into the target language that is
idiomatically and grammatically correct. On the
other hand, when the conceptual or structural
elements of the original text cannot be directly
translated into the target language, the translator
resorts to other strategies like transposition,
trans-creation, modulation, adaption, or
reformulation. The text might become a trans-
creation if the translator takes too many liberties
with it, as in the case of the epic, Ramayana.
There exists so many translations of Ramayana
depending upon the target reader for whom it is
being translated. For example, its language will
be differentifitis being translated for children or if
itis being translated for the western reader and so
on. A free translation is one that faithfully
reproduces the original text's meaning. It may or
may not closely resemble the original's format or
arrangement.

Transposition includes reordering the
components of speech, that is, subject-verb-
object placement in a phrase without affecting the
meaning. Modulation entails substituting a term
that is not identical to the original but conveys the
same meaning. When it comes to adaptation, the
most common substitute is culture, which means
the translator employs a different word or phrase
that is more appropriate and familiar to the culture
that speaks the target language. For example, a
cricket match can be changed to a baseball
match for the American target audience to be
able to relate. Reformulation entails employing a
different expression to convey the same
meaning, which aids in the translation of proverbs
and idioms. For example, comparison with an owl
indicates the person's foolishness in Hindi-
speaking culture while the English proverb 'As
wise as an ow!l' indicates the exact opposite.
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Hence, the knowledge of cultural context of
words and phrasesis vital.

The ultimate goal of translation is to successfully
communicate the source content in the target
text. The words of AK Ramanujan - "A translator
is an artist under oath" form the basic principle of
alltranslation theories.

Babbandeep Kaur

M.A. | English
RollNo. 5025

The Indian Feminist

Atits most basic level, Feminism
refers to the advocacy of
women's rights based on the
inherent equality of sexes. It

incorporates several social,
political, cultural movements
and moral philosophies

concerned with gender
discrimination and equal rights for women. The
term “feminism” comes from the French word
“Femenisme” and was first used in England in the
1800s in association with the movement for equal
rights for women. The history of feminism can be
divided into three waves; the first feminist wave
was in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, the second was in the 1960s and
1970s, and the third wave extends from the
1990sto the present.

Often when we think about feminism we
associate it with the west. Names like Elaine
Showalter, Virginia Woolf, and Simone de
Beauvoir come to our mind. But to interpret
history in monolithic universal terms by ignoring
cultural differences would be a big mistake.
Feminism is diasporic and multicultural. Every
society is different, so the women living in these

societies cannot have similar needs. Their needs
are conditioned by several factors, such as racial,
familial background, educational qualification,
economic status, etc. We cannot talk about equal
employment opportunities for women in a society
where even their education is not guaranteed.

India has a long history of patriarchy, but even
under severe societal pressures women have
resisted conformity. In the literature of the early
Vedic period, one can find mention of several
female scholars like Gargi, Maitreyi, and
Lopamudra. In the 17th century, Bibi Dalbir Kaur
formed an all women's army to fight the Mughal
forces. After succeeding her father to the
Kakatiya throne, Rani Rudrama Devi led several
battles at the age of 14 against nobles in her
kingdom who opposed her rule because of her
gender. Savitribai Phule along with her husband
worked for women's education and also opened a
care center for victims of sexual abuse.

If we talk about the 21st century, women are
working hard to achieve equality in every field.
Meenakshi Arora's persistent efforts led to the
framing of the Vishakha Guidelines, which
became the basis for the formation of the Sexual
Harassment of Women at Workplace Act (2003).
Activist Kavita Krishnan set in motion a series of
protests after the Nirbhaya rape case, which led
to the Criminal Law Amendment 2013 that made
changes inthe existing rape laws in the country.

Feminism in India is misunderstood by men and
women alike. People think that it is about hating
men and establishing women as the stronger sex
in society. But in reality, feminism is about
equality, and how both genders should be treated
equally in every aspect. For example, if a man
wants to be a nurse, or wants to do any job that
society thinks of as feminine, he should be able to
do so without any pressure.

However, it is heartening to see that there are
families where girls are not made to feel any less
than boys, where they are told by their parents
and family members to hold their heads high.
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They are encouraged to form their own opinions
and put them forward even if they are different
from others. If we give some serious thought, isn't
it is ludicrous that people should discriminate
against anyone because of their gender? As a
society, we need to grow up, emerge from our
little bubbles and enjoy the beauty of the world
instead of getting our minds tangled in useless
viewpoints. Sympathetic looks are given to girls
when people get to know that they don't have a
brother, men catcalling girls on the street, all this
gives a perspective on how women are looked
upon as inferior to men and what women are
facing every day across the country and makes it
implicitly clear that we have a long way to go as a
society.

One of the most difficult tasks that feminists face
today cannot be solved in a courtroom; that is
changing men's underlying attitude towards
women. From childhood itself, we need to teach
our boys to see everyone as equals and our girls
to be more assertive. This change in attitude is
the only way to end violence and abuse towards
women. Because we are such a diverse country,
feminism cannot mean the same for everyone. To
some women it means going out at any hour
without fearing for their safety, to some it means
having equal opportunities at the workplace, and
to some, it means having the basic right to
respect. Therefore, we women need to band
together and march towards a more equal India.

"l am not free while any woman is unfree, even if
her shackles are very different than my own." ----
Audrey Lorde

Jasnoor Kaur
M.A. I English
Roll No. 5006

(" Factopedia )
® Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru was nominated
11 times for the Nobel Prize.

® The heart of a blue whale is so big that a

\ human can swim through the arteries. )

Impact of the Lockdown

Covid-19 which is said to have
originated from Wuhan, China
has caused a serious impact on
almost every society of the
world. This virus spread at a very
fast rate and lockdown seemed
to be the only method to control
its spread. Almost all countries
of the world adopted this method. During
lockdown in Indian society, multiple issues
related to social, educational, agricultural etc.
have been noticed. The pandemic has had a
serious impact on the lives of workers, youth,
children, and even on families.

The pandemic impacted people in diverse ways.
Those who work in offices now had to work online
from home, students too had to study online.
Women seem to be severely affected. During the
lockdown, the cases of domestic violence
increased. More than 92,000 calls were received,
asking for protection from domestic violence in
the initial 11 days of the lockdown. In fact, this
number kept on increasing rapidly so much so
that it could not be accurately calculated after a
time. This highlights that the women are facing
two pandemics at the same time, one is the
Corona Virus and the second is domestic
violence.

Education has also been adversely affected
worldwide due to the widespread closures of
schools, colleges, and universities. It was a very
challenging situation in India as many people live
in areas without any internet connectivity. Also,
many poor students do not have any
smartphones or other devices which are required
for online classes. So, they did not study at all.
The Pandemic has been a challenge to
educational institutions. They had to face a
severe financial crunch as the fees could not be
collected from students which are then used to
pay the teachers and other employees. Many
schools had to shut down due to this nationwide

®

NOILO3S HSITTONS



lockdown.

The worst to be affected by the pandemic were
the migrant workers. With the overnight shutting
down of factories for an unspecified period,
millions of migrant workers had to deal with the
loss of income, food shortage, and no money to
pay the rent of their quarters. They are dependent
on their daily wages with which they meet their
daily requirements of food and lodging. They
barely have any savings. In such a situation many
families of migrant workers had no option before
them but to go back to their homes. With no
transport available, they had to walk long
distances to their native villages. We can only
imagine the pain and suffering that they must
have undergone as they walked thousands of
miles with their children in the heat of the Indian
summer. Imagine the pain that the pregnant
women must have endured as they too walked
back home. Many people died due to exertion. It
is atragic chapter in the history of our country.

Apart from migrant workers, Gig workers
(delivery boys, cab drivers) have also gone
through similar hardships as there was no work
due to the Corona Virus-induced lockdown. So
many people were rendered jobless overnight.
Many people were stranded abroad as flights
were cancelled. This caused a huge loss to the
economy of the entire world. Also, when people
travelled from different countries to their home
country, they had to take many precautions and
be in quarantine for a stipulated period causing
many difficulties to them apart from the fear of
contracting the virus.

However, there was a positive side to this Covid-
19 Pandemic also. We found true and real heroes
emerging, like the doctors and the police and
administrative officials who were at the frontline
battling this virus. By taking precautions and
wearing personal protection equipment (PPE),
the doctors worked day and night to save the lives
of the people from this deadly virus. They risked
their lives to save other people's lives. Like
doctors, the police officials also worked

continuously to restrict the people from moving or
gathering about. Many doctors and police
officials also lost their lives during this period. But
humanity survived. Due to the lockdown, many
people were rendered jobless, and they had no
money for their sustenance. Many good-hearted
people come forward to help them. They provided
them essential commodities. The central and
state governments also come forward to help
these people with various policies. Free ration
was provided to the needy.

With Covid-19 shutting down economic activity in
most parts of the world, people stayed at their
homes. Street crimes like assault and robbery
came down. Due to a drastic reduction in
vehicular traffic, not just accidents but pollution
levels also significantly decreased. Nature began
to heal herself. Rivers became cleaner. This put a
thought in my mind that perhaps we are the real
virus in our beautiful Earth. It is us who have been
ruining it. We should try to control the pollution
levels which cause such destruction to our
beautiful Earth.

Through the help of doctors and by taking special
measures as imposed by governments all over
the world, we were able to control the first wave of
the Corona Virus. But now when lockdown has
been lifted and people have started moving
around fearlessly and without proper
precautions, the second wave of Covid-19
pandemic might prove to be more dangerous
since the second wave is spreading faster than
the previous one. We cannot forget that this is a
deadly virus and it caused almost 2.5 million
deaths worldwide. But many people think that this
virus is not so serious, and they are not taking
proper precautions and have started gathering
without any social distancing measures. People
can stop this virus from spreading by taking
proper precautions like observing social
distancing, proper use of masks and sanitizers.

Jaspreet Singh
B.A.1I
RollNo. 1827
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Learning beyond classrooms...

A Virtual Interaction with Padma Shri Mohammad Ali Baig

The PG Dept of English
organized a virtual interaction
with Padma Shri Mohammad Ali
Baig, an internationally
renowned figure in the field of
film and theatre and the only
Indian to have been invited to
perform at Edinburgh Theatre
Festival and Oxford University. His plays have
also been performed at Kala Ghoda Art Festival,
Mumbai. Known as the 'Master of Epics' and the
'Sultan of Revival', Mohammad Ali Baig has 450
productions to his credit and more than 40
national and international awards from countries
like France, Canada, UK, USA, and Turkey. He
was bestowed with the French Honour in Paris in
2010; Retrospectives in UK and Turkey in 2015;
and the prestigious Padma Shriin 2014.

In the interaction with students, he discussed
some of his internationally acclaimed plays like
Resham Ki Dor; Turebaaz Khan; Quli: Dilon Ka
Shahzada; autobiographical play 'Under an Oak
Tree' and others. Carrying forward his family's
legacy of curating meaningful and heritage
theatre, Mr. Baig is of the opinion that theatre can
be revived by making it a blend of meaningful
content and popular appeal. Youngsters, who are
so taken up with films nowadays, must feel drawn
towards the spectacle of theatre. The theatre
experience must leave them intellectually
satiated and aesthetically fulfilled. In the case of
films and ad films too, there must be a strong
concept that is thoroughly researched, is
presented artistically, and is 'saleable’ for India is
a vast country and films must cater to the whole
country. Moreover, simplicity is the premise of
creativity. He advocates a healthy blend of art
and commerce in the performing arts without
compromising professional ethics. Films and
theatre are a source of livelihood for a wide range
of people, not just actors, who are engaged in
different aspects of production.

Mr. Baig approaches his work with extreme
seriousness and in a focused manner for one
should not take the creative process for granted.
If there are sufficient rehearsals, one will not
forget one's lines. However, if one misses the
cue, a minor mishap may happen on the stage.
Talking about the current scenario he opined that
cinematoday lacks 'Heart and Vision', there is too
much reliance upon technology. The
advancement of technology has aided the
creative process, but it cannot replace creativity.
While adapting historical events for the stage, he
said that he learned from his father to focus upon
the lesser-known facts, particularly those that
carry a human element and appeal. He advised
against using theatre as a springboard to land
into Bollywood and opined that theatre should be
accorded a place in college and university
curricula.

Ms. Harmeet Kaur Jhajj
Assistant Professor
Department of English

é Y

Factopedia

® Istanbul is the only country whose one part
lies in Europe and the other part lies in
Asia.

® Launglachchi song has become the first
ever Indian song to cross 1 billion views
onYouTube.

® Instead of buying a Royal Enfield which
cost Rs. 55000/- in 2001, if one would
have invested in its shares, its value
would have become Rs. 5.5 crore today.

® As unlikely as it may seem today, Adolf
Hitler was nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1939.
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A 'Divine' Thought:
The Story of a Unique School

On 2nd March 2020, a huge
Marketing Fest was organised
on the campus of our college to
give students hands-on
entrepreneurship training. Many
stalls were put up. As part of the
Organising Committee of the
Fest, | helped many teams in
setting up their stalls, in deciding the theme, and
various other aspects connected with the same.
Amongst all the fun ventures, there was one stall
that quietly projected a significant message
without being loud and feisty like the others. |
talked to the stall members: Amit, Diksha, Neha,
Baljot, and Kulpreet. They were of BA 2nd year at
that time. Diksha introduced me to two young
girls, Mamta and Khushboo who were in grade
10th. In my conversation with them, | found that
Diksha was volunteering in a school and the two
girls were the students at that school and they
had made pillowcases and decorative jars. |
decided to enquire further because very few
students volunteer in the hustle of life. The
Lockdown did not deter me, and | went to this
school in Jamalpur. | was awe-struck and indeed
you might also be after knowing the entire story.
As per the reports of the National Buildings
Organisation (NBO) 7.6 million children in India
live in neglected areas like slums. Children
begging are a common sight on our roads. Not
just to passively sympathise with the plight of
these children but also to contribute to society
resulted in the materialisation of Divine School.
The simple idea of imparting basic etiquette to
these not-so-presentable kids originated in the
mind of Mr. Munish Dadwal and Ms. Sanjhali
Jain. This idea bloomed into the idea of 'Divine
School'.

The founders thought that if these kids were
imparted basic etiquette and education then they
would have no need to resort to begging. The
idea which sounded quite simple was, in fact,

difficult to implement. The parents of kids
belonging to slum areas did not want to lose the
earning hand through begging, so they flatly
refused to send their children to school even for a
few hours unless they were given a lump sum
amount which was practically impossible at that
time. So, the founders convinced the parents of
those students who attended government
schools. Since 6th March 2015, they have been
enhancing the quality of life of such children who
have not received the privilege of public-school
education.

Having started with just teaching kids to learn to
sit, stand and respond to basic greetings, Divine
School has seen manifold progress within six
years wherein now the students are prepared for
future by formal education and skill inculcation.
They are given foundational education. It has
increased its sources to provide the best possible
education to harness the potential lying dormant
in the nation. This is done by the volunteers who
are mostly young students. In addition to
volunteers, teachers have been employed so that
there is no disturbance in the learning process
when the volunteers need to take their own
examinations. Students are placed into grades
3rd to grade 10th according to their calibre so that
an in-depth knowledge of concepts can be
imparted. The volunteers and founders even go
beyond their means and pool their resources to
enroll some bright students in public schools for
their formal education.

One of the beautiful aspects of Divine School is
that students who underperform in academics
are trained in other domains so that they can earn
and be self-reliant. The basic idea behind giving
them the experience of learning is that they will
become aware at some point in future about the
value of education. This realisation will transform
their vision about the importance of education for
the coming generation and then they might play a
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better role than they did for themselves. Recently
one of the girls has been enrolled in a make-up
artist course and she is excited and happy. It is
because they have not thought such a life could
be possible forthem.

The current number of 30-35 students in the
Divine School keeps fluctuating depending upon
the phase of the year. Sometimes there are so
many students seeking admission in DIVINE that
the volunteers have to conduct a screening test
for the kids. The volunteers are none other than
college youngsters who believe that there is more
to education than formal textbooks. These 10 -12
volunteers genuinely devote a few hours towards
the noble cause of upliftment of these students.
They keenly observe the students and make
strong connections with them to understand their
personality and their passions. They discuss their
observations with other team members and form
a strategy of enhancing the skills of every
student. More than 250 students have been
trained in the span of six years.

The school does not have classrooms like the
ones in which we study. Rather learning takes
place in the open space of Gurudwara Sahib at
Jamalpur. | was astonished when volunteer
Aman told me that the school is open even on
Sundays and on religious days. They are given
basic life lessons on Sundays. Yoga and painting
are also part of their syllabus. The students here
are happy, they have fun as ordinary kids should
have and they are given every chance to express
themselves through various art forms. They have
performed a Nukkad Natak in Jain Public School.
Many organisations like Girls Up Team, The Art of
Living, and educational platforms like Abacus
have visited them and conducted seminars for
enriching their experience and expanding their
vision.

Divine School is flourishing with the help of
sponsors, crowd fundraising, and other sources.
In my interaction with the volunteers, | discovered
that they are passionate about their work.
Volunteer Ravi gladly wants to welcome more

volunteers into the fold of the school. Volunteer
Diksha reflected that Divine School is not just an
organization, an NGO, or a school. It is an idea
that should not be constricted within the
boundaries of Ludhiana. There can be many
more Divine Schools at various places, branching
out in entire India making underprivileged kids
skilled and financially independent. Volunteer
Sahil emphasized upon skill building. He said that
they keep on exploring their networks to find more
sponsors. They want to channelize the monetary
support in an efficient manner so that more
students could be provided better opportunities.
Palak, another volunteer, expressed the need for
individuals who could impart skills to the students
atthe school.

On 28th June 2021, the school achieved the
milestone of getting itself registered by the name
of 'Soul Seed Foundation'. The 'Right to
Education' is practiced in the real sense here
which is a beautiful concept. The kids who had
never imagined a decent life today have dreams
intheir eyes.

SamikshaJain
B.Sclll
Roll No. 3952

a Success
At times success is difficult to spot
Surrounded as it is by heart-breaking failures and
Tangled in the thorns of disappointment.
This, however, is only a temporary stage,
The last stage of the path of struggle.
Self-discipline, a firm resolve
Meticulous planning and constant practice
The only means to reach success.

He who respects them
And responds appropriately

~

Will be embraced by success
Eventually.

Abhishek Kumar 4
B.A. |

Roll No. 1107 b 4
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Third Eye to Punjab

The state of Punjab is known for
numerous reasons. It is known
as the land of five rivers and
because of the fertility of the
land, it is also amongst one of
the most ancient civilizations of
the world. | was born and
brought up 1200 km away from
Punjab inthe heart of India, Madhya Pradesh. Itis
the second largest Indian state and is famous for
Khajuraho temples, the Sanchi Stupa, Rock
Shelters of Bhimbetka, Kanha National Park
along with Bandhavgarh and Madhav to name a
few. It is a predominantly Hindi speaking state
though quite liberal. This enables the coexistence
of numerous cultures without compromising on
their integrity. Jabalpur is one of the 100 Smart
cities of India. It was once ruled by the Marathas
and Marathi culture is found in profusion here.

They say home is where our story begins. | was
dubious about my roots in Punjab. | was also
uncertain if the transfer would turn out to be a
blessing in disguise. | believe home is the
tranquility we return to when the world turns
upside down. The petrichor of the soil swayed my
mother back to the wheat fields and the cool
breeze of winters reminded her of the hearth
where her own mother would sit and prepare
'makki ki roti'. When | set my foot on this
prosperous land of my ancestors, | was
enchanted by the choir of birds, particularly the
Cukoo (Papiha). People here have a unique
affinity with nature. Punjab is India's bread basket
as its fertile land produces not only staples like
wheat and rice but also other fruits and
vegetables. This granary of India holds a primal
position in the production of wheat and
sugarcane.

If one visits Punjab, one's stomach is perpetually
full. Such is the warm hospitality of the state. If
you do not want yourself to be alienated in
Punjab, never shake your head in ‘No' to butter,
curd, cottage cheese or ghee. Punjabis love their
milk so much! In summers, people like to quench

their thirst with Lassi (buttermilk) and winters are
marked with the pleasant sight of melting butter
on 'Saag'. There are myriads of sweet dishes for
those with the proverbial sweet tooth!

The land has given birth to numerous warriors,
gallants, and prophets whose remembrance is
forever alive in everyone's consciousness. The
land of Mata Gujri and Mai Bhago can never turn
its back upon women empowerment. The status
of women in Punjab, however, is not satisfactory.
Our Gurus had particularly stressed upon an
equal status for women. Domestic violence
based on dowry and restricting the roles of
women to motherhood and housekeeping are
very saddening. Education in schools is co-ed for
name sake only as girls and boys not just have
separate walkways but also separate rows to sit
in classrooms. The menace of drugs is also
colossal. These problems are not just a part of the
state of Punjab but other regions of the country as
well. In either case, deplorable. The following
lines from a poem written by Amarjit Chandan are
evocative of Punjab:

Far far away on the distant planet

There lies a stone unseen, untouched

It can be seen only with closed eyes

As you see your loved ones

Arshdeep Mangat

B.A.1

RollNo. 1141

e . )
Factopedia

e In 1964, when Filmfare award for Best
Lyricist went to SahirLudhianvi for the
song 'Jo wadakiya wo'he went up on the
stage and announced that the true
winner of the award ought to be
Shailendra for his song 'Mat romata' of
movie Bandini(1963) and handed him his
trophy.

e Dal Raisina is a special dish which takes
nearly 48 hours to cook and what is more
interesting is that it is only available in the
RashtrapatiBhawan.
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UATHt fegmar

duwredl

H9g 2020 3 AET A6
nifadt farrdt 57 g3 fogr 9
s o= 3% Tat 'g Byt
BT T 7S B B I w3 BT
¢t fer farrst &% W33 98
Ud gamit AdG @ IH Jae
&dt | AHT »uSt 39 39eT Ifder J1 B <
faB= fAy 8¢ 5| T69 € 5% o8 HAfG®
T HIHET a9aT <t Bust © fAls <ar fem
ATH® J AT 3 10| Ae WAt 'A3%H HaHle
= feaz39 A< wid (1012) g€ IJ If, A3
niat & feg mifanr Tour A ug 333/
feg Ag< a9 feufenr | 'A3®A' @ &< a9
ol nareel feu 8 & orfag o7l

far €9 fe5 At A9 99 I1, 937 fonmaa
99 J1 AN ¥l AHTE 33T engT 398
fegat Qua fraaT affmr a7 faar 31 AT
g fegrat g yarereT ydt 397 ¥E & ot
&9 AGE | AdagT 393 fegat Qua wigm
<t | Agarat fef3o™ nust 393 w3 Hawt
3% MUT UHt fever Aaent I8 ug A3
5411 faR <t AR T A9 A6E BT AHSTTHL
Afg3 AZ 3 HT STYTS ASS Je7 T |

HEQ nee®s “Arfazs § AHH T Hier afde
I5” | AfI3a9 & »USt AH a9t AN feg'
Jt B2t I€t 3, A0 '9 Ifde BT 3X U 8T
U139 99T J9e7 J' | fAo3 1 6e-5dd Buat

I3 IF, BIa' feg AHT B='s 3ux g=&
FIYT HI<oe 6 |

UATE} 39T § 393 3 UJYET AI6 © I ©
YH W3 »TH 5%

ﬁ Qe :Q
UATet fegmar

SN\

e fa3 <t How fasa @,
for frga e Bua T & fonr
Hier J, 3t 8Aet =zt e
# H® a9 gseT | BT €A
HO6 fega o1 # fasmgt <t
ST vigreTEl a9¢ 95| fer A9 @939 few
# % g3 Agdt J; §u I fegst fo=a, I
Afoes, Hos Buat € fegwt § qfos
9ol feg 37 It As<E I 7 wiH Ja uex
'S J€ T 3t g 5% &4l 7| fen BEt A3
3 Uufgs™ wiAt 99 Uex gSig| JEt Ha®
Jer 31 fea gar usx I faedt € g4l 3°
T Hofefarsd Uy § AHST €@ ANGE 7
AeeT d|

H% & @t U'Eg § A%t g0t 2ue 91, dEt
frget A adt fudar| gt & uzr &dt
®ar Aae’ fa Hfes fdat g9 31 A< 9t €R
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Hi® u'eg 83 mue’ ¢ Gafonr #<ar, 89
HI® U'eT AST H9dedRa ¥ A<dl| A'g
A e e9 fev maet &, fazg S 3wz 3,
fegrat <t mﬁ'wauhmérm?rl
fAAg Totit &t arétérsﬂaa B Ut HAGHT
éwrﬁwwﬁmwnaﬂw,@zr»mﬁafe—o(
fo'stug @ 9m ¥ S /| 778 57%d B, MUt
AT @ T 5% fAf3nr At

agaT gdleT 3 Ha's fosat & fagmat §
799 WyE gdter 31 AC fa3 <t aFt <%
fHw<t 3t Fget &t g9 fe9 Usg & B
gItEt I

A3 3 33 g7 8
At Hest e feago 3t d
H 99 &d1 I €9 I
feg Beai St egara 37 3

fer A3®A (HoWts) IA® 9 widat
fefenmagnt & ushnt gaa<t Ul =t
5 | g3t yrt 9Ft fegr fefenraen € g5a8
oy &1 WAt fer a8 gugeg 3t adl, U9
fE3Has Ag9 d Aae of Aae If fa Ast
UAtdt g8t = gfey desr 3T 5dl I A9
WUE AE MeE @@ 3fey g Jd9 <u9
Tt BuE & 3 feuds € w36 FI6d
feg HE wm &dl, g8fa wats I1 mruzhort
afesret, Byt @ A9 3 J9 feuet @ Ha
Rz =8 fT At v 58t @ diee § 8F
gazdrl |

N9 fer Auest a9n feu far & far <ar
&% HIt Hee J96 & HI AT Afgwant ar
H 3fo fes 3 gagaag I7 |

ferm A &% fa fegt ggaet 3° @3 foz
& 9 fefenrgst &t Afos ugs < €3Afas
J&dt | Hnmug meet § fegri féer ot

Jons fitw
WH.2. g1 ufg®T
IB 3. 5528

P 9

dda! avs fve
asai & &3

9T HITHST & afgg »id yd A9 feg
e Jfenr 3| fer HotHSt e  AeH 16 @
gu's Afgg feg dfenr feg farat uwim,
#STH |7 g9 &% det 31 feg fanuat fex
<fedr % det 91 nia 3 fer faut =
ael fewm adt g fe'a Agfis de fad
3 g g0 3 fag 99 dfent fe'g % Afe 9
fer farrdt @ AgHs § Ja BTt eR 8 yus
W33t 7t 53E9 Hel 3 Y3 oF fev sa38s
T S JI3TI FASES T9% B § WS
g9 & fease & »mits St aet 799
Tt ¥t fAe Tu, AgM wife yshi
JIt| It TTEIA & AT F93 It &dt
T%fa got & vigfaa feerar 3 97 yse
ufenr| 5a38s € g9d AGl ededm,
ifer, S99 A g€ J I | fAA g9a &
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B IgHINY J I | VYA I IIA BAT §
¥g3 YA € ATOHET aJeT funr| ferer Ag
3 frmer yze aidte sa 3 fumr| fer €9
A9 3 JI91E B 3 ws-iE ghrt Fiet 3
Ag9S T AHG UJOTEnT| 9T HIHS!
a9d fad Bt @t 13 7 et I3 L MUE
ufgeg 3 g9 J I | oF feg Ao 3y 3
et B € 13 7 I W3 T B Yt 3
3IF T & NUT WI T I | IIGT HITHTIT &
dfenm| 2w fev few fes fev gmet <t
gt | fem &% B § I9 UIAS T ATOHET
ggaT fumr g3aT HoHt E9s AR
A< §€ g9 fest aret 3t 7 fanat & Haone
JI T TUAA|

3% A" W3 gA A< <t g¢ a9 fe st aret | fam
&% agt feq gf 3 gt 8 & 7 AQ | fAg3
®a fAe At sa38s €96 §u &8 It Ifa
e So(?%eu:sﬁfo(dowé‘ho(d'ﬁmrfl FE“‘o(
arslf%‘&?ﬂﬂsfaeﬁﬂﬁmh'—aw144wg
dist aretl Bat § fagr WA W 99 &
feaws @ weg fe3 @ 3t 7 faust =
HASIHE & <0 AQ | A96T HITHTST &7 g g
&t ugEl 3 793 9T ys= funrl HEE8e
Ag®, arr&?rﬂ-s'a—e'aaf?%arél ate B
M@?Wﬁrwaﬁaéwzgaﬁ
HAG®T & AHTST adaT funmi fer 39t mirAt
afg Aae It f& g9aT HotH<t a9ad Y3 AATS
8 ¥J3 HAGS' € ATOHET &96' funt| 2R &
nJg feerer 3 & ferer ¥g3 g9 ys<

fumrr| fem Hatvt 3° goT ®Et Baf § Trdte
J fa g »muz wat fe'g 4t 3foz 3 gt 5=
3 TYE W3 HAK &7 <0 3 © 0 Qutidl a9

far &% fer fan<t 3 sfonr 7 AgET 3|
Ifas
-ogg{g_..,

fefentt fagl agdl

393 feg et AHfmret ¥ige 75 | fAe
dar®t, dgdardl, fgmewg, wmETEl,
WEUZST IH BT AF T T3 AOY T fes
fes nisuzgsT cuet A 391 J1 9 F9L 3
N uz 99 I51 fer e a9 actst 3 Gaar €
Hi-gJ &7 & UZsT I J9tE Ba uIEit @
YyI9 &4d1 @ AGe fAr a9s 8T viuE gfoun
$ 2 g¢ dtdH 3 war fee gsIfeg €t &9
aH feg It g5 AT I8 1wt ugTE § An
st g ute |

UFE AT AHT nusT €6 3 28ifers € 99
aHt § fEe g5 17 At ugTEt § B wdteT 9
v adt fee | gr feadnt a8 feg ur 32
51993 3 g7 T% & A3 AHH T nisu33T
¥ HH® feg 993 I fue 3 1A9aw feg &t
B%Y J dfon’ @ A9 < &% use! I
méé@ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁw%w
§Ta & Ho ™ Faeet AE Bfds AT
aﬂaan?ﬁmzﬂu?%aﬁl 8uwt fe'g agl
W?ﬁﬁl Frwsﬂézmaﬁ@wﬁ
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St ¢t feshr g5 fa adte fesrs €%
WUE 89 &dt UFT UET I ASES § Tt 9
fa yeiRe rgst €t H weet Ae 3t A
Jdter € ¥9 & Uz AgE 3 AMH fem
WEUIST €9 J AA | TT IS HF T mry <
weug d€ I5 3 BT wuE wfeni § &
aUg JuT 76 8T Gust v 3fey Aue o
&dt| gH Guwt § <t adtst few sfoz faur
fee T8 1A % 3 WEUI3T T I96 fed <
J fa »figt € 9 UR T & It fsadhr oA
a9 3¢ U6 13 8usr § »i@Tr ge <t &t
e

WA g% BFAt § uITEr € HHS feg nia
I mer J1ufgd A fes 3t Gost §
U5 BE 5dt A i ater A 3fas A &
e BTt 3 Hd® At &7 9T 96 Gdt S
ATl 8ast & wa ot fasfewr AT I
It § TaT g 3T ug8e wdte fa B9
3adt T & a9e U9 mrust Wit § wrdr 3t
U3 Ad | fasgs vieuzg gus 5% §o v
¥9 < Bt ugT UwgEmit wuz feniast
agt <t fewnt € uss &dt age | Bast §
g3 U &dt JETIEgs MoUZ B A ATt

WEUFST a96 WY € 391 § & adf g9 79
ygdnr|

WA a% @ AX feg Hfdaret fest 7 fa €8
gH8E 3t wg T A9 Jer I weuz
fenast 3t g8 5dt a9 AGET | wisuZ vy
isug Ifde I6 3 nust nEEt Wt §
WEUZ JUE TISIFS N ANSET g¢ 96 A
T §9 g UT BT I5Ifec AT BT In fa
At 53t U3 3T AS 9 UIs | AIST T fent
g9 7% 3 fa uget feu agt gen ¢t st
gdEll A3 U3T I< € gege S §F gusy
¥6 A @Y IIt T &3B! AICleae g7 &
gfonr § o3 7 39 951 UR €] ¥9 UH
FIeE 7T IJ IS I AIET & 37 fAe wiyt ¢t
i€ g9 Bt I651 UIE UT9 3 FT BT
Aol 1WA &% J9 997 999 7 fgar 3 Ifeg
gt ugEt € Ho33T Bt I It A ¥9
U3e I6 3 BT <Uhu aHBE B g9 I
e I3

WGUIST € €9 &7 HUS! aEt 3T AST AHTH
g3 fUs 9% A< IAIaT § AYS 3 AW

fausT e 37 afoe 96 fa Ag g€ F93 7
I3 < a%3 AYe U6 & fa feg Aeoe oo fa
A2 | Ad 8®e It <fort fem U2 T51 iUz
fenast 3 aet e adt Bfumr a7 AT 189
I9 UH »uSt I HoEt ager I nmieugs
a9 It A3 AHTH 93 fus T1sIdt §
wisug It 3fer e 31 Gast & fenrg 22t
Jt BHe feu It a9 foe I 1fAr aws €9
wdr ufgers feg agt fems st aHr Aaet|
8 8% U9 St gt mifsnr Aer Jifeg €F

FEH gde TIIR I6 3t H nouIIT U3 J
A] | AST @F 37T 39l &9 AKET d AT
WEUIST WTE Al 3 IT ¥9 § U35 ©
JA3 3 THTen A< | AF 3 AYS 06 a8
A=l A7 »eAd fomes ur & 3o uH
a9 39 I Suat § & Sfemm AR | 7 €9 w5t
Hoe 37 8uat 3 AYS nidrs fee A |

ITdter & A9, HT g, wif oy 3T+ wiAt
gfonr @ 3fey U g7 AelE | wis A
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feo Joiait fa AZ € Waes &% d1 93
39l T ASET J |

ot

g.orA A gar ufas

Adl Yas
H 3 Aat Yo it It aHms,
3fde gt 99 3B féa g € &5,
fiprdintt distarst € sarfamt & & 373,
H 3 Wt 9o AOHT OF oS |
89 #3 Ay <t geq frurget @
9 I wiyT 97 It FIEE @
wifrar faf’ aisT Ues 3 yragt &
funwr g3 fer 377 fogr@et 21
e @ H wAfas 3 8em T A, afdet #g,
3 9F AUB N foHs 3 wwe  fenriat
3 AT AT IB3 € e 3 AT § J=dr
3t 39 HOT i 35 H Adrerat
nuE g9d H fer 33t t fagreiatt
3t 7ot Uger 39 5319 H g3 Bt
3T HT aHs, I3 H TS|

Mg IHT
g§t.8. g1 ufamr
3% &: 1107

da-mfoa dnti
feno odinti Saofinti
B9 @ fen ¥39 &g wAT
Hy 39 3 B Afa3
gaeht, fgsiza 223,
gca®, ®BF A3t dhrt
4 B AB, BA
Ha3 wife § ATH® a9e If1 I3 UsH
feees yI Ba es (Folkife) § Tt Baurar
€t miftmrs <Ag Hs a fere fen-u39 § 99
Haf&nTt J96 € TIH3 < 9 I& |

B A3 § g9 JUt ¥t AS3I WigHAG TH
feafAs d= & AHTE™ Jue I fHE, ¥4
N3, B TSt WA T gU T5 |

®< ATa3 w3 fefare Afos - 8« Aoz
BIOaT & Hfud nifsfeniast 31 Afazas
T I B AT w3 fefare Afos feg AisT
3 fefare Afos Sa Afa3 3 »iarEt nieAET
31 fefrme rfos Ba Afoz 3° Yoo ofAs
ageT d|

wougr fea fems @39 I fem
nifsfenast et U-29 HifumiH niusTe 7o
I5| A€ BIUT B § HToMH I &
31 ¥y uduar & fAgreT o ATas T
fer @ B%c fefare Aoz = Wit %
&1, At faut w3 AT I

8a3 ¥A-Uuug ¥ Aegs feg Ra-Afas feg
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fiaehit o5 frgt § 37, ara9 fiw ¥ #a-
Fife gu w3 IT B Sfe-gut widts <fsnit
31 U8 afe-gut feg digsr, wiergset, 2w,
nife »r A9 I51 fer @ €% g€ a7 ¥s<
afe-gut widts Wi, Famar, €937, T,
BIL-aET (FX gt fAe-fHe =i, e
g593, nUE 3 Haeq nife Ffe-gu mge
Grell

AHa®E UATst AN feg da9 efulr ae 37
- for=3t few Saainrt ferg Iahnrt o gt &

fa fdd Y3tz ¥iger Agst few ug 90 dfomt
ammﬁwwwﬁﬁl

ufos-ufas ggaar mue dfewt & goi
T He ygeT & g€ H 3 7% - &% Qo'
fans-g9ysT HadHs & &7 AieT A gy €
3% 3 fa »im &7 3T 3Tt g393T ATRT T
fgor 3 & It g9t @ ¥sT @B @91 fen
IAH-AA3T @ By gt 7T IIrt T3 | feat
Hfeont 3 e A T8 B Ffe-gyu W,
€ -3 BuzTHETEL U39 feu ¥g3 We duE
g fimet 31

At A, Afsnmerg 3 JArst Saurar §
AHSE %1 vid <t A9fgasT g3t 381 31 ud
g9 J¢t 7" 9at I fArer aos ferdiaqs I
nir < feridas HSt eniar et Sauar 3
Afgmeg e 7 fgr Wisht odt 7 A3
AOHE URF d foor 3 €9 fAge qist S
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COMMERCE SECTION

Entrepreneurship Amidst Pandemic Covid-19

Entrepreneurship — a very exciting word that
accelerates all our energies towards some great
achievements but unfortunately the last year can
reasonably be called a dead year which the whole
world has collectively faced. During Pandemic
many people suffered from depression and mood
swings due to loss of their livelihood. But
Entrepreneurs are special kind of individuals
who, Instead of laying down their arms, they hold
on to the glimmer of hope, encountered such
adverse conditions and ultimately turned out to
be realtime warriors.

On one hand ,this Pandemic had closed the
doors of opportunities but on the other hand it has
completely changed the perspective of people
towards entrepreneurship .As people stayed
indoors, all malls , Roads stood deserted.
Entrepreneurs were forced to embrace the Digital
Marketing Platform in order to survive the crises.
Undoubtedly, the journey was not easy, it was
very challenging but entrepreneurs rolled up
their sleeves for providing much better services to
all consumers in this hard time all around the
world.

This transformation started with satisfying the
basic needs of human beings i.e. from groceries
to all other essential commodities. Entrepreneurs
have shifted from offline mode to online mode for
selling the goods at the door steps of the
consumers. In addition to this, slots were fixed for
areas and route mapping was done for fast
delivery of products. Other than this
,entrepreneurs served consumers by providing
digital platforms through Zoom and Google meet

for conducting meetings like online classes for
kids , video conferencing through Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and LinkedIn. Quora, Yahoo
platforms were used for knowledge
enhancement, Youtube, Spotify and Vimeo
platforms for sharing media news and many more
in the health sector as well. With the use of digital
Platform for various purposes, people felt
secured and also digitally independent for
completing their tasks. So, this way the digital
platform has transformed the economy from a
slower to a super fast Economy which would have
otherwise taken years to achieve. This worldwide
disaster has proved the following proverb true -
“Every Disaster Brings New Challenges” and this
disaster more or less affected all the countries
and compelled them to overcome those
challenges. The same has turned out to be true in
the case of Entrepreneurs. This disaster has not
only opened up gateways for new entrepreneurs
but also made the existing entrepreneurs more
enthusiastic for expanding their current
businesses. For example Disney Broadcasting
(India) Ltd. which launched streaming services
of Discovery+ and Disney+ Hotstar in India in
March and April, last year. As of June 2020, the
Disney+ Hotstar service was reported to have
served 8.6 million subscribers. Facebook's
Director and Head of Partnerships in India,
Manish Chopra said that video consumption
accounted for 70%-80% of Smart phone internet
usage in the country and 1.25 billion Indians
watched the videos on Facebook. Live content on
Instagram LLC increased by 60% as compared
to pre-COVID-19 times. Chopra added that 95%
of videos on the platform are in original languages
that help to engage users/viewers.

TV consumption surged by 43% in the first week
of the nationwide lockdown, according to Sunil
Lulla, the CEO of Broadcast Audience Research
Council. Lulla believes the pandemic will boost
TV penetration inthe country.
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Undoubtedly this Pandemic has proved to be
disastrous for the economy but somehow
entrepreneurs were able to hold aloft beacon of
hope which helped them to come out of that
uncertain time and they are still putting their
efforts consistently.

Prof. Suman Lata Gupta
Associate Professor
Head, PG Department of Commerce

Prof. Geetika Arora
Assistant Professor
PG Department of Commerce
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Human Resource Development-
A Key to Organisational Success

In India managing a commercial
bank is unique and challenging
as compared to any other
economic activity. Banking
activities are highly regulated,
‘| both by the social value systems
1 and monetary considerations. It

appears that the complexity of
the task has increased manifold, making the
management of banks more and more difficult
and challenging in the years ahead, than over the
past. The crucial factor in the management of
commercial banks is Human resource
Development. It is very important for a bank to
develop their personnel in order to cope with the
increasing and changing demands in banking. It
has become inevitable for the banks to
concentrate seriously on setting up systems for
suitable human resource development.

Human Resource Development seeks to bring
about an overall development of employees by
enabling them to improve their knowledge, skill
and behaviour. It also helps them develop better

awareness about their roles in the work situations
and contributes to the process of integration of
the employees with the organization. Also, the
need of HRD is more in service organizations like
the banking sector. An efficient and effective
commercial banking activity is the result of
effectively motivated employees. A banking
institution is said to be functioning efficiently, if its
objectives are achieved effectively. However,
these objectives can be achieved fully, when the
employees are trained, committed and
motivated. Thus, the efficiency and effectiveness
of commercial banking will depend upon how best
the management has taken care of the
development of their employees in these
institutions. It has been widely recognized that
improving human skills through well-tailored HRD
programs can enhance the productivity of any
organization.

HRD assumes significance in view of the fast
changing organizational environments, and, the
need of the organization to adopt new techniques
in order to respond to the environmental changes.
The strength of human resources of any industry,
including banking industry, depends upon the
level of its development. Organizations should be
dynamic, growth-oriented and fast, changing to
develop their human resources. It is needless to
say that organizations possessing competent
human resources grow faster, can be dynamic
and steer the hearts of the public. Any
organization that is interested in improving its
services and effectiveness needs to develop its
employees' competencies to perform the tasks
required to bring about such improvement.

The need of the HRD in the banking institutions
has continuously grown because of the effective
role they are called upon to play in the task of
socio-economic development and rehabilitation
of those people who were, hitherto, neglected
and deprived. There are also high expectations of
the society from the banking system, which
cannot be met without the development of the
integrity, efficiency and behavioral pattern of
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those who are working in the banks. Besides, the
clientele of banking is not only growing with a
large increase in population but also getting
widely diversified.

Thus, HRD in the context of banking would mean
not only the development of new knowledge and
skills of the employees but also developing
capabilities to meet the needs of both internal and
external environment, attaining self-confidence
and motivation for public service. HRD also aims
at giving more and more thrust on the human
resources to encourage creativity for the better
customer service. HRD efforts in banks focus on
building a strong character of honesty, integrity
and truthfulness. Such efforts try to culminate in
enhancing the banks' renewal capabilities
through competitiveness, innovativeness and
creativity. HRD efforts crystallize the values that
are goal supportive and contribution oriented. It
emphasizes the functional style, ethos, culture
and work ethics, which are built around people,
manifesting a concern, and is sensitive to the
needs of the organization. The entire philosophy
of developing an employee in banks rests on
building a holistic person by framing his
personality, character and way of life.19

The HRD policy in the banks has to act as an

effective instrument to encourage employees, to

show creativity, to reach for excellence and finally

to render better customer service. Thus, the

objectives of HRD in banks can be listed as:

» creating a climate of openness and trust;

building a collaborative culture whereby

everyone is an important member of an

effective team;

e preparing individuals for technological
competence;

» psychological preparedness to participate in
change-implementation;

« promoting human capabilities and
competencies in the organization;

» facilitating to build a strong character of
honesty and integrity in performance;

 helping the individual to develop his potential,

L]

realize his power so that he will be able to
achieve his self-goals while contributing to the
success of anorganization;
« improving quality of work life;
In India, since 1997, when the ICICI Bank first
offered internet banking services, today, most
new-generation banks offer the same to their
customers. In fact, all major banks provide e-
banking services to their customers.

Aarsi Sandhu
Assistant Professor
PG Department of Commerce

The word 'content' is so
frequently used now-a-days that
it seems to be the most favourite
word to toss around in
conversations related to

entertainment, business and
marketing. But what actually is
content?

It is a message or subject matter of the
communication. When people use platforms like
Google, Twitter, YouTube etc. for the purposes
subjective to their own interests, they do nothing
but consume content. Hence it is an influential
part of their everyday life.

Content attracts people and let them engage with
different content providers. But for this to happen,
the content should first be created and then
marketed in a manner that it serves the purpose
and becomes popular with its audience. Content
creation is the process to kindle ideas, bring into
being the written or visual matter around those
ideas and making the concocted yet concrete
information easily available to the audience.
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Mae West once said, “It's not what you say, but
how you say it!” This is something we are so
habitual of hearing, perhaps it precisely lays the
foundation stone for the fact that creating the right
content is essential but marketing it effectively is
superior inimportance.

So what entails content marketing?

In simple words, it is all about storytelling and
people have been telling tales since the time they
learned how to speak. The attention span of
listeners is very short and it wanders easily
unless fixated by exceptional stories.

Content marketing in more formal words is
owning, as opposed to renting media. It is a
marketing process to attract and retain
customers by consistently creating and curating
content in order to change or enhance consumer
behaviour. Compared to one-off advertising,
content marketing shows that the provider
actually cares about the customers.
But how to succeed at using this fancy tool?
Here are a few tips to employ content marketing
in the best possible way and create an ascent to
be the jack of all trades —
1. Keep your content marketing strategy
separate from the content strategy.
2. Document your content marketing strategy
because a verbal declaration is not enough.
3. Your content goals and mission are critical to
success. Display them in your workplace.
4. Create your content for the right people and
make an effort to know them.
5. Use '3-D Content' model by following these
three steps —
i. Map the content to the pain point
ii. Use right type of content for that problem
iii. Map the content to buying eyes of people
who have that problem
6. Create more engaging content.
7. Use outline and offline methods as a hybrid
tool.
8. Use social media to offer entertainment along
with putting across your message.
9. Content marketing formats that can be used —

i. Polls and Surveys

ii. Podcasts

iii.  Giveaways

iv. Howto'sand FAQ's

V. Lists and Guides

vi.  Cartoons and lllustrations

vii. Memes

viii. Quizzesand Surveys

ix.  Opinion Posts

X. '‘Day in the life of' Posts

Xi.  Videosand Vlogs

xii.  Q&A Sessions

xiii. Webinars

xiv. Photos or Photo Collage

xv. Predictions

xvi. Templates

xvii. Timelines

xviii. Press Releases

xix. Original Research

xX. Company News
2. Referto your strategy often, give it a periodic
tune up and evaluate its actual implementation.
There are no signs of social media marketing to
retire and blush unseen; hence brands are
working diligently to create content that is better
aswell as atrend-setter.

Following are a few big names, romping through
the ocean of revolutions going on day after day, in
terms of content creation and marketing —

« Zomato — It knows its audience well and never
fails to bring out a foodie in them. Though Zomato
does not follow a strict routine of posting daily on
social media, it focuses on quality rather than
guantity. It has put forth a commendable example
of using multiple channels like Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter and blogs.

« Amul — Whenever there is a new cause or
issue, Amul is ready with its on creatively poetic

version. The -
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* Vogue India— It uses storytelling as a weapon
to create and distribute meaningful content.
YouTube plays an important role in Vogue's
content marketing, though, they are also present
on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Google
Plus with a significant fan-following.

¢ Flipkart — It is one of those bellwether Indian
online brands that opted for television
commercials as a primary channel for their
content marketing. Their ads are catchy, creative
and engrossing with children dressed up as
adults which convey the message in a humorous
way.

NAAAA

Therefore, content marketing acts as a new
resort against the dull and monotonous
techniques of traditional marketing; the only extra
flavouring, needing to be added, is in terms of
thinking creatively and out of bounds. The list of
ideas relating to content creation and marketing
is inexhaustible and hence the pressing priority
for businesses is to buckle up, generate relevant
content, market it smartly and rule the world!

Abheeti
M.Com Il
Roll No.
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Farmers’ Protest : A Call for
Justice
“Farmer's protest: A call for justice”. Well, we all
are aware about the ongoing protest as it has

managed to gain attention globally and is
receiving support from all across the world. It can

be said without a doubt that when the need of the
hour is to stand with the farmers, some people are
trying to defame them by calling them terrorists
and on the other side various harsh actions are
being taken on them by our own government,
which is a total shame, as they are the ones who
feed our entire nation and contribute more than
50% in the GDP of the Country.

The farmers of Punjab and its neighboring states
have roared so loud that they made it possible for
the world to listen to them even when the Indian
government isn't ready to be all ears to their
pleas. We all need to understand that the farmers
are not sitting and protesting at the borders for
their own good rather they are standing up for the
well-being of the whole nation.

One must know about, “Why farmers are
protesting by leaving behind their homes and
sacrificing their lives in the cold winters of north
India” ?

In simple terms, the Indian government s trying to
create a monopoly with the help of private
corporates to rule agriculture and taint it with the
corrupt practices of their business-political world.
In other words, if the new law would come into
enforcement, everything would be alarmingly
expensive, as the private corporates will be able
to set the prices and create a monopoly market
after a span of 3-4 years.

So, now is the time to wake up and fight against
the black laws, because if we do not challenge
them now, after a span of time they would back-
bite us and exploit every consumer in one or the
otherway.

Furthermore, when media is considered, the
backbone of a country, it must help to spread the
truth about each case. But during this tough time
most of the Indian media houses are publishing
facts in the favor of the government and for the
greater benefit of some political agenda. Itis only
with the help of Punjab's local media that a truthful
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image about the peaceful protests is coming out
in front of the whole world.

To add on, young generation considers actors as
their role model or ideal and now when there is a
need to spread awareness among the people
about the sacrifice of farmers, not even a single
bollywood actor stood up for them. At this time the
need of the hour is to stand in solidarity for the
farmers and do everything we can, for them to
oppose this injustice being thrown on to them.
The protest is a breathing testimony of the
ignorance of our government towards just and
innocent voices of farmers and has been going on
for more than 3 months. All the protestors have
made the tents and trollies their homes and are
facing the brutality of cold winters of north India
along with the vague and mindless answers, the
governmentis trying to feed them.

The government has resorted to various ways to
shut down the protests, one of them being the
switching off of internet services, but, this
suppression became a boost and farmers are still
paving the way towards their victory.

“Khalsa Aid” along with like-minded people has
played an important role in supporting the
farmers by doing everything they can do for them
in order to carry out the movement without any
shortage of essentials.

To conclude, it is absolutely right to say that
farmer's protest is A call for Justice, as after the
victory of the farmers over the black farm laws a
new India will be born which will know how to fight
against the corrupt leaders and gain whatever
they deserve from the government in return of the
taxes they pay for the betterment of the nation.

Amrit Singh
B.ComV
Roll No.

Information & Misinformation -
Social Media in Covid-19 Crisis

31st December 2019 was the
date that changed the definition
of health crisis for us when the
first case of Covid-19 was
reported in Wuhan, China. A
month after that, on 30th

.
(i
-é*?ﬁ‘r'"ﬁ January 2020, the Director

General of World Health
Organization (WHO) declared the outbreak of
Covid-19 to be a Public Health Emergency of
International Concern. Since then 2020 became
synonymous to adjectives like tragic,
catastrophic and what not.

Lockdown, masks, social distancing, 20-second
hand wash, and sanitizer changed our habits.
Work from home, live online lectures for students,
webinars and zoom sessions became a norm.
Times changed and so did our lives. However, in
this world, social media became a pivotal
communication tool for public and is still playing
its part in bridging the gap between the less
informed and more informed.

Until 2019 it was seen that the social media
influence was being cut down by spending less
time on the varied platforms, being more mindful
about social media behaviours and putting less
personal information in the public domain. Under
lockdown however, things have changed quite
drastically, not only in terms of the recent surge in
messaging and video calling but also in the
manner in which social media is being used,
perceived and exploited. The crisis has
somewhat brought back the “social” aspects of
social media.

A double edged sword cuts both ways and hence,
whereas social media has been a blessing for
those who know how to use it to advantage, it has
been a curse too for others. When it served the
people with reliable and adequate information, it
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kept them informed but when it manupulated
some incomplete facts and dressed them in fancy
words, it became responsible for creating fake
news and kept the misinformed audience leading
towards half baked truths.

The effective vaccines came much later but the
false claims, conspiracy theories &
pseudoscientific health therapies were being
spread through Facebook, Whatsapp, Twitter,
Instagram, TikTok etc. Eating garlic, drinking cow
urine, alcohol, sunbath and such other remedies
for treating this contagious disease were a
common thing to listen. And this disinformation
became the most dangerous weapon used to
mislead people. The spread of false information
to deceive is what disinformation intends to do.
Ever since the pandemic has emerged, claims
have been made about its origin that the virus
was engineered as a bioweapon by China. Even
celebrities and influential people including former
US President Donald Trump have blamed China
for the spread of novel coronavirus. Many nations
have also claimed US-Iran War as the emerging
point of virus and many others alleged that Covid-
19 is caused by 5G towers resulting in their
burning and damage by such people.

The mistrend could also be seen in India. During
the early times of lockdown in India, Muslims of
Tablighi Jamat were blamed for the spread of
Coronavirus. This issue was also widely
publicised on social media platforms. Later
government and private hospitals were criticised
for preparing false Covid-19 positive reports and
organ trading became popular, leading to
resistance from people to test themselves for
Covid-19.

According to an analysis detailed by the
Washington State University researcher Yan Su,
the more people rely on social media as their
primary source of news, the more likely is that
they would believe misinformation about the
pandemic. According to a survey done by Social
Media Matters in India along with Institute for

Governance, Policies and Palitics (a think tank
initiative dedicated for public policy research and
analysis) 69% of people received fake news
during the lockdown. Various other surveys
conducted in the country reported similar results.

The matter of concern is that where well educated
individuals of our society should contribute
towards the mitigation of this problem; they too
are involved in this act. Due to this, social media
as a means of disseminating productive
information and news has lost its credibility. This
has led to a lot of questions being raised on social
media where people are slamming the foul play
created by such platforms, with aim to pocket a
few more likes and shares along with an extra
wad of cash.

Thus, during this age of pandemic “another
pandemic” of disinformation has emerged. To
curb this, WHO has stepped into this matter
raising its concern that it is more toxic and deadly
than the virus itself. Facebook, Twitter, and
Google also announced that they have been
working with WHO to address the concerns
related to disinformation. The Government has
issued guidelines to curb the spread of fake news
and is taking strict actions people who play a part
in this vicious game.

Sources — Report of Yan Su (Washington State
University), Report of survey conducted by Social
Media Matters (socialmediamatters.in)

Parampreet Singh
B.Com V
Roll No.

[ Factopedia

® The Great Banyan Tree is over 250 years
old and covers about 14,500 square meters
of land (3.5 acres) in the Acharya Jagdish
Chandra Bose Botanical Garden near
Kolkata, making it the widest tree in the
world.
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Citizenship Amendment Act-2019

‘A ray of hope for persecuted minorities'

In a democratic country like
India, everyone has the right to
protest and express his/her
views in favor as well as against
any law. Thus, whenever a new
law is passed by any
government, there are a
lot of debates on it and
misconceptions are fabricated and spread by the
people. As a result, some protest and some
damage the public property in the name of
fundamental rights which is an absolute crime.
The recent amendment on citizenship in 2019
also received the same treatment. Protesters,
mostly the north-eastern Indians, opposed it,
saying it's an anti-Muslim act and government is
discriminating on the basis of religion. But reality
is quite opposite, as this act simply wants to
protect the persecuted minorities and make them
eligible for citizenship and that too in a fast track
manner.

-

CAA - CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT ACT, 2019

was passed by the Parliament of India on 11th
December, 2019, with an overwhelming majority
of votes. It was introduced by Amit Shah, Minister
of Home Affairs and was made effective from
10th January, 2020. CAA, 2019 was the sixth and
recentamendment over the original law related to
citizenship known as the CITIZENSHIP ACT,
1955. Everyone knows the history of partition,
due to which a large number of Muslims and
Hindus migrated to and from Pakistan, thus
creating a lot of refugees. It made Indian
citizenship very complex which was the sole
reason, why the act of 1955 was passed by the
Parliament.

If we read part 2 of the Constitution from article 5
to article 11, Citizenship has been defined in
detail where article 5 defines a citizen of India
and article 11 gives the right to the Parliament to
make and amend laws related to citizenship and

using this article, Parliament enacted the
Citizenship Act of 1955 which were later modified
in 1986. This Act provides for the acquisition and
termination of citizenship, specifying that
citizenship may be acquired in India through five
methods — by birth in India or by descent or
through registration or by naturalization
(extended residence in India) or by incorporation
of territory into India. To apply for citizenship by
naturalization, the person has to meet certain
qualifications, one of which is that the person
must have resided in India for at least 11 years of
or should be in central government service for the
last 12 months.

Further this act was amended many times as per
the situation demanded, but this time CAA, 2019
came with a major provision for illegal migrants.
Mainly, the modified act seeks to grant
citizenship to people of non-Muslim religions
such as Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, Parsis, Buddhists
and Christians who migrated to India from Muslim
countries like Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan, due to reasons like persecutions
etc. Accordingly now, an illegal migrant is not
prohibited from acquiring Indian citizenship and
cannot be prosecuted and deported or
imprisoned in India. An illegal migrant is defined
as a foreigner who either enters India illegally i.e.
without valid travel documents, like visa and
passport; or enters India legally, but stays
beyond the time period permitted in their travel
document. Citizenship is granted to these also by
relaxing the requirement of residing period in
India for citizenship by naturalization, from 11
years to 5 years for these migrants (automatic if
came before 31st December, 2014). But this act
clarifies that the proposed amendments on
citizenship to the specified class of illegal
migrants will not apply to certain areas. These
are—
i. The tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, and Tripura as included in the sixth
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schedule to the Constitution, and

ii. The states regulated by the "Inner Line"
permit under the Bengal Eastern Frontier
Regulations, 1873. Further, the Inner Line
Permit regulates visit of all persons, including
Indian citizens, to Arunachal Pradesh,
Mizoram, and Nagaland.

Now comes the stand of government regarding

CAA-

i. The Central government is of the opinion that
the act is not discriminatory against Muslims,
as it has not amended the original provisions;
any foreigner, including a Muslim can apply for
Indian citizenship under the normal process of
naturalization. However, it may take 11 or
more years to get citizenship through this
route.

ii. Strong advocate of CAA, 2019, Amit Shah,
connected the 2-nation theory which led to the
division of India with this new bill. According to
him as the two nations - India and Pakistan
were created on the basis of religion, putting
forth CAA became a necessity.

iii. Home Minister also cited the Nehru-Liaquat
pact, which failed to comply with its objectives
to protect minorities in Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

iv. Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan have
declared Islam as their state religion.
However, there are religious persecutions of
minorities in these countries. Home Minister
pointed out the declining minority populationin
the three neighboring countries. The CAA
legislation, as per the Union Government will
bring a new ray of dawn into the lives of people
who are facing persecution in these countries.

v. According to the government, the act does not
violate any provisions of the Constitution
including article 14 which states "shall not
deny to any person equality before the law or
the equal protection of the laws within the
territory of India, prohibition of discrimination
on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or
place of birth." Hence, government clearifies
that it has made a reasonable classification
which is not discriminatory.

Apart from all the positives, there are still some

shortcomings in the logic of Central Govt. —

i. Only Pakistan and Bangladesh were part of
pre-partition India, Afghanistan was not. Even
if the government takes moral responsibility to
protect the minorities affected by the 2-nation
theory, the logic is not applicable in the case of
Afghanistan.

ii. This act does not protect all religious
minorities nor does it apply to all neighbors.
Like, the Ahmedia Muslim sect and even Shias
face discrimination in Pakistan, Rohingya
Muslims and Hindus face persecution in
neighboring Burma, Hindu and Christian
Tamils in neighboring Sri Lanka, Madhesis of
Nepal, Buddhists from Tibet.

iii. Also, no clarification in regard to an atheist
(who does not follow any religion), was
mentioned in the act.

To conclude, we can say that CAA symbolizes
the "greatest good for the greatest number."
Religion was never and can never be the basis for
securing Indian citizenship.

Urvashi Sagar
M.Com Il
Roll No.

From Pandemic to Infodemic

“We're not just battling the virus, we're also
battling the trolls and conspiracy theorists
that push misinformation and undermine the

outbreak response.”
-WHO Director - General

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

The novel coronavirus disease
of 2019 is a global pandemic
with over 107 million cases and
2.33 million deaths worldwide.
As soon as the world started
getting used to the terms Corona

virus and Covid-19, World
Health Organization (WHO)
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coined another word “INFODEMIC”. Infodemic is
an overabundance of information, both online
and offline.

Social media is an electronic communication tool
through which users share information, ideas,
personal messages, images and other contents.
Social media played an important role during the
Covid-19 pandemic. There have been several
benefits of social media during the Covid-19
times. Social media was and is being used, as a
medium to distribute new information. It is an
effective tool for the spread of information,
shortening the time gap between publication and
its spread.

But there have also been dire consequences of
massive amount of information being shared
through social media and it has become difficult
to identify factual and relevant information from
an ocean of fake news all around. As people are
knowingly spreading false information with the
intention to mislead and deceive people, there
has been an overflow of misinformation, relating
to health, diseases and vaccines on social media.
In some countries, rumors about impending food
scarcity, prompted people to stockpile supplies
early on in the epidemic when caused actual
shortages. In the Islamic republic of Iran,
hundreds died after drinking methanol alcohol
that social media messages said had cured
others of the coronavirus. This is the kind of
dangerous disinformation, which the WHO is
most worried about.

Even as the world is laser-focused on the search
for a safe and effective vaccine, misinformation
continues to spread, regarding immunization as
well, because there are a large number of people
who are hesitant and not willing to get vaccinated.
They think that the Covid-19 vaccines are new
and hence unreliable and since they were
developed in record time under a project called
“Operation Warp Speed” it implies that the whole
process was being rushed. There is also a lack of
data on how the vaccines will work in the long

term. These are some reasons which make
people apprehensive.

Though social media platforms have facilitated
an informational environment to a highly large
audience, the publicized facts in combination with
other factors, has complicated the public health
response,which has resulted in widespread
confusion and led to the loss of life during the
pandemic. What we needed most importantly
during lockdown and what we certainly need now,
is that the social media platforms need to take
responsibility and improve their efforts to stop the
spread of harmful misinformation.

One idea to curb this evil is that the companies
should have an independent watchdog group,
monitoring misinformation and taking immediate
action. Some platforms are tentatively taking
steps in the right direction, like Instagram has put
some restrictions and guideposts around anti-
vaccine information and Twitter has also started
flagging posts.

Long term regulatory action will be needed to
address the structural factors that contribute to an
online environment in which misinformation and
disinformation thrive. In the near future , social
media platforms need to do more in order to
reduce the harm they facilitate.

Gurdeep Kaur
M.Com Il
Roll No.
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SCIENCE SECTION

The Porousness of the Post-Mortem Interval

The post-mortem interval (PMI)
is defined as the time elapsed
since death. At the cellular level,
it is defined by a variety of
features: the cessation of blood
flow to the brain, cellular anoxia
(the depletion of oxygen stores
within cells), and the loss of
global electrical activity in the brain. For many
years, the predominant belief amongst the
scientific community has been that the
convergence of these factors initiates a
progressive, and largely irreversible, cascade of
cell death, axonal damage, and loss of
coordinated brain activity.

However, there is evidence that contradicts the
belief that this process is irreversible. At the
metabolic level, mitochondria remain functional
for up to 10 hours post-mortem in human cerebral
cortical tissue. It is possible, however, to detect
electrical activity from electrophysiological
recordings of tissue specimens that have been
taken from other mammalian brains hours after
death. With this in mind, full neurological recovery
from prolonged cardiac flatline has been reported
in humans with hypothermia, for temperatures as
low as 18 degrees with no lasting brain damage.
Is brain death as immediately irreversible as it is
often believed to be? The following report intends
to explore this question, centered around a
fascinating study from the journal Nature titled
Restoration of Brain Circulation and Cellular
Functions Hours Post-mortem that gives weight
to the idea that this process may not be as final as
previously believed.

Firstly, the scientists in the study developed a
system termed BrainEx (see fig 1). BrainEx is
composed of a surgical procedure, perfusate,
and custom pulsatile-perfusion device that was
used to restore and maintain microcirculation and
cellular viability in discarded brains of six to eight
month-old pigs after a post-mortem interval of

four hours. In the study, each brain was removed
from its skull and placed into a special chamber
before fitting the organ with a catheter. Four
hours after death, the researchers began infusing
the brain with a warm preservative solution,
called the BrainEx perfusate, which mimics blood
flow by delivering oxygen enriched haemoglobin,
glucose, and other nutrients to brain cells.
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Figure 1. Brain Ex perfusion system
and experimental workflow.

Furthermore, the preservative solution used also
contained chemicals that inhibit global neural
activity to prevent brain damage and electrical
brain activity from restarting. The brains were
connected to the BrainEx machine and
administered perfusate for a 6h period. The
researchers found that neurons and other brain
cells had restarted normal metabolic functions,
such as consuming glucose and producing
carbon dioxide, and that the brains' immune
systems remained active. The structures of
individual cells and sections of the brain were
preserved — whereas cells in control brains,
which did not receive the BrainEx perfusate,
began to degrade. All recorded neurons from the
treated brains responded to depolarizing current
stimuli with repetitive action potential firing,
meaning that they retained their ability to carry
and conduct electrical signals.

Note, however, that the team did not observe the
kind of organized global electrical activity
associated with awareness, perception, or other
higher-order brain functions. In fact, the brains'
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electrical activity was monitored throughout the
experiment for any signs that the organ might be
regaining consciousness and the BrainEx
perfusate contained chemicals to inhibit global
neural activity. While it may seem scientifically
regressive to prohibit restoration of global
electrical activity for the observational potential of
the experiment, it raises an important ethical
question: “Should reanimation be permitted if the
brain primarily experiences pain?” Rather than
cross this boundary with incomplete information,
Vreslja et al chose to prohibit the manifestation of
this possibility.

Nevertheless, the development of technology
with the potential to support sentient,
disembodied organs has broad ethical
implications for the welfare of animals and
people. It also raises questions about whether
brain damage and death are permanent.

Undertaking : | hereby declare that the above
article is my own piece of writing and it has not
been published in any newspaper, magazine,
and book before.

Dr. Harpreet Kaur Bajwa
Associate Professor
Head, Department of Chemistry

Detection of COVID-19 Virus

e

Whatis realtime RT-PCR test?

Itis a nuclear-derived method to detect if there is
specific genetic material present in any pathogen
or not, including a virus. Originally, scientists

Real Time RT-PCR (Real Time
REVERSE TRANSCRIPTION
POLYMERASE CHAIN
REACTION) is one of the most
widely used laboratory methods
for detecting the COVID-19
virus.

used radioactive isotope markers to detect
targeted genetic materials, but nowadays
subsequent refining has led to the replacement of
'isotopic labelling' with special markers, mostly
fluorescent dyes. Using this method, scientists
can see the results immediately while the process
is still ongoing, whereas conventional RT-PCR
only provides results at the end of the process.

Whatis a virus? What s the genetic material?

A Virus is a microscopic package of genetic
material surrounded by a molecular envelope.
This genetic material can be either
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) or ribonucleic acid
(RNA).

DNA is a two-strand molecule that is found in all
organisms, such as animals, plants, and viruses,
and which holds the genetic code, or blueprint, for
how these organisms are made and develop.
RNA is generally a one-strand molecule that
copies, transcribes, and transmits parts of the
genetic code to proteins so that they can
synthetize and carry out functions that keep
organisms alive and developing. Different
variations of RNA are responsible for copying,
transcribing and transmitting.

Viruses like Coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), which
causes COVID-19, contain only RNA, which
means that they infiltrate healthy cells to survive
and increase their number. The virus uses its own
genetic code (RNA in the case of the COVID-19
virus) inside the cell to take control of and
'reprogramme’ the cells, turning them into virus-
making machines.

Forthe COVID-19 virusto be detected early in the
body, using real time RT-PCR test, scientists first
need to convert the RNA to DNA. This is a
process called 'Reverse Transcription'. It is
necessary because only DNA can be copied (or
amplified) which is an important part of the real
time RT—PCR process for detecting viruses.
Scientists amplify a specific part of the
transcribed viral DNA a million times.
Amplification is important so that, instead of trying
to spot a minor amount of the virus among
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millions of strands of genetic information,
scientists will have a large amount of the target
section of the viral DNA to make sure precisely
thatthe virus is presentin the sample.

How does real time RT—-PCR test work with the
COVID-19virus?

A sample is collected from different parts of the
body where the virus gathers, such as a person's
nose or throat. Then it is treated with many
chemicals that remove unwanted substances
such as proteins, fats and then collect only the
RNA present in the sample. This extracted RNA
is a mixture of the person's own RNA and the
virus's RNA (if the virus is present)
Then, using a specific enzyme, RNA is reverse
transcribed to DNA. Scientists then add
additional short fragments of DNA that are
complementary to specific parts of the
transcribed viral DNA, these fragments attach
themselves to target sections of the viral DNA.
Some of the added genetic fragments are used
for building DNA strands during amplification,
while the others are used for building the DNA
and adding marker labels to the strands, which
are then used to detect the virus.

Then, the mixture is placed in an RT-PCR test
machine. The machine cycles through various
temperatures that heat and cool the mixture to
trigger specific chemical reactions which make
new, identical copies of the target sections of viral
DNA. This cycle is repeated again and again to
continue copying the target sections of the viral
DNA. Each cycle doubles the previous number:
two copies become four, four to eight, eight to
sixteen, and so on. A standard real time RT-PCR
set-up usually goes through 35 cycles, which
means that, at the end of the process, around 35
billion new copies of the specific sections of viral
DNA are created from each strand of the virus
thatis presentinthe sample.

As new copies of the viral DNA sections are built,
the marker labels attach to the DNA strands and
then release a fluorescent dye, which is

measured by the attached computer and
presented on the screen in real time. After each
cycle, the computer tracks the quantity of
fluorescent dye present in the sample. When a
specific amount of fluorescence is surpassed,
this confirms that the virus is present in the
sample DNA. Scientists also observe that how
many cycles does it take to reach this level in
order to estimate the severity of the infection:
THE FEWER THE CYCLES, THE MORE
SEVERE THE VIRAL INFECTION.

Why do we use real time RT-PCR test?

The real time RT-PCR method is highly sensitive
and specific, which can deliver a reliable
diagnosis in as little as three to four hours easily.
Real time RT-PCR test is faster and has a lower
risk for contamination or errors, as the entire
process is carried out within a closed tube.
However, real time RT-PCR test can't be used to
detect past infections, which is important for
understanding the development and spread of
the virus because viruses are only present in the
body for a specific time frame.

What is PCR test and how is it different from real
time RT-PCR test?

RT-PCR test is a variation of PCR (Polymerase
Chain Reaction). Both methods use the same
process except that the RT-PCR test has an
added step of reverse transcription of RNA to
DNA. This means PCR is used for such viruses
and bacteria, which already contain DNA for
amplification, while RT-PCR test is used for
those viruses that contain RNA which needs to be
transcribed to DNA for amplification. Since the
COVID-19 virus only contains RNA, real time
RT-PCRtestis usedto detectit.

Ashish Chauhan
B.Sc. Il
RollNo. 3624
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Blockchain — The New Internet

Have you ever wondered if your
vote even counts? When you
meet someone online, how do
you know who they are? The

"g“ label on the coffee you bought

@ yesterday... is it truth that is
i written on the label...?

The internet has solved many problems and has
led to a totally different and amazing world. But
still, we are not totally secure and are exploited
many times. All the loopholes can be covered and
solved by the technology called Blockchain.
Blockchain is not just Bitcoin but the main
technology behind it. And this technology can
decode many real world issues. Blockchain is
basically the connection of blocks filled with data
or arecorded ledger and is distributed in the world
where no company or a single person can control
it. It can be checked many times and is very well
embedded with cryptography. Due to its
structure, blockchain is far more secure than the
internet and has the potential to change the
world. Blockchain will not only be limited to media
or e-commerce, but the real business of working
is being impacted. Whether it is transportation or
finance, this next big wave is changing things at a
fast pace. Blockchain has the power to turn

developing companies into developed ones and
connect people in asecure way.

In this, crypto currency is just the beginning and
there are many more applications that can be
more secure and can create an entirely different
lifestyle for us. Blockchain can lead to better
algorithms for self-driving cars, more secure
security cameras; a more data secured society
and even highly complex connectivity for airlines.
Blockchain has the capability to change almost
every industry and impact millions of lives. A
world without internet can not even be imagined,
but a vision with better coverage for the Internet
can change the world. The day is not far where
the world would be free from cyber-crime, data is

not misused and everyone's identity is secured.

In the time of COVID-19, healthcare is the most
dominant industry and blockchain can help and
make a big change in vaccine supply aswell. The
healthcare supply chain method has been
changed totally with this very method; the vaccine
can be delivered efficiently by overcoming all the
barriers with end to end traceability and with full
safety. And at this point, many countries are also
using blockchain for better supply chain and
traceability.

Blockchain right now is just like the internet was in
the 1990s. Visionaries have realised this and
seen the potential for what the world will look like
in ten years. The Start-up culture is already
looking for opportunities in this sector and this
has resulted in big innovations like blockchain
powered mobile phone, blockchain powered
gaming. A new supply method for agriculture
powered by blockchain and other crucial sectors
like healthcare, finance, transportation are also
hugely impacted.

India is also performing exceptionally well in
blockchain and our tech hubs are constantly
contributing to the world and making a change.
Blockchain is helping us see through a future
forward India with a big and a substantial vision
for change in India where healthcare is easily
available, where business exports are the best,
where financial efficiency is constantly
increasing, and where data is protected. A bright
future and a vision for leading India are possible
through start-ups and blockchain is helping to
build an eco-system for the country where start-
ups can enrol and work on technology and find
solutions. India's very own NITI Aayog and Digital
India are fully supporting blockchain and are
working on strategies for the future of blockchain
in India.

Blockchain can be the second name for trust.
Many technologies have come and gone but they
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were never trustworthy; even the Al, Machine
Learning. A lot of things have changed and it has
also solved many complex problems but a lack of
trust is still there. We don't totally rely on
technology and believe in it. But its secure
structure through cryptography has developed a
sense of trust for organisations and individuals
whichis widely recognised.

Blockchain can also collaborate and work with
other efficient technologies and solve many
multiplex problems. Due to its efficiency and
scalability, many big MNC's like IBM, Microsoft
and Walmart are actively working and
researching this technology further. With a vision
for a new fascinating world, blockchain is creating
astrong, secure and trustworthy world.

Paramveer Singh
B.C.A. Il
Roll No. 7231

Cybercrime: An Emerging Issue

We live in a century that is known
as the transition period.
Technology is progressing at a
very rapid speed and we can say
that the digitalization of our life is
almost done. As we totally
believe in digitalization we tend
to do every task by means of it. It
is good that we have changed with time but there
is a threat that we are not familiar with i.e.
Cybercrime. When there is hacking and stealing
of Data from a digital platform that includes
private information of individuals, financial
reports, government records, etc. we call it
Cybercrime.

There are a number of cases where mischief has
been done in the absence of cyber security like
fake money transfers, harassment, pornography
etc. via the use of information technology.

Recently, a clone website of Punjab University
has surfaced, creating a flutter in official circles.
Those running it have even uploaded fake DMCs
using the official format for students who are not
part of the university. This website is a copy of the
university's registered website carrying
photographs, logos and font format of the original
website.

With increasing threats in the field of technology,
Artificial Intelligence attacks are a real possibility.
Then there is Nessus, which uses Al for detecting
cyber-attacks in real-time. At present, Cyber
security is the basic need in the field of
digitalization. Cyber security defines the
measures or steps undertaken to protect different
types of internet-connected systems. As per the
National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST), continuous monitoring and real time
assessment approach is recommended.
However, 68% people still don't have cyber
insurance, cyber liability or data breach
coverage.

There is another emerging cyber-crime that is
Cyber stalking. Cyber stalking involves following
a person's movements across the Internet by
posting messages, sometimes threatening on the
bulletin or boards chat-rooms visited by the
victim, and constantly bombarding the victim with
emails etc. Child Pornography is also a part of
cyber pornography but it is such a grave offence
that it is individually also recognized as a
cybercrime. The Internet is being highly used by
its abusers to reach and abuse children sexually
worldwide. The Internet is very fast becoming a
household commaodity in India. Its explosion has
made children a viable victim of cybercrime.

Prevention is always better than cure. Itis always
better to take certain precautions while working
on the net. One should make them a part of one's
cyber life. We should advocate the 5P mantra for
online security: Precaution, Prevention,
Protection, Preservation and Perseverance.
They are as follows:

1. Identification of exposures through education
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will assist responsible companies and firms to
meet these challenges.

2. One should avoid disclosing any personal
information to strangers, via e-mail or while
chatting or on any social networking site.

3. One must avoid sending any photograph to
strangers online as incidents of misusing or
modification of photographs are increasing
day by day.

4. An updated Anti-virus software to guard
against the virus attacks should be used by all
the citizens and should also keep back up
volumes so that one may not suffer data loss
in case of virus contamination.

5. A person should never send his credit card
number or debit card number to any site that
is not secured to guard against fraud.

In the end, we should be always alert and
cautious about our cyber security and follow all
the precautions to have safe and secure cyber
access. Inthe future, managing security would be
the new norm. More data protection and
legislation would be initiated. The possibilities of
the risk are high yet with the right cyber-safety
measures, one can ensure protection against
them.

Jaspreet Singh
M.Sc. | Chemistry
Roll No. 8022

Do Identical
Twins Have Same DNA?

Some scientists claim that
identical twins have 100% same
DNA, but according to a recent
research of nature genetics
there is a difference of about 5.2
.1 genetic changes between a set

#d of twins. Many scientists opine
that although identical twins are
formed from the same egg and get the same
genetic material from their parents; nevertheless
it does not mean that they will have same genetic

composition when they will be born. This is
because sometimes one of the twins has
mutations in many or almost all of its cells.
Besides, the DNA of both the identical twins might
have many differences due to environmental
factors. For instance, the fingerprints of identical
twins are not similar because of the difference in
embroytic environment which means although
they are in the same womb; the posture
difference also causes certain differences. The
other differences such as the young-looking skin
of one and the dull and rough skin of the other are
also prompted by the environmental differences
such as more exposure to the sun by the latter
and less exposure by the former. Apart from this,
recent research published in the journal 'Nature
Genetics' says that the assumptions about the
100% sharing of identical DNA between twins
must not be made any further because it could
result in overestimation of the environmental
influences and ignorance of the fact or a belief
that a genetic mutation may be the source of a
given disease or trait.

Studies further inform that genomic differences in
identical twins are still very rare as only a few
differences occur in six billion building blocks of
DNA, which are also called base pairs. In addition
to this, the study also reiterates that the amount or
quantity of small mutations that could result in an
altogether functional change, which further
results in changes in cell working, in general, is
still unclear and unknown, but still assumed to
pose or prompt some phenotypic (observable)
differencesin twins.

Cheenakshi
B.Sc.|
Roll No. 3169

Factopedia
@ Indonesia is moving its capital city from
Jakarta, which is home to over 10 million
people because it is sinking under the sea
at one of the fastest rates in the world.
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MEMS - Micro Technology

In the present times use of pen
drives, television, computer,
earphones have increased in
our day-to-day life. Think of a
small-sized pen drive that can
store a large amount of data in
itself.

HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT THE
REASON BEHIND THIS?

The working of these miniaturized devices is only
possible due to “MEMS”. MEMS stands for
“MICRO-ELECTROMECHANICAL SYSTEMS”.
Itis a technology that in its most general form can
be defined as miniaturized mechanical and
electromechanical elements that are used using
the techniques of microfabrication. Integrated
circuits (IC) are used for fabrication and size may
vary from few micrometres to millimetres. The
term used to define it varies in different parts of
the world. The term MEMS originated in the
United States, it is also known as
“MICROSYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY” in Europe
and “MICROMECHANICS” in Japan.

There are different components of MEMS are
enlisted below: -

* MICROSENSORS

* MICROACTUATORS

e MICROELECTRONICS

* MICROSTRUCTURES

All the above components can be merged onto a
common silicon substrate along with the
integrated circuits. It comprises many
technologies such as Photonics,
Nanotechnology, Microelectronics and
Micromachining. Hence, it is sometimes said to
be “HETEROGENEOUS INTEGRATION".

It is widely used in our day-to-day life. There are
numerous possible applications for MEMS. A few
of them are written below: -

* BIOTECHNOLOGY: - MEMS enables different
discoveries in science such as - the polymerase
chain reaction (PCR), microsystems for DNA

amplification and identification, biochips, etc.

* MEDICAL: - It has a wide variety of applications
in the medical field, it is used to make blood
pressure sensors, muscle stimulators, implanted
pressure sensors, sensors to detect drug
presence, in kidney dialysis, and many more.

« COMMUNICATIONS: - High-frequency circuits
are benefited from the MEMS technology.
Electrical components such as inductors, tunable
capacitors or lasers, RF Relays are made using
MEMS.

¢ INERTIAL SENSING: - MEMS inertial sensors,
specifically accelerometers and gyroscopes are
quickly gaining market acceptance; as
accelerometers have displaced crash airbag
development systems in automobiles. These are
reliable, more functional and much smaller.
Gyroscope (i.e., rate sensors) have been
developed for both automobile and consumer
electronics applications.

* DEFENCE: - It plays a crucial role in the
defence. It is used for data storage source,
aircraft control, embedded sensors, arming
systems, etc.

There are many challenges that are faced by
MEMS technology. Some of the obstacles that
are faced by developing MEMS devices are: -

* ACCESS TO FABRICATION

* PACKAGING

* FABRICATION KNOWLEDGE REQUIRED
MEMS is one of the promising technologies that
facilitate the ability to sense, control and actuate
on the micro-scale. Due to low power
consumption, high isolation and ability to
integrate with other elements makes MEMS
switches an alternative to solid-state switches. It
has high ratings of fundamental power and has
that will power that can make our future better and
easier.

Shivam Pruthi
B.Sc. |
RollNo. 3072
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Anti Obesity Drugs

Obesity is a disease of
increasing global prevalence
with serious effects on both the
individual and the society. It is
generally considered as a
complex metabolic disorder.
Studies have shown that more
than 4 million deaths that occur
worldwide are due to obesity. One can measure
obesity by calculating BMI. It is an adequate
research tool that calculates obesity without
taking into account different body morphologies.
In a survey of 318 physicians, two-thirds of them
said obese patients lack self-control and are lazy
and are suffering from many other health issues
that have occurred because of being overweight.
Therefore, there is a need to reduce excess body
weight. According to new researchers, diet and
exercise are not only solutions to reduce weight,
but they can also be treated by drug therapies.
US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) had
approved drug therapies to treat obesity.

These are - Orlistat, Phentermine, Naltrexone,
Lorcaserin and Liraglutide. Research group of
Rockefeller University tested these drugs by
experimenting on mice, they found that injection
of these drugs had reduced appetite and had
increased the body's utilization of calories in
mice. Among the five classes of drugs, the most
common is Phentermine. These are also hamed
'Fen-Phen'. It is a combination of two drugs -
Fenfluramine and Phentermine. Fenfluramine
boosts serotonin which elevates the mood while
Phentermine suppresses the appetite and
increases the rate of burning of calories. But
studies have shown that these drugs have some
short term side effects such as increased
heartbeat, drowsiness, fatigue etc. when taken
for a prolonged time. Scientists are working to
discover many new drugs that may cause no side
effects. Thus, one can use anti-obese drugs as a
substitute for dieting and exercising to reduce
body weight.

Megha Gaba
Assistant Professor
Department of Chemistry

Science in our Emotions

Hormones are a very important
part of our biological system.
Various hormones are produced
by various glands into the
bloodstream and they send
signals to the tissues and tell
them how to work. We all come
across many hormones in our
body but have you ever thought about the role
that hormones play in our emotions?

There is science behind our emotions. All our
feelings, moods and emotions are the result of a
chemical change taking place in our body. Some
of these hormones and their impact on our
behaviour are described as below:

The Science behind our SMILE:

DOPAMINE (C 8H 11NO2) : This hormone
consists of amino acid, tyrosine and
phenylalanine. It is a neurotransmitter which is
secreted by the pituitary gland of our body and
our nervous system uses it to send messages as
achemical message.

It is a pleasure hormone along with having a
sensation of learning, memory and motor system.
This hormone is developed more when we do all
the activities we like or are interested in. It
develops the feeling of satisfaction in us.
Therefore, this hormone is known as “FEEL
GOOD HORMONE?". It seeks out pleasurable
healthy activities that have a positive impact on
our life.

OXYTOCIN (C 43H66N12012S2): Itis a peptide
hormone produced in the hypothalamus and is
released by the posterior pituitary. It is a
neurotransmitter and happy hormone. It is known
as “LOVE HORMONE". It is responsible for the
feeling of trust, empathy and bonding in a
relationship. Simply, more oxytocin release
means more love for our family, friends, fellow
beings and society.

()
()
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The Science behind our ANGER:

EPINEPHRINE (C 9H13NO3) : Itis an amino acid
derived hormone. It is also known as adrenaline.
This hormone is secreted by the medulla of the
adrenal glands. This hormone is responsible for
the feeling of anger and stress. It has a very rapid
action and has a half-life of 2 minutes. This is the
reason that some people get angry very readily
over small things.

This hormone is also responsible for the feeling of
fear and it prepares an individual either for
“FIGHT or FLIGHT”. The importance of this
hormone is felt at the time of danger. At that time,
these hormones increase breathing rate and
produce extra glucose in our body and help us to
survive.

The Science behind our MOOD:

SEROTONIN (C 10H12N20) : It is a mood-
boosting neurotransmitter found in our stomach.
It helps us in performing our day to day activities
like eating, sleeping, working etc. Low levels of
serotonin result in sadness, depression and
anxiety. While natural levels of serotonin make us
feel calmer, happier and emotionally stable. This
hormone also increases the will power of the
individual. Walking, mediation and sunlight boost
the level of serotonin.

There are many other hormones related to our
emotions and feelings and all are important for
us. Along with their importance, we should also
know that excess of anything is dangerous.
Therefore, there should be a balance in the level
of hormones for a balanced life.

Hemlata Gupta
B.Sc. |
RollNo. 3025
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Factopedia
® In Shaheed Baba Nihal Singh Gurudwara
in Jalandhar devotees who wish to go
abroad practice a very unusual ritual,
they offer airplanes.

Is Science a Blessing
or a Curse?

Science is one of the greatest
blessings for us today. Humanity
enjoys some of the best
comforts of the present day
world like the development of
swift means of transport -
railways on land, ship on sea
and aeroplanes in the air enable
us to travel from one place to another in the
shortest possible time. The discovery of
electricity has made our life easier. Electricity is
being used in homes, in office and in factories.
Also a score of electrical appliances have made
life easy. The invention of radio and TV contribute
greatly to our entertainment. Telephone and
telegraph provide us swift means of
communication. Science has also reduced
physical suffering. Cures and remedies have
been invented for many dangerous ailments.
Surgery has made a remarkable progress.
Thousands of surgical operations are performed
daily and countless human lives are being saved
from the jaws of death.

Today mankind is living under the shadow of
sudden death. It appears as if we have come to
the end of our journey. The Earth has become a
dangerous place. It may explode to pieces any
moment. Man has been living on this earth for
thousands of years. It has given him everything
he needs. Then, why has it become so
dangerous. Science is responsible for this.
Science has brought more fear and danger than
hope and comfort. Science has reduced distance
and time and made transportation and
communication easier but altruism and sincerity
is harmed indirectly. It has created further
distance among people. Science has invented
bombs that can kill people very easily. Flying
bomb caused untold misery in England. The
invention of the Atom bomb, the hydrogen bomb
and intercontinental ballistic missiles and other
war equipment are alarming. By the use of only
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two Atom bombs, the Americans forced the
Japanese to surrender and brought World War Il
to an end. It is a tragedy indeed that science
which gave men the power to control the forces of
nature should also be instrumental in man's ruin.
By making too many machines we are becoming
machines ourselves and run the risk of losing our
soul. Due to these machines the balance of
nature has suffered such as increasing pollution
levels and an increase in the black hole. There
are many things that nature has to face.

With the invention of telephone and internet we
have created alternative means of
communication and broken the boundaries that
hindered us in connecting with other people. Fifty
years ago it may have taken days for any
breaking news in India to reach another country.
Today it takes only seconds. Through the use of
social media platforms people now can
communicate with one another whenever and
wherever. With the use of these social media
platforms rumours can be spread very easily too.
Due to this, riots can be easily instigated in any
country. Technological development has
become a number one priority with millions of
dollars fuelled in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics. Arts and
humanities have been left behind and it is these
disciplines that often find themselves face-to-
face with budget cuts.

We all know how the power of science is being
used for evil purposes also. Superior scientific
knowledge makes one nation stronger than
another. To save ourselves and nature from such
evil acts, we should not allow science to get
mastery over us but should use it only as a
servant.

Apri Kumari
B.Sc.-1ll
RollNo.4118

Space Science of India

Indian space programme
encompasses research in areas
like Astronomy, Astrophysics,
Planetary and Earth Sciences,

Atmospheric Sciences, and
Theoretical Physics. The
following is a list of space

science achievements and
explorations which have made us feel proud of
being an Indian:-

AstroSat: It is the first dedicated Indian
astronomy mission aimed at studying celestial
sources in X-ray, Optical, and UV spectral bands
simultaneously. One of the unique features of the
AstroSat mission is that it enables the
simultaneous multi-wavelength observations of
various astronomical objects with a single
satellite. AstroSat with a lift-off mass of 1515 kg
was launched on September 28, 2015, into a 650
Km orbit from SATISH DHAWAN SPACE
CENTRE, SRIHARIKOTA.

MARS ORBITER MISSION: It is ISRO's first
interplanetary mission to planet Mars. Mars
Orbiter Mission can be termed as a challenging
technological mission and a science mission
considering the critical mission operations.

CHANDRAYAAN-1: India's first mission to the
moon was launched successfully on October 22,
2008, from SDSC SHAR, SRIHARIKOTA. The
spacecraft carried 11 scientific instruments built
in India, USA, UK, Germany, Sweden and
Bulgaria.

CHANDRAYAAN-2: It was an advanced version
of the previous mission to the moon. It is
configured as a two module system comprising of
an Orbiter Craft Module (OC) and a Lander Craft
Module (LC) carrying the ROVER developed by
the ISRO.

SOME INTERESTING FACTS ABOUT 'INDIAN
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SPACE SCIENCE":-

1. All of ISRO's equipment have the three
horizontal lines of 'VIBHUTI' and 'KUMKUM',
similarto one seen on Lord Shiva's forehead.

2. ISRO's Apple satellite was carried on a bullock
cart for an antenna-range test in 1981. It was
done so because bullock carts are made of
wood.

3. ISRO sent the Mars Orbiter to Red planet in
2013, making India the first country to do so in
its first attempt, that too in a budget less than
film gravities. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
once famously remarked, "A one-Km auto
rickshaw ride in Ahmedabad takes Rs. 10 and
India reached Mars at Rs. 7 per Km which is
really amazing.

4. Chandrayaan-I, India's first lunar mission in
2008, made India the 4th country to host its
flag onthe moon.

5. ISRO was established eight years after
Pakistan's SUPARCO. It was expected to
have satellite launching capability only after
2040, while ISRO expects to reach Venus and
revisit Mars by then.

Space science is a wide subject in which science
plays a vital and a very interesting role. India is
doing very well in this field. We have reached the
Moon, Mars and some projects are also going on
for Venus. Thus space science is becoming a
very interesting and popular subject for the new
and creative minds of our nation.

AshuVerma
B.Sc. -1
RollNo. 3101

Factopedia
® The only country in the world to have Lord
Ganesha on currency note is the country
with the largest Muslim population
- Indonesia
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Superstitions and Science

“Science is the great antidote to the poison of
enthusiasm and superstition.”- Adam Smith

Mankind across the globe
remains preoccupied with
superstitions. Friday the
thirteenth (triskaidekaphobia),
'mangal dosh', a black cat
crossing the way, breaking of the
| mirror, preferring lucky clothes

and lucky numbers, saying
'touchwood' etc. are a few such examples of
superstitions allowed by our society. Even in the
21st century, the era of modernization and
science, before stepping out for work after
someone sneezes or if a black cat crosses one's
way is still believed to bring bad luck. Basically, in
spite of so much progress, these beliefs in India
and across the globe are something we are never
relieved of as we have inherited these from our
parents

Forinstance, people prefer to hang alemon along
with chillies outside their houses, workplaces and
inside their cars. But there is a logical explanation
to it provided by science. The cotton thread that
passes through the lemon and chillies absorbs
the vitamins and nutrients from them which slowly
vapourizes and these are then released into the
atmosphere keeping away pests and insects
thus benefitting our health.

Another well-grounded example is set by science
itself. At the time of the launch of Chandrayaan-2
by ISRO, the scientists must have been guided by
their own superstitions because they did not start
the countdown at Rahu Kaal (one and a half-hour
period). The Rahu-kaal of the planet Rahu is
considered inauspicious to start any new work.
Moreover, whenever a scientific research centre
is inaugurated, the opening ceremony takes
place in an auspicious hour by breaking open a
coconut.

Undoubtedly, science and superstitions are poles
apart, yet are completely interlinked. Although
these lead to unreasonable and irrational
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decision making, still it is found to have
developed a sense of control and predictability of
the future that indirectly promotes a positive
attitude. This is the primary reason that mankind
is forced to believe in some unseen powers.

Not stepping out of one's house during an eclipse
is yet another example. But the scientific
explanation for the same is because of the
probable resultant retinal burns or eclipse
blindness. Similarly, eating curd and sugar before
heading for an important task is considered to be
good. But the reason behind this act in bringing
good luck is that consuming curd has a cooling
effect on the stomach and sugar when added to it
provides instant glucose.

Menstruating women should not enter the
kitchen. This has a proper logic. In ancient times
they did tremendous amount of physical labour.
During menses their bodies were weaker so they
needed to rest but it eventually transformed into a
superstition.

Bathing after attending a funeral is one of the
most followed superstitions because of the fact
that it gets linked to the departed soul. However,
the logic behind this is that our ancestors did not
have any proper medications against contagious
diseases. Taking a bath would help in killing the
germs.

Trimming nails after sunset, the practice of not
washing hair on particular days like Tuesday and
Thursday, plastering floors with cow's dung,
sleeping under a banyan tree at night are a few
other beliefs which people still follow.

Not only India, but every country has its own
dogmatic beliefs which create a sense of security
and builds us emotionally. These beliefs are so
deep-rooted that it seems merely impossible for
us to abolish these absolutely but again it's never
too late to rise above them and to understand the
real reasons behind them.

Ishita Katyal
M.Sc. | Maths
Roll No. 5604

Computer

Yeah, | am the biggest invention
And | am the source of all information

| am quick as you can never imagine
My calculations are precise and sure
You gave me the name 'Computer’
Your work profile is 'Student’,

Mine is the "Tutor'

| am the pride of every office and home.
Modern and forthcoming generations live
in my kingdom

| am eyes to the blind

And | am the support system of your mind
If you use me properly,

you will benefit exceedingly

You can access any global information
through me

Oh! | am sensitive and emotional too.

But | never procrastinate, always deliver
Yet, | am not superior to your mind

| am the gift made by you for mankind.

Jaspreet Singh
M.Sc. | Chemistry
Roll No. 8022

Factopedia

® The wall of the KumbhalgarhFort,the
birth place of Maharana Pratapis the
second longest wall after The Great
Wall of China.

® Lala Lajpat Rai was one of the founding
members of Punjab National Bank.
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ECONOMICS SECTION

The System Reset : Global Macro-Economy
in the Post Covid-19 World

Economics is a unique
discipline; it fosters contrarian
ideas as well as consistent
change. The discipline requires
assimilation of all the lessons
B and challenges that come with
i every new crisis. The Covid-19
pandemic brought about a
period of anxiety and stress that foreshadowed
what was experienced during the Financial Crisis
of 2008 which itself was considered
unprecedented, a “Black Swan Event” as it was
called back then. A pandemic and its economic
repercussions cannot be considered a Black
Swan Event but the degree and pace of its impact
combined with the complacency of governments
made its impact just as horrific.

But every crisis of this magnitude presents an
opportunity to inculcate changes and
modifications of the same magnitude in the
system. Unfortunately, the opportunities
presented by both crises in the past decade and a
half have been missed by policymakers all over
the world. The standard approaches taken have
simply been flooding the system of financial
markets with liquidity, hoping the benefits would
trickle down to the general public. Unfortunately,
all that has caused burgeoning government and
private indebtedness. Governments, all across
the board, have funded multi-trillion dollar
stimulus programmes to stabilize markets
without raising taxes on wealth and income and
hence budgetary deficits are balanced with debt.

To counter the problem of debt without involving
“visible taxation”, states all over the world are
banking on a set of policies that are called
“financial repression”. Briefly, that is a practice
where interest rates are artificially deflated
through broad monetary policy initiatives and
remain depressed while inflation exceeds
interest rates, eating away the value of the
principal amount on issued treasury debt. The

maturity of this treasury debt is usually a multi-
decade period during which negative real interest
rates compound the erosion of the value of the
principal. The United Kingdom implemented this
policy to manage their post war debts and within
30 years, a third of their debt was gone. It would
simply be summed up as hidden defaulting by
inflation.

Europe and the United States tried to manage
similar policies as a response to the respective
crises in their region, but unfortunately have not
been able to generate enough inflation. This
policy also consciously punishes savers while
rewarding dis-savers, squeezing the middle class
even further. Financial institutions that are
supposed to relay the cash throughout the
economy encouraging growth and inflation via
credit, fall victim to quasi-liquidity trap. Excessive
central bank support clouds the risk discovery
process in financial markets, shifting excess cash
into much riskier paper assets causing asset
bubbles all across. All this sums up to make the
system more fragile than it was previously and
running out of options to limit the damage during
future crises as interest rates remain
substantially depressed over extended periods of
time. India is now following a similar path, while
more has to be done to sufficiently address this
problem.

These set of policies also have the potential of
causing extreme social unrest due to their effect
on global food prices. Many of the historical
episodes involved natural processes such as
drought that introduced (or exacerbated)
Malthusian dynamics- in which the availability of
food is threatened to be exhausted by the

population's demand for it, particularly when
combined with rapid population increase in urban
centres. But another factor has had a dramatic
impact on global food prices and thus political
stability along with changes within the
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international money system. Food is expansively
traded cross-nationally, which generates a world
price that is typically indexed in U.S. dollars (still
the currency that is most used internationally, by
far). Changes to the value of the greenback have
the potential to move a wide range of prices
around the world, including the price of food. And
the value of the U.S. dollar is most influenced by
the actions of the Federal Reserve.

Moving forward, fundamental change in
economic ideas is required to address problems
that strike the very foundations of ideologies that
have governed economics for the past three
decades. The neoliberal brand of economics has
outlived its functional utility and must be allowed
to wither away and be replaced with something
new, something that addresses the problems that
led to its collapse. Neoliberal economics itself
was a response to the decline of the Keynesian
ideology of economics: achieving full
employment, built on high taxes and transfers,
welfare states and national economies. The
winter of discontent, coupled with inflation
reaching double digits in the late 1970s led to
swift policy and political response, with the
Volcker shock resetting monetary dynamics of
the broad global economy and Reagan and
Thatcher providing the political capital. In the
same vein, the brand of economics they ushered
is in dire trouble, accelerated with the Financial
Crisis and the populist politics it resurrected all
across the world.

The structural reforms that must be enacted
should embrace criticisms of the previous
regime, including but not limited to accounting for
ergodicity in our economic models. Economic
models present an interesting sketch of reality
with the use of complex statistical models.
Unfortunately, those models suffer from non-
ergodicity, and accounting for it would
fundamentally change our understanding of risk-
return dynamics that form the basis of capital and
labour allocationin our economies.

In India, specifically, we must focus on rebuilding
the middle class that has been battered by the

pandemic and associated lockdowns. A
consumption-led economy relies very heavily on
the health of its consumer base, which is primarily
the middle class. An estimated 150 million people
slipped down the economic ladder in 2020. In
India, the size of the middle class reduced nearly
by a third. If adequate fiscal measures are not
undertaken to compensate for this loss of
purchasing power, we risk getting stuck in a
prolonged deflationary cycle, wherein aggregate
demand would shift lower, forming a lower
equilibrium. This could wind up in a debt crisis, as
our government ramps up deficit spending, as it
signaled in this year's budget. Finally, the energy
industry must be incentivized to counter the grave
problem of climate change and ecological
destruction. The transition into solving these
problems will also create economic gains that will
serve the populace in terms of gained
employment and income, and positive
externalities, such as a better environment,
something which cannot be treated as an
“externality” anymore.

Dr. Sajla
Head,
PG Department of Economics

Doughnut Delight

To beat the lockdown blues, my
15 year old daughter often
craves for her favourite
scrumptious doughnut topped
with mouth- watering chocolate
sauce. The sugary torus shaped
snack is believed to have
originated from Netherlands and certainly acts as
a mood elevator. Now that the world has shrunk
to a global village everything is available
everywhere. No wonder, the European snack-
doughnut has become a hot selling bakery item
across India.
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When we talk of global market, it is always
projected as a win-win situation for all the
stakeholders. “Capitalism” and “Globalisation”
have been the catch words in the last two
decades. However, considering the present
scenario the big question we all talk about in
barber shops, pubs and coffee shops remains
unanswered. Are we happier than before? Has
growth and development been equitable? Has
poverty reduced post globalisation? Is the
planetary ecological system restored? Whatever
the answer be, it doesn't seem to be affirmative.
Contrary to our expectations, what we see
around is an inequality upsurge and a ruined
planet. Covid-19 has caused deeper cuts in our
already shattering economies. In India alone, 230
million additional individuals are now below the
poverty line. Poverty ridden labourers tell their
stories of 'miles to go' with swollen feet and then
there are others who had no choice but to dump
their bags of sorrow in holy waters. The system
has failed. Globally too, capitalism sounds off-
key.

Inequality and Poverty have become an innate
part of capitalism. The city which once nurtured
capitalism in the 17th century is no longer rooting
for it. Let us dig a little deeper and go back to
Amsterdam'1602 where the first ever sale of
shares took place by Dutch East India company
and laid the foundation of first stock exchange
and capitalism. Surprisingly, now Amsterdam's
circular strategy 2020-25 is not built with a
capitalistic mind set and is aiming to save the
environment. All attention is diverted from profit
maximisation to sustainable growth and equity
and their single goal is a conserved planet. All
this is in sync with “Kate Raworth's” — “Doughnut
Economics”. Raworth in her 2017 publication had
put forward a view that all human life must be
made to fit into what she refers to as the-'sweet
spot' between social foundation and
environmental ceiling. The social foundation is
the hollow inside the torus while the outer

boundary of the ring represents the maximum
limit the Earth's resources can be pushed to.
Ironically, in rich countries people are inhabiting
beyond the ‘ceiling’ and in underdeveloped
countries people lack basic necessities and fall
below the social foundation. The space between
these two boundaries is what everyone deserves
and desires and that's the 'doughnut’. But sadly,
with income and wealth inequalities trending
towards next highs, for millions living far below
the minimum level of decent human existence,
doughnut delights seem elusive.

With or without capitalism, policies must be
designed with “planetary health” thinking and be
dominated by 'inclusion’. Periodt .

Mrs. Geetanjali Pabreja
Assistant Professor

100 Days of Farmers Protest:
Faith in Democracy Shaken?

In late September'2020 the BJP
government passed new farm
laws which were said to enhance
and turn the existing ailing
agriculture pattern. The Modi
“ government took the bull by its

horns without considering the

repercussions. Many say that
our Prime Minister has got many ulterior motives

up his sleeve and there's always a strong
monetary reason behind all his actions. Isitso?

It's been 100 days and up since our country's
farmers (mainly from Punjab and Haryana) have
been protesting on Delhi's borders. Farmers have
been continuously opposing the three new farm
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laws and amendments, passed by the Indian
government. They fear that the new laws will
destroy their livelihoods. Slogans of “DELHI
CHALO” and “HANDS OFF OUR FARMS” are
being chanted. Till date, eleven rounds of talks
have happened between the farmers and the
government but there seems to be little
substantive progress. It appears as if the plea is
falling on deaf ears, and the Centre is sturdy
about it decision on farm bills. It is now feared that
tensions might escalate further. The consolations
given by the government seem inadequate and
half hearted. Farmers have refused to go back to
their homes and their agitation will only cease
when the government repeals all three new farm
laws. The Public can finally see a pattern. It
seems that the centre has joined hands with giant
corporations such as MukeshD.Ambani's all-
powerful Reliance Industries. By removing the
APMC Mandis and giving the big private
corporations a free pass into the buying and
selling of famers produce can prove to be
destructive. Not only this, but under the scheme
of new bills Minimum Support Price is also
terminated. Eventually, farmers will not have
enough leverage to protect their own interests
and will be left at the mercy of big multinational
business houses. It has now become more
important than ever to keep the flame burning. An
effective government is that which does ‘for the
people' and 'by the people' but here the centre
has proved to be a painful thorn in the flesh which
does not keep the public's interest as top priority.
A farmer is the one who sows and harvests his
land, he has every right to stand for what he feels
is right and protect the agendas that will
safeguard his future income. What's happening
onthe capital's borders is a revolution.

The on-going agitation is being spearheaded by
farmers from Punjab and Haryana. Now, no one
wants to be seen as “compromising” for fear of
being seen as “sold out” to the corporates. The
Farmers Protest has brought farmers spread all
over the country together and this is the first ever
movement to make a nation-wide noise. Earlier

movements like Champaran, Kheda and Bardoli
were localised affairs and were nothing
compared to the on-going 2020-21 movement.
Despite the effect of this movement being so
heavy the government is going haywire on how to
handle this situation. Our government is trying
new methods to get farmers off their back. It has
agreed to not penalise farmers for stubble
burning and has promised to protect the power
subsidies. But the farmers are settling at nothing
less and they demand that the bills be repealed.
Rather, they have become more infuriated and
are ready to continue the insurgency prevailing.
But can these farmer's organisations maintain
their fury for a long period of time? History bears
witness that anything which is on the play field for
a much longer time than required loses its steam
and gets out of control. So, where does the fault
lie? Why is the Centre not listening to our
country's farmers and why has it not chosen to
help them? The fault in this whole episode lies not
in the reforms, but in the way the farm laws were
passed and the government's strategy of
inadequate communication. The passing of laws
in the times of COVID-19 has only added fuel to
the fire as farmers were given a well-framed
reason to not gather in groups. The seed of
distrust had already being planted. People are
gradually looking at a clearer picture and coming
in support of the farmers.

The protest has managed to grab attention from
all over the world in the past few months. Punjabi
population overseas is estimated at 12 million.
They form a tight knit group and are vociferous in
articulating the concerns of the community back
home. They will leave no stone unturned and
would do everything in their power to help their
own kind. To show their reach and support they
organised rallies in Canada, USA, United
Kingdom and Australia and most of the
participants were members from Punjabi
community. Though a small community but the
effectit has been able to create is gigantic.

Famous icons- Rihanna and Greta Thunberg
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have also come in support and tweeted about the
on-going farmers protest on their respective
twitter handles. This has led to a global clamour
over the farmer's issue. Rahul Gandhi (a member
of Indian National Congress) recently tweeted-

“India’'s reputation in the international community
has taken a'massive hit"”

#Indiatogether and #Indiaagainstpropaganda
are doing rounds over social media websites.
Images of supporters holding placards saying
“Don't bite the hand that feeds you” are also being
seen all over twitter.

If the BJP government is hoping that the protests
will fade away, itis unlikely to happen. The onus is
on the centre to resolve and settle this issue
before people lose all hope in democracy. Itis the
responsibility of the centre to fill the cracks. If not
resolved now, the last chip will fall apart and it is
feared thatirreversible havoc will setin.

Japin Panjrath
M.A. Il Economics
RollNo. 6327

Principles of Green Economy

“If you think the economy is more
important than environment, try
holding your breath while
counting your money”

-Guy McPherson.

i,

. .8 Green colour symbolises nature,

life and existence of mankind. It
is the colour of our origin and our end. So how can
we not add this green into the most dominant
aspect of any country? Yes, it's undoubtedly
'ECONOMY"'. Green Economy should be the
most talked about topic in present scenario
because our economy is facing numerous
challenges and threats, whether it's about

depletion of environment, global warming, global
poverty, exhaustion of non-renewable resources
or rising inequality. Unfortunately the listis never
ending. We are so focused on the growth of our
country's GDP that we have left all other factors
hanging dormant. In the mad race of attaining
astounding success we are madly causing
irreversible damage to our environment. It is the
high time that we introduce a new perspective in
the economy and that perspective is - GREEN
ECONOMY

UNEP has defined the green economy as “one
that results in improved human well being and
social equity while significantly reducing
environmental risks and ecological scarcities.” It
is a marvellous notion that Green economy is one
that provides milk and honey to everyone and on
top of that without disturbing the laws of
nature.Green economy is based upon the five
principles which are previewed in the paper
“Principles, Priorities and Pathways for Inclusive
Green Economy” launched on July 15th 2019 at
the UN High Level Forum on Sustainable
Developmentin New York. These principals are —
Well Being, Justice, Planetary Boundaries,
Sufficiency and Good Governance. Let's
elaborate these principals one by one

Firstly, when we talk about WELL BEING, Itis that
stage where we are healthy, comfortable and
happy. But can only money help us in this stage?
In my opinion answer is a BIG NO. That's why in
green economy we are not only considering
wealth but also supporting well being. Here we
are taking wealth as a holistic term which not only
includes financial but also social, human and
natural capital. Research has proved that
increase GDP does not lead to increased life
satisfaction. GDP only includes goods and
services produced in an economy; it doesn't take
into account our physical and mental health. The
Green economy phenomenon focuses on stress
reducing activities, an environment full of positive
attitude, regular physical activity, healthy diet,
good sleep schedules and adequate water
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intakes. There is no fun in driving a Tesla when
your back hurts. So a balanced life is very
important and that's what green economy is all
about.

The second most important principle is JUSTICE
and for it to prevail injustice needs to be banished.
As it goes,'Injustice alone can shake down the
pillars of the skies and restore the reign of chaos
and night,'

- Horace Mann

With endless articles, films, policies and
discussions directed towards women
empowerment, we still find abundance of daily
news on female foeticide, dowry demands, rape
attempts and what not. That's why women
empowerment needs to be included in Green
economy where no discrimination is made on the
grounds of sex, caste, race etc. It stands with
equity and equality to all. It promotes equal
distribution of income among the rich and the
poor. It encourages strengthening of human
rights- the right to life, freedom of opinion and
expression, right to education and many more.
Green economy is not only made for humans but
can be applied to flora and fauna also. Horace
also emphasised on protecting the wild life. Wild
life has a very significant impact on economy.
10% of world's GDP depend on wildlife for
tourism. Not only for the economy but wild life is
essential for maintaining the balance of
ecosystem.

Thirdly, the concept of PLANETARY
BOUNDARIES was introduced in 20009. It is that
safe environment with which humanity can safely
function and operate. we call 'mother nature' for a
reason. It takes care of our economy as it directly
contributes to provide mankind raw material such
as water, minerals and indirectly by providing
services like managing floods, nutrients etc. But
what we give back to our Mother Nature is
garbage, pollution, plastic and waste. We destroy
and never preserve. We are the culprits. So it's, a
high time that we consider our Mother Nature as a
life sustaining and nurturing base.

The next and principle of SUFFICIENCY AND
EFFICIENCY can be better explained with the
support of a theory. We are so drenched in the
idea of meeting with present needs that we have
sidelined our instinct to preserve the natural
resources for the future generations. We are
exploiting them like we are the last generation on
this planet. To protect the natural resources'
principle of sustainable consumption and
sustainable production is added in green
economy.

Lastly, the most crucial principle is the of GOOD
GOVERNANCE and that can only be achieved
via effective planning. Planning without
controlling is incoherent so there is need for
proper rules, regulations, and policies to
implement the above principles. Not only the
authority but it needs public participation also.
Transparency and Accountability is something
we need the most. How can we fail to recall the
alarming words of Greta Thunberg where she
was literally screaming, blaming and begging the
selfish hollow successful people to open their
eyes and see their death coming if they don't care
for the environment? The time is NOW.. Green
economy is not a slogan but a warning. It's not
news but an idea to save Mother Earth.
Sustainable development, a term invented ages
ago but never put to use. It's time we reciprocate.
Let's come together, join hands and save our
world together. Lets spread awareness amongst
people and teach them that GDP and
environment protection can go hand in hand. It is
not dream and even if it is, let us turn it into a
reality. Let's build a nation where we can count
our money under a dense tree, alongside a
beautiful stream, flowers all around, pollution free
airand a peaceful mind.

ShilpaJain
M.A.| Economics
RollNo. 5315
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Stubble Burning

“People are dying. 1800 is the
level of pollution. Flights are
diverted. You are proud of your
achievement.”

-Supreme court of India, 06
November 2019.

At the onset on winters, the
northern region is engrossed in finding solution to
the plummeting air quality and all the newspapers
are filled with the news of the national capital's Air
Quality Index (AQI) getting worse with every
passing day. It is a common sight in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh, usually when the
sun sets, there is a dense, hazardous haze or
smog that surrounds the environment so
suddenly, and people feel their otherwise
effortless process of breathing turning into an
uphill task.

It is mainly a drawback of Norman Borlaug's
Green Revolution for which Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh were epicentres, and paddy
production was introduced at a wider pace in
them. Undoubtedly, green revolution was
essential for our country at that time, but one of its
down side is the leftover stubble after crop
harvesting. After the crops are harvested, the
residue left behind is burned down in the fields for
sowing the next crop, and this is known as stubble
burning.

Stubble is burned twice a year, once in summers
and then in the months of September and
October (onset of winters). The warm breeze
disperses it easily, but plummeting temperature
and low wind speed spread the smoke far and
wide in the winter season, which is a major issue.
The smoke is likely to travel as far as Delhi, some
250km away.

Stubble burning leads to the burning of many
essential nutrients in the soil, which leads to a fall
in its productivity and fertility. And many useful
bacteria like Rhizobium are killed, which are
otherwise useful for nitrogen fixation and some
other prominent processes.

According to some estimates, farmers in northern
India burn about 23 million tonnes of paddy
stubble, every year. The share of stubble burning
in Delhi's pollution can range from 1% to 42%,
which is a significant amount. Delhi's air pollution
peaks with the air quality index often plunging to
the 'severe' and ‘hazardous' categories recorded
452 last year. Though there are many reasons for
pollution in Delhi like emission from industries
and automobiles, but the contribution of stubble
burning cannot be disregarded. In 2020, stubble
burning contributed in accelerating the problem
of coronavirus which was at its peak during that
time.

Apart from breathing ailments like asthma, hyper
allergy, skin diseases etc. smog on the roads
turns out to be the reason for severe accidents
that can even cause deaths and irrevocable
injuries. The routine of the people is disturbed in
many ways.

Since it is turning out to be a major issue, the
government cannot remain silent about it. The
initiatives taken by the government in this regard
areasunder -

First is the HAPPY SEEDER - it is a machine
mounted on a tractor which removes the paddy
straw while simultaneously sowing wheat for the
next harvest. It is touted to be eco-friendly, fast
and effective. The government picked up 50-80%
of the bill, depending on whether it was an
individual farmer or a group.

Second, is the natural process of BIO-
DECOMPOSER - another potential game
changer is developed by the Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, which turns crop residue into
manure in 15 to 20 days, which is beneficial for
farmers in sowing their next crop.

Third is SETTING UP OF A NEW COMMISSION
— an ordinance dissolved the Environment
Pollution (Prevention and Control) authority and
in its stead, a new commission was set up with
over 20 members. Any noncompliance with the
orders passed by the commission will lead to jail
orfine of upto Rs. 1 crore.
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SMOG TOWER - the giant 20 ft. tall device has
been installed at South Delhi's Lajpat Nagar
Central Market. The “smog tower” will purify the
air in the market, which sees an average footfall
of nearly 15000 people every day.

THE SETBACKS OF THE GOVERNMENT
INITIATIVES-

The machines introduced are not financially
viable for the farmers to operate. The cost
effectiveness of the machines is quite low.
Marginal farmers are unable to use them even by
borrowing it from the rich farmers, who charge
high rents from them.

The time needed by the decomposer to turn the
residue into manure is unfeasible for the farmers.
According to them, they cannot wait for so many
days, the crops require a lot of water in sowing
which is restricted in summers.

Even after strict rules passed by the commission,
the rate of stubble burning rose in the previous
year.

The price of smog tower is quite high in
comparison to the benefit it will provide. Many
other countries like China, have installed these
towers, but its results were not promising. The
area coverage of the smog tower is also very less.

In 2009, the supreme court ordered a clutch of
northern states to give 2400 rupees per acre to
every farmer who didn't burn stubble. In august,
Punjab government admitted they couldn't afford
to pay so many farmers and nothing was received
by any farmer.

The reason why government fail to implement
them despite such havoc created by the pollution
even in the national capital is that farmers is a
major vote bank of these states. And any law
against their wish will lead to the downfall of the
kind that no political party can handle. So, the
ones responsible for execution of these plans,
are undermined by the idea of losing public
power.

ANOTHER FARMING REVOLUTION

With every passing year, this issue is turning
hazardous for our country and the issue is widely
discussed by agriculture economists and
environmentalists.

For the success of green revolution, the
government incentivised crops like wheat and
rice. Free electricity and heavy subsidies are
provided for producing major crops which serves
as an impetus for the farmers to grow more of
these crops.

In order to change this scenario, government
needs to tackle the problem at grass root level. By
subsidising crops other than paddy, the source of
most stubble burning, and by giving incentive to
other crops like fruits and vegetables. Another
major issue of paddy farming i.e. depleting
ground water table will be solved since the
cultivation of fruits and vegetables does not
require as much water as paddy.

Another solution can be sowing of pulses after
major crop, which can help in nitrogen fixation in
the soil and there can be increase in the
productivity eventually. This is known as crop
rotation and is adopted by many developed
countries so their results are relevant.

There is a general tendency of apprehension
towards change in our country. There is a need to
change the mindset of farmers for a better
outcome, an awareness regarding the benefits of
adoption of other methods and growing of other
crops be told to them instead of forceful
implementation. More cooperative means should
be devised and their reach to marginal farmers at
viable costs should be made sure.

If the youth of our nation will keep on breathing
polluted air, the future of the nation will be
choked. Therefore, now it becomes important
than ever to implement new laws and practices
against stubble burning.

Loveleen Kaur
M.A. Il Economics
Roll No. 6339
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Shadow Banking

Is it necessary that an institute
that looks like a bank ,acts like a
bank,has to be bank always??
Well maybe it's justa SHADOW
BANK.

-~ -~ | Shadow Banking (having asset
worth US$57 trillion globally),
first coined by PAUL MCCULLEY in 2007 is used
to describe banks,which perform bank like
activities(mainly lending) that take place outside
the traditional banking sector. They function as
an intermediary between savers(lenders) and
investers(borrowers), providing benefits of credit
lending to financial institutions and generate

liquidity.

In India, shadow banking is generally known as
NON BANKING FINANCIAL CORPORATIONS
(NBFC's) and also include group of companies
engaged in activities like insurance, investment,
chit funds and other alternatives of investment.
The vital service of NBFC's is credit

transformations i.e. short term borrowing through
issue of commercial papers for long term lending
ininfrastructure projects or in big projects.

MECHANISM OF INDIAN NBFC's:

In this BANKS, MUTUAL FUNDS AND
GOVERNMENT deposit money in SPV(special
purpose vehicles) and NBFC's and in return take
commercial papers or commercial deposits as a
security so that bank's money is safe. Then
NBFC's and SPV invest the money in different
new projects. And also NBFC's deposit money in
SPV andinreturn take loan from SPV.

So we can say shadow banking helps in providing
alternative for investors and constitute a possible
source of risk diversification away from banking
system. But there are risks involved with
elements of fraud, poor corporate governance
and weak risk management system.

Due to the IL&FS bankruptcy in 2008, regulators

increased the surveillance of these institutions to
safeguard savers. And at the same time realised
the importance of shadow banks in financing of
much needed investment in the economy and
therefore taken steps to allow growth and
deepening of shadow banking in India.

Japneet Kaur
M.A. Economics
Roll No. 6328

Why is inequality harmful?

Inequality refers to state of being
unequal in respect to any of the
following bases: income, status,
creed, gender, rights,
opportunities etc. The inequality
i | of income and wealth is the
s major problem which disrupts
the economy. Many reasons
contribute to creating inequality in an economy
that in turn leads to the downfall of one section of
the society with respect to other. The
understanding of inequality has evolved from the
traditional view where income is used as a proxy
for well-being where it is believed that a person
who is in better health has a high level of income.
There are some circumstances beyond the
control of man and that may also give rise to
inequality. In most developed countries, income
is not only from wages and salaries but also from
capital such as shares and rent, which widens the
gap ofinequality between two economies.

Initially, there was little inequality in the lifestyle of
people living in different regions. With the
advancement of technology, people started to
engage in production, manufacturing, trading
activities that created a primitive form of
capitalism. In the process of this, a lot of new jobs
were created and division of labor began to start.
Classes were formed and some classes had
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more power than others. Inequality has been on a
great rise in Western countries since the early
Eighteenth century. According to a study, world's
25 richest persons hold the wealth equal to that
held by 50% of world's poor population.

Economic Inequality is recognized as bad, as it
gives wealthier people a sense of control over the
lives of other. Unequal distribution of wealth in the
society and superiority of wealthy people can
make them work on their own terms. For
instance, ownership of a television news channel,
gives control of what to display on it and how they
understand their society is in the owner's hand.
Additionally, it will undermine the fairness of
political institutions, as they will be more
responsive to the interest and demands of
contributors of their institutions. The economic
system also gives bad reflection as people with
fewer assets find it hard to initiate the first step for
a greater opportunity, thus leading to inadequate
use of resources.

Every evil brings evil consequences with it. In the
same way, inequality brings with it many ill-
effects which disturbs the whole system. Higher
rate of health and social problems and lower rates
of social goods as well as alower population-wide
satisfaction is seen. There is a lower level of
economic growth when human capital is
neglected for high-end consumptions. Many
advanced civilisations collapsed by stratifying the
society into "elites" and "masses". At a micro
level, inequality will lead to less spending on
health and education, whereas, at the macro
level, it leads to economic instability, brake on the
growth, to some level it causes global financial
crisis.

Government of any country can play a major role
in eliminating the evils of society. To eliminate
inequality, government of each country should
come forward and join hands with each other to
promote "equity" through the tax and benefit
system. In this system, a higher tax isimposed on
items consumed by the upper section of society
i.e.; progressive tax system and redistributes the
welfare benefits to those in lower income groups.

Moreover, government can increase the
minimum wage of workers so that they can deal
with the situation of inflation too. The policies that
encourage higher savings and lower cost of
production for lower and middle classes of
society can provide them a sense of security of
their future as well as their present economic
status.

Eventually, we must realise that it's not about
being rich or being poor but it is about the lives of
the poor and their struggle to get equality in
everything. Inflation is creating a wider gap
between these two sections as rich are getting
richer and the poor are getting poorer. A system
must be generated where government's income
is spent in such a way that a balance is made in
society where no regional and status differences
are left. Investment must be balanced properly so
that economy as awhole becomes stable.

Shivani Chitkara
M.A. | Economics
Roll No. 5375
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Farm Bills 2020 :
Blessing Or Affliction

The debate over the farm bills
2020 has generated more heat
than light. Farmers from Punjab
and Haryana mainly are
protesting on various borders of
Delhi. Many people are
criticising these bills while some
are in favour of it. Leaders of
Opposition also called them “Corporate Friendly
and Anti Farmer” and such a rhetoric is common
in a demaocratic country like India. Everybody has
the right to express their views on any issue. Lets
look at some facts and figures regarding the
condition of agriculture in our country.

The agriculture industry contributes nearly 15%
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of India's GDP and around 60% of the country's
population depends on agriculture and it's allied
sectors directly or indirectly. Even then,
according to our Census, 70% of the farmers fall
in the category of small farmers. They have very
less amount of land resulting in less produce
which ultimately leads them to less bargaining
power. Actually, the farmers in our country are
mainly the “Price Takers” and not the “Price
Makers”. They don't know the real price of their
produce. The cost of the harvest for which they
work tirelessly in the fields for several months is
decided by the middlemen who exploit them by
giving them very low prices. Farmers buy the
agriculture inputs like seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides etc. on retail prices and sell their
produce on wholesale rates. This difference in
the cost price and selling price leaves them in a
greatloss.

In 1960, during the days of Green Revolution in
the country, Agricultural Produce Market
Committee or simply Mandis came into existence
where licenses were given to the traders to deal
within such places. In this system, the farmers
use to bring their harvest to these mandis and sell
them at the best price they get in the mandi from
different traders.Till now 7,000 such APMC's
have been established all over the India. The idea
to regulate the traditional zamindari system was
good. However with the passage of time these
mandis were possessed by MP'S and MLA'S.
Licenses were given only to the near and dear
ones of these legislators thus creating a
“LicenseRaj"in these mandis.

Moreover, according to National Farmers
Commission there should be one mandi
appointed for every 5 km. But ground reality is
totally opposite to it. In Meghalaya, there is only
one mandi covering 11,215 km of area.
Consequently, largest portion of the agricultural
produce is sold outside the APMC's. The data of
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
supports the above mentioned fact which says
that only 40% of the total harvest goes to such
mandis and rest is sold to nearby unauthorized
traders. Apart from this licensed traders in market

committees are also united and all of them give
equal lower prices to the farmer and being
helpless farmer has to sell the produce in loss. A
Survey reveals that as a result of such poor
condition of agriculture in India, 76% of the
farmers want to quit farming.

So, undoubtedly there was a need to regulate the
existing farm laws to reduce barriers in supply
chain, to liberate agriculture from the dominance
of arhatis in order to raise the standard of living of
those people who are engaged in farming. In
September 2020, Government of India passed
three farm bills in the Parliament. These bills are:
First, The Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance
and Farm Services Bill 2020. As is clear from
words empowerment and protection agreement
in the title, this bill aims at protecting the farmers'
interest through a legal agreement. It will create a
National framework for contract farming through
an agreement between a farmer and buyer
before the production. In case of any dispute
between farmer and buyer at the time of buying,
the act also provides for a 3-level dispute
settlement mechanism by Conciliation Board,
Sub-Divisional Magistrate and Appellate
Authority. But the act is being highly criticised by
opposition and people protesting on roads. The
farmer is prevented from moving court against
any private company since the Appellate
Authority is the highest level of appeal. Moreover,
the individual farmers did not have the resources
like the private companies. For instance, there
are financial analysts in the company to prepare
any agreement in the favour of the company.
These companies have a legal team to deal with
in case of legal action against them. On the other
hand the farmer is neither highly educated to
understand these agreements nor he is
financially strong to bear the expenditures of legal
battle.

The second bill passed is - The Farming
Produce Trade And Commerce (Protection
and Facilitation) Bill 2020

This act promotes barrier free intra- state and
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inter- state trade of agricultural produce in
“outside trade areas” such as warehouses,
factory premises, silos, cold storage houses etc.
Any PAN CARD holder can directly buy from
farmers in these trade areas without paying any
license fee and other commission fee. Online
trade of such products through electronic devices
and internetis also allowed under this act.

But this bill is still being imposed by many. This
act prohibits the state governments from
imposing any market fee or cess on farmers,
traders, and electronic trading platforms for
trading the produce of farmers in such areas. The
opposition says this would lead to corporatisation
of agriculture with the market becoming an
unpredictable destiny of farmers. In Punjab and
Haryana, market fee, rural development fee, and
arhatiya's commission are the major sources of
state revenue. With the implementation of these
laws, Punjab and Haryana could lose an
estimated Rs 3,500 crore and Rs 1,600 crore of
revenue respectively. This is also one of the
major reasons of supporting the protest by the
political leaders of these states.

The next bill in the line is - The Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Bill 2020

This is an amendment to the existing Essential
Commaodities Act, 1995 under which the central
government was empowered to control the
production, supply, distribution, trade and
commerce in certain commodities. Through this
amendment products like cereals, pulses,
oilseeds, edible oils, onion, and potatoes have
been removed from the listof essential
commodities which means that now onwards
there will be no restriction on stocking, movement
and export of these commodities except in case
of war, famine, high price rise or natural
calamities. Moreover, in the case of inflation also
the government would not intervene until there is
increase in retail prices of more than 50% of non-
perishable items (cereals, pulses, edible oilseeds
and oils) and more thanl100%increase in
perishable items (potato, onion). But this
amendment has been heavily criticised by the

farmers. Today there is no food scarcity in our
country. According to Food Corporation of India
(FCI), they have 4,78,00,000 tonnes of wheat;
30,00,000 tonnes of sugar; 2,21,00,000 tonnes of
rice stored in their warehouses and godowns.
The only problem is “Mismanagement of Food”.
Removing certain commodities of daily use from
essential commodities list may encourage private
players to invest in agriculture sector, as per
government's saying. But there is very high
probability of hoarding and black marketing which
may cause rise of artificial demand leading to
high increase in prices ultimately affecting the
normal life of the people. Apart from this, with the
government not interfering in the price control
process, sellers will be free to sell the product at
any price below the fixed level. Obviously, the
original demand of that particular product may
decrease but still there are chances of high
inflation rate in the market.

In a nutshell, every coin has two faces and both
the faces are of equal importance. Surely these
bills regulate the existing farm laws but there are
some loopholes which need to be addressed. As
far as the matter of Minimum Support Price
(MSP) is concerned, the central government
declares MSP on 23 crops like rice and wheat but
itis not a guarantee that government will buy from
everyone. It ends up on buying few items like rice
wheat etc. Only 6% farmers get benefit of MSP
procurement and prices. Most of the farmers are
concerned that if maximum trade would happen
outside APMC yards, then the government would
stop MSP. But the concept of MSP is just a false
guarantee and is flawed.

So, itis the time that we all understand these bills
and the statistics of our country without involving
into the political chaos, solve the problems with
mutual understanding without making it a
prestige issue and work for the betterment of our
farmers and join the hands for the welfare of our
country.

Amit Sharma
B.Sc-lll Non-Med.
RollNo. 4110
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ENVIRONMENT AND SOCIAL ANALYSIS

Wait A Minute

It was the summer of 1972,
Stanford University professor
Walter Mischel walked into a
boisterous class at Bing Nursery
School with dozens of beautifully
wrapped candies. He offered the
sweets to each one of those
present in the class. As they picked the sweets,
he could see their eyes sparkle with excitement.
But putting an end to their enthusiasm for lip
smacking treat, he made a strange statement-
"Don't eat the candy until I'm back". Now this was
one of the hardest challenge for someone of that
age. Anyhow the teacher got back after some ten
'long" minutes and was amused to see that the
children were playing with colourful wrappers for
they had savoured their taste buds with the toffee
treat. Only seven of them were still holding
themselves back waiting for him to return.
Professor Walter Mischel , jotted their names in
his diary and continued with the class. For a long
time, he kept a tap on the progress of all the
children especially those seven. After years of
follow up, to his surprise, he found that while the
rest of the students were leading an average life,
those seven students were doing exceptionally
well in their respective fields. It was also found
that the kids who could hold out longer before
eating the candy handled frustration better and
managed their stress more effectively as adults.
This research became one of the most famous
studies in social science, known as the
marshmallow test after the name of the
candy(marshmallow) which was given to the
children.

This research brought forth the crux of life -
"Patienceisthe Key to Success".

Patience is indeed a wonderful virtue which
enables us to endure and sail through times -
good or bad . Sometime back we were all swaying

to the catchy tune of "Apna Time Ayega" as the
famous Gully Boy's Rap had topped the charts ,|
am wondering was it the hit tune or the hidden
meaning behind the lyrics which impressed the
masses. Isn't he trying to give a simple message-
'‘Be Patient'. Life has its own timing and flow.
Patience allows us to let the circumstances
evolve. So my dear young readers keep
perseverance as it will help you unlock many
doors. Remember to hold your breath, release
the stress and take in peace when the tide is
rough. Living through things is the only solution
to problems ,drugs and suicide are not. Never
dwell on adversity and constantly work on
improving your patience level. What we all need
today is to build AQ (Adversity Quotient) . Keep
putting efforts with a song in your heart and the
blissis sure to follow you init's own time.

Happy Reading!!
Geetanjali Pabreja

Assistant Professor
P.G Department of Economics
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Gender Neutrality :
The New Human Empowerment

Growing up as kids, we are
always taught about the
differences in color choices that
stereotype you as a boy or a girl.
How pink makes you a girl and is
a feminine color whilst blue
being the color for boys and
color of masculinity. Who
dictates all these ? Why Can't we just look at
those colors and understand the joy they bring
into our life irrespective of their gender based
notions ? Who decides these gender norms ?
Who decides that individuals are supposed to
follow and stick to these gender norms ?

(a6)
&)



In 2020, Google updated its internal style guide
that encouraged developers to get rid of
'unnecessarily gendered language'. Going one
step further in promoting inclusive language,
Google will now nudge users on Google Docs to
use non-gendered or 'gender neutral terms'
instead of 'generic masculine terms' from June
2021.

For example, for the word 'chairman’, Docs will
offer suggestions such as “chairperson”. While
talking about hours involved in a project, rather
than using “man hours”, the tool will nudge you to
use “person hours; instead” “police officer”
instead of “police man”, “mail carrier” instead of

“mailman” and so on.

Though it isn't the same as a typo or a
grammatical error, unnecessarily gendered
language can feed unconscious sexist biases.
Inclusive language can make workplaces far
more equitable, as it acknowledges diversity and
conveys respectto all people. Way to go Google!

Letus as individuals try and make this place more
gender neutral , rather than a particular gender
center. After all, every one just wants to and
deserves to be treated and respected fairly. You
don't have to stick to the gender norms set out by
the society, where men aren't supposed to be
weak or vulnerable, where women aren't
supposed to live the life they want to . If a man
cries, why do we have to use the phrase “why are
you crying like a girl” ? Why do we as children
have to bully kids who are different ? Why haven't
we been taught that being different doesn't mean
wrong ? Itjust means unique or perhaps special.

I think most of you must be feeling that its too
complicated. | have heard many saying — “all the
talk of gender fluidity and sexuality doesn't make
sense to me, it's too complicated.” | don't think it's
the apparent ‘complication’ that's the problem. It's
their decision not to learn and to be rigid. | mean,
no one says stock markets and crypto currencies
are complicated; let's not talk about them. Rather
everyone wants to learn the power of investing.

We are humans and human beings are meant to
learn. Why Can't we learn humanity ?

A lot of people celebrate Pride Month in June
every year, statistics still show suicides by
LGBTQIA Community. They are still being killed
or are facing more mental health issues because
of social bullying. Companies like Burger King,
IKEA, Mercedes, McD, Instagram, Amazon and
so on have made clear their support to LGBTQIA
Community and we guestion them about using
PRIDE as a sign of generating more revenues
and increasing Customer Credibility. But the fact
is that we don't support them.

Here's what you can do : First, Learn. Be open to
learning. Be open to treat people fairly
irrespective of their gender. LGBTQIA
Community is not just about parades and strikes
or a rainbow flag. LGBTQIA is about surviving
hardships from everyone around them, its about
fighting for equal rights, adjusting to the
patriarchal society, gender euphoria and loving
oneself more than the need of being loved by
others. It also means honoring those who paved
their way amongst others and a lot more. Don't
crack jokes that are sexist or misogynist or
demeaning in any way to anyone even if they are
being cracked by your bunch of friends. Just
Don't. As a parent, be more open to your child's
orientation and identification and understand this
is not a psychological disorder and give love to
them. As a friend, always be at his/her back and
support. As a teacher or a mentor, embrace the
difference without being biased. Let's be more
civilized . But what can we do to become civilized
? Nothing much , just a little compassion,
understanding and love would suffice.

Sourav Arora
B.Comll
RollNo. 4728
Student Editor
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Covid Behaviour

We humans cannot adhere to a
rule for long. It is in our very
nature. The choices we make in
our life are ultimately our own

responsibility. People follow
“ their own ways of living. If one

human is interested in painting

the other is keen in playing
football. Everyone on this planet has a different
perspective and consequently no two individuals
share same thoughts or feelings. So, this system

is very complex which makes it nearly impossible
tounderstand asto why we do what we do.

What it took was a life ending catastrophe taking
the shape of a contagion to understand the depth
of differences present in homo-sapiens. COVID
kicked off at the end of 2019; some people took it
lightly, some were sitting on the fence and the rest
actually considered it to be life-threatening. At
the start of 2020, the governments got involved
and understood the dire situation. Whenever a
crisis hovers, it is the government of a country
which is the first to issue rules and guidelines to
instruct the people about how they can curb the
situation by following certain protocols. The
advent of COVID was no different and it instilled a
course of action amongst the people all over the
world. Respective governments announced
certain guidelines and the public was strictly
instructed on how they are to behave and act in
this unprecedented crisis. In India, the
government had no clue about the impending
doom and so it put the country in a complete
lockdown very early. The Prime Minister of India
personally went live on several news channels in
March' 2020 and warned the people about covid
threat resulting in panic among masses. They
did what they thought was right. Majority of the
countries adhered to the guidelines and took
precautionary measures so as to prevent
themselves from getting the infection. With grim-

reaper at their doorstep, there was no choice.
People researched, they would sit in front of the
idiot box shifting between news channels all day.
So, perhaps it actually took death to put people in
line. But you are mistaken if you think that this
behaviour continued for long. As soon as, as the
government noticed that the COVID situation is
taking a step back in India, they started unlocking
the country in steps. A minute ago people were so
afraid but as soon as the government curbed the
restrictions, public went gaga and they hit the
markets. Even though, the government had
strictly prohibited social gathering in large
numbers, people started gathering in large
crowds. For them to stay indoor was not less than
a punishment. People actually went nuts staring
at the same four walls all day and it took a toll on
their mental health. So, when the government
announced the un-lockdown, to go out and live
their social life became their only escape . When
the lockdown was lifted in mid-2020 people got so
excited that they forgot about the wave that had
hit them so hard at the start of the year. People
broke containment zones, walked in public
without masks and showed a callous attitude.
Ever since, the mask wearing or not wearing has
come into spotlight a lot of times. The people of
USA refused to follow any restrictions and were
willing to live and die on their own terms. Strikes
and riots flushed throughout US and people
demanded for gyms and malls to open. Now, this
is just a peculiar example of human behaviour.
People demand freedom and they cannot be
restricted for long; for them , living life is more
important. But, this was not the case in New
Zealand, where public followed the rules and
ended COVID in their country in a matter of few
months.

Contrary to this in India, the lifting up of the
lockdown coupled with people not wearing masks
and not following given standards, COVID once
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again roared and the government was forced to
implement another lockdown in the country in
May, 2021. When COVID finally started
diminishing all around the world, India was still in
its clutches. International travel began to open
once again but not for Indians because they were
experiencing the second wave. Yes, we actually
attained freedom for a short period of time but at
what cost? This second wave was a result of the
carelessness on the part of people of India. Not
wearing masks out in public and meeting in large
groups welcomed the second wave in India.
Though, hopefully the vaccines were launched in
no time and the impact of COVID went from
severe to mild. Moreover, itis stated thatevenifa
person gets his/her vaccination done, he is not
totally immune from this communicable disease.
He still needs to wear his mask out in public. But,
here jumps in the behaviour. People have
different opinions and theories about wearing
masks in public. Some say that they are
uncomfortable while others are of the opinion that
they are not able to breathe.

Well, we cannot totally disagree with these facts
but, if we are to put an end to this mayhem we'll
have to practice wearing masks in public. We'll
have to teach it as a habit to our younger
generation. It is also seen that people that
actually follow the rules and wear their masks
properly tend to get angry at those who don't.
What is the solution? How should one react when
he/she sees an individual not wearing a mask?
Well, it is suggested that you approach them
politely and maintain a calm outlook. Doesn't
matter if they listen to you or not, you'd be content
with your actions and how you tried to help them.
It would be fair to say that this mean business is
not going anywhere anytime soon and if we are to
avoid a third wave we have to follow the
guidelines and get our vaccinations done as soon
as possible. The rest depends on our behaviour
and the human perspective. Well whatever may
happen next, it will be an outcome of our own
actions. Good or bad cannot be controlled but it

can sure be avoided if we were to follow certain
protocolsin our life.

Japin Panjrath
M.A. Il Economics
Roll No.
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The Last Century of Book Lovers
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We are moving towards a world which is a
personification of impersonalisation and
materialism. Sadly, we are drifting away from the
values, ethics and belongingness. One of the
significant reasons behind this is the absence of
books from our homes and lives. We are moving
towards a generation which knows everything but
in real terms, nothing.

Before independence, every household used to
have some copies of books about values.
Society, and every member of the family used to
read them. our Indian education system was also
connected to the study of values which was far
more superior than what it is now. Education is
required to make us humble, and that was what
our education system made us back then. And
this ethnic strength scared the British and they
changed our system. Not to forget, the legendary
freedom fighter Bhagat Singh was a book lover,
he read nearly 300 books during his lifetime.
Lenin, Karl Marx and many such thinkers and
their ideologies shaped his vision of a better
society, and he exhibits a perfect example of the
power of books.

In comparison with southern states, people in the
north are far behind in terms of knowledge. The
difference of literacy rate is the clear evidence of
this. While Kerala has a literacy rate of 96.2%, in
Punjab it is only 71.42% which is even less than
Bihar. So where are we lagging behind? We are
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drenched in the era of technology and The
superfluous idea of modernism that's taking us far
from real things, One of them is books. The
Cultural chauvinism of Britishers who
incarcerated not only our nation, but also our
systems deeply. They left us in a system where
most of us are confined to the books of our
curriculum in schools and colleges, and there is
particularly no space for reading other books.

What books a person should choose to read-
fiction, non - fiction, autobiographies, self-help,
that really is not a matter of concern here. My
concern is linked to the habit of reading. People
who are making technologies, social media
platforms are also reading and writing books
every year while the users of their products are
simply moving away from them. If this trend goes
on, we are not much far away from the time
where reading becomes a thing of the past.

Let us take a look at some famous personalities. |
shall begin with Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, whose
autobiography “Wings of Fire” is the best-known
biography written in India and his journey began
from the library of his village from where he used
to take books for reading, and later on he
because the president of our nation. Not to forget
Malala Yousafzai, whose fight for education
triggered terrorist groups who tried to silence her
voice by killing her. Fortunately, she survived, an
omen for better future and hope. To quote her,
“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can
change the world.”

To become a writer, you have to first be an avid
reader. The idea for writing is nurtured while
reading. Be it Arundhati Roy, Chimamanda Ngozi
Adhichie, Rabindranath Tagore or any other
revolutionary writer, they were all voracious
readers before they began writing.

They say, “The pen is mightier than the sword”;
the militants or the terrorists, or our rivals, they
aren't really scared of our weapons, but the
knowledge and wisdom of our thoughts.

Our history stands as evidence to many such
things, when the tenth Sikh Guru, Shri Guru
Gobind Singh Ji wrote Zafarnama to Aurangzeb
his words acted as swords that led to the eventual
defeat of Aurangzeb. What no armies could do,
hiswords did.

If this turns out to be the last century of reading
books, then we are all heading towards a big
mess. Reading books reforms and revolutionizes
the mind. Book reading culture must be revived. .

Loveleen Kaur
M.A. |l Economics
Roll No. 6339
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United Nations at 75

“The duty of United Nations is to
make every international border
a garden, a place of art and
cultural festival” quoted Amit
Ray.

.q And today this Gardner of
happiness and peace has
completed 75 years. The UN member states
agreed in June 2019 that the UN will mark its 75th
anniversary with a one day high level meeting of
the UN general assembly on the theme “The
Future We Want”. But considering the situation of
covid this meeting was held virtually.
"The UN was not created to take mankind to
heaven, but to save humanity from hell."

7
-

It would be no exaggeration if | say that it would
take another 75 years to list out the great deeds
that UN has done in its 75 years of working. It left
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no stone unturned to build a better world. From
securing human rights to maintaining economic
stability along with environment conservation
and establishing a safe and unbiased globe with
the help of international laws. Such topics were
always on UN's priority list. Currently UN is
working on almost 71 international peacemaking
projects that focus on settling disputes. It assists
more than 50 countries in conducting elections.
Not only this, UN also settles millions of refugees
and provides them food and other facilities. The
main areas of operations of UN and its 194
countries are about the environment, poverty,
world peace, women rights and other social as
well economic issues. Who can forget the year
1995 when UN participated in the world
conference on women held in Beijing. Where it
setthe agenda for advancing women's rights and
promoting gender equality. UN food and
agriculture organisation (FAQ) also
spearheaded international efforts to reduce
hunger. The UN office on drugs and crime
worked hard to diminish the supply of illicit drugs
under the three key UN conventions to combat
drug abuse. The joint united nations program on
HIV/ AIDS steers the global action to counter an
epidemic that effects 35.3 million affects people
around the world . UN has always acted as a light
house for humanity. Even during times of covid
pandemic, it led millions of field missions. It can't
be a coincidence that UN is celebrating its 75th
anniversary just at the moment when the whole
globe was in need of this body the most. Not only
this but also covid has given us one of the biggest
lessons that UN body has been trying to teach,
we must think big to secure a safer world for our
future generations. UN bodies want to create
peace and happiness. So on its anniversary lets
join hands and promise ourselves to build a
better nation and a better world.

Shilpa Jain
M.A. Il Economics
RollNo. 5315

Water Crisis
“Water water everywhere not a drop to drink!”
-Coleridge

India is in the middle of a
serious water crisis. Nearly 80%
of India's freshwater is used in
agriculture. Over half of India's
cultivated land is under water-
intensive crops. India uses at
least twice the amount of water
to grow one unit of food as
compared to other countries. A NITI Aayog
report has suggested that severe water scarcity
will eventually lead to a 6% loss in the country's
GDP by the year 2050.

The two main issues we are facing here are - lack
of drinking water and lack of water supply for
agriculture.

With a diverse population that is three times the
size of the United States' population, but one-
third its physical size, India has the second
largest population in the world. More than 50% of
the population has no access to safe drinking
water and about 200,000 people die every year
due to the lack of access to safe water. Overall,
mismanagement and lack of governance has led
to the spread of water crisis from the southern
regions of the peninsula to the northern, water-
rich Himalayan regions.

According to water.org, 88 million people Lack
access to safe drinking water. Since 2005,
Water.org has played a significant role in India's
progress towards improved water and
sanitation, empowering 14.7 million people with
access to safe water and sanitation. But still
more efforts need to be done.

The question is, How can we solve this problem?
This problem must be addressed at various
levels and sectors across the country so that it
can properly be rectified. It's important to spread
awareness among the citizens (particularly in

®

SISATYNY TVI00S ANY LNJINNOHIANA



urban areas) about the scarcity of water. Solving
this crisis means that each citizen must be made
aware of the crisis and takes part in proper water
conservation, he/she should stop water misuse,
and eliminate the usage of bottled water.

Local governments (e.g.,Gram Panchayat) can
also take part in water conservation by utilising
watershed development and monitoring
groundwater usage by farmers. Development of
formal water policy is critical.. The right kind of
information will provide guidance to the
administration and citizens for proper usage of
surface water and groundwater. It is also
necessary to create management strategies for
inter-state and trans-boundary rivers. Crop
diversification can reduce water wastage in
agriculture. Micro-irrigation such as drip irrigation
& sprinkler irrigation should be promoted. More
than 50% of wastewater can be reused.

Access to drinking Water should be everyone's
right. By distributing pressurised and potable
water via taps, 24 hours a day and 7 days a week,
we can ensure that everyone has equal access to
this precious resource. As long as we have the
will, everything seems achievable. Water is
called the Elixir of Life and we need to conserve
this elixir in order to sustain life on earth.

Ashwin
M.A. Il Economics
Roll No. 6306

Oxygen Langar

“Sarkaar has Failed...... , Sardaar has Not...”

Since the past few weeks, news
and social media have been
flooded with photographs of
Covid patients gasping for air as
the country faces an acute
shortage of medical oxygen. Itis

seen that people have unigue personalities which
they don't usually show all the time but only reveal
under certain circumstances. And the people who
have helped us get through this dark phase are
none other than 'Sikhs'.During the first wave of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Sikh community
was at the forefront helping those who called for
food langar that fed lakhs of mouths. Moreover, a
same sort of pattern can be seen in the second
wave where everyone saw the broad and
extensive explanation of Langar LITERALLY.

Oxygen langar was made available to everyone
without any cost and discrimination . It actually
shows the love for humanity felt by the Sikh
community. The definition of Langar widened
when the Sikhs not only provided food in langars
but also the most prestigious gift of life-
OXYGEN.

During the epidemic when oxygen was not
accessible to people at any hospital , a free of
cost Langar of BABA NANAK was organised at
Shri Guru Singh Sabha Gurudwara in
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad. The “oxygen langar” at
the Gurudwara Sahib Ji was set up by Khalsa
Help International and Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh
Sabha. Beds with oxygen cylinders,
concentrators, and masks were laid out in a large
tent equipped with fans and coolers. Chairs were
also provided.

All this began on a dark night in mid April, when
Gurpreet Singh Rummy, along with his four fellow
social workers, stood outside the Shri Guru Singh
Sabha Gurudwara in Indirapuram; the streets
around him seemed no less than a dystopian
nightmare covered in death and helplessness.
The shortage of oxygen had led to over 20
patients dying within hours at Delhi's Jaipur
Golden Hospital. Adding to this, six patients died
in Amritsar after a private hospital could not
procure enough oxygen for sick patients. People
grieved, they felt helpless. Death, mass
cremations, panic and grief brought India to its
knees.
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The challenge was to maintain a regular supply of
oxygen. In order to cater to this problem, the
KHALSA AID with the help of many volunteers
fetched help from various oxygen plants located
in far off places such as Baddi, Haridwar, Jaipur
and Ludhiana. Vehicles moved round the clock to
ensure timely refilling and subsequent delivery of
oxygen cylinders to the gurudwara, sometimes
reaching the volunteers literally minutes before
the supply ran out. While every day thousands of
people rushed to the Gurudwara, the volunteers
here had limited amount of resources to help
those in need of oxygen. The volunteers not only
supplied adequate amount of oxygen at
GURUDWARA SAHIB JI but also at the
doorsteps of the needy.

“Itis alaborious and tough task to manage such a
great amount of oxygen. We have limited access
to it but the number of patients is increasing day
by day in Gurudwara Sahib. We try not to let
anyone go empty-handed and try our level best to
make oxygen available to them. Moreover ,it is
managed by volunteer work as well as with the
donations and funds of Gurudwara Sahib without
forcing anyone for money.” Said one of the
volunteers.

The aggressive second wave of the pandemic
overwhelmed health infrastructures in most
states, with hospitals unable to arrange adequate
oxygen supply for the mounting cases and the
government failing completely. The cost of one
oxygen cylinder is estimated between Rs 6,000 to
Rs 8,000 and the cost of setting up a PSA plant is
approximately Rs 33 lakh An oxygen
concentrator is priced between Rs 40,000 and Rs
90,000. In spite of the hefty incur-rings,
volunteers could be seen working with full
diligence and motivation.

In several oxygen langars, volunteers have
stocked cylinders and were administering oxygen
to anyone with respiratory distress. It is a relief to
see such a peculiar sort of langar where everyone
is treated with equal respect irrespective of their

backgrounds. Be someone in a Mercedes or a
rickshaw , oxygen is free for all. It is treated as '
GURU DA LANGAR' and Sikhs are trying their
best to serve humanity like they always do when
crisis hits our country.

In a short clip on some news channel, a woman
was seen sitting on a chair outside the
Indirapuram Gurudwara Sahib. She's holding on
tight to her mask which is connected with an
oxygen cylinder and says" Oxygen is vital and |
would not have made it had it not been for not for
these humble people and all the Sardar
community who made the effort to arrange
oxygen not only for me but for many just like me.”

In conclusion we can say that oxygen langar
saved lives of many while carrying the heavy cost
of cylinders on its back.

Itisrightly said—

“DON'T PONDER WHO ACQUIRES THE LIGHT
JUST BLAZE A CANDLE TO MAKE THIS
WORLD BRIGHT “

This is what the Sikh community has achieved. In
such grim times, it's commendable to see the
Sikhs coming up with ways to help the distressed
in whatever ways possible with minimal
resources at their disposal.

It displays the unmatched ability the citizens of
India are capable of and their willingness to help
each other, despite their cultural differences.

Sukhman Singh
B.Com |
RollNo. 4480

é Factopedia )

® Before the atomic attacks on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the US Air Force dropped
pamphlets to convey to the people about

\_ the utter destruction and urged them to flee)
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You Deserve a Break !

“Everyone you meet is fighting a battle you know
nothing about. Be kind, Be humble always.” I'm
personally a very strong believer of this and
coming from a place where mental well-being has
often been underestimated, | cannot stress how
important it truly is. Whether one is 16 or 25 or in
one’s 50s, we've all had our days when we've felt
lonely. Even while being in a group of people,
there are days when nothing seems to make
sense. The past two years have probably not
been the years most of us were hoping for, but it
also has probably been the time which quite
literally forced us to see and focus on what truly
matters. Whether it's been about getting back at
that hobby you loved when you were a kid, if it's
been about working on that summer body you've
always wanted, if it's been about spending quality
time with your loved ones or even if it was merely
just you getting out of your bed and making
through the day, it has pushed us to appreciate
the things we've probably always taken for
granted.

A person sitting right next to us could be going
through a turmoil of emotions and still have a
smiling face, a person could seem completely
'normal’ but might have to go back to an abusive
household, a kid could be struggling to open up
and be his own self in front of his family and our
friends could be going through an issue we might
have no idea about. A compliment or a few kind
words might stick with someone through their
entire life and a simple “Hey, how are you doing ?”
can make someone feel better. While it could be
hard being that person all the time, why not take
baby steps and start by checking on ourselves?

The business of life is to go forward. But never
underestimate the importance of a pause. Like an
afternoon nap in the middle of a busy or even an
empty day. Even Kit Kat, beckons us to “Have a
break.” You may pause wherever you feel most
beautiful. In bed, cuddled by cool summery
sheets. In a garden, all alone, lost in the scent of
fresh dew and endless skies. On a balcony,

staring at life in the distance. On a terrace,
between those clothes flapping to dry in the wind.
A pause is also wonderful before you begin
something new. Before you open your mouth to
say something, before putting a morsel in your
mouth, pause with gratitude. After a prayer.
Between sets at the gym. Whenever, but pause.
To us it may seem that a pause is meaningless,
empty and nothing. But sometimes, doing
absolutely nothing is everything.

Whatever you do, never lose the ability to laugh at
yourself or your situation. A little laughter goes a
long, long way. Gardens laugh with swaying
sunflowers. Grandfathers laugh, holding their
bellies. Laughter is cheaper and better than any
medicine. Laughter is nature's ok signal. Let's tell
ourselves that whatever we are going through,
good or bad, we will come out of it sooner or later.
If we laugh at our own flaws, if we accept them
ourselves, can anyone else dare make fun of us?
The people who know us best don't know us by
our looks or how much money we make or how
successful we are. They know us by the sound of
our laughter. In the end looks will fade, muscles
recede, and mirrors will stop being our best
friends. But the sound of our laughter is ours
forever.

This is one self help tip, that is coming from my
experience of battling my emotional storms. Yes,
it is extremely important to talk, to seek help, but
at times it is just not possible, and during that
time, all you have is yourself. So it is very
important to have your own ways of reminding
yourself of the 100% you. Love yourself and Live
in the Moment. Let's not be so caught with our
lives that we don't have the time to pause and
check on ourselves and those around us. Let's
pass through these times with gratitude and
appreciation. Cheers!!

Sourav Arora
B.Com Il
Roll No. 4728
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Saga of Three Empowered
Women

“There is no force equal to a
woman determined torise.”

- W.E.B. Dubios
What does it mean to be
empowered? In the rapidly

changing times of today, we
often come across the idea of
woman empowerment, but what does it mean to
be awoman and being empowered?

The foundation of this idea lies upon a simple fact
that women need to be empowered. In a
traditionally male chauvinist society, a woman
who wants to outshine needs validity and huge
courage to empower herself. Here is the story of
three women from three different states who were
courageous enough to become examples for
others. All of them are Padma Shree awardees of
thisyear.

The first tribal woman who dared to take
traditional Pithora paintings beyond the walls of
the huts to big canvasses is Bhuri Bai. Girls in her
village after achieving puberty were deemed to
be “impure” Receiving the blessings of their deity
Lord Pithora was, hence only a man's
prerogative. But her instincts opened the way for
her when she met the famous artist Jagdish
Swaminathan who suggested to her to paint on
sheets of paper. Her work converted the
traditional and ritualistic Bhil Pithora paintings
into contemporary Bhil. Presently she is working
as an artist with Adivasi Lok Kala Academy in
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. Her art work is
displayed in museums worldwide and she has
been honoured with many awards by the state
government and this year the Padma Shree was
bestowed upon her.

There is no denying the fact that since
independence, India has overcome many evil
practices which were restrictive to our growth, but
some of them still persist. One such practice is
witch craft. Awoman fighting against this menace
in Assam has been honoured with Padam Shree
award for saving 35 lives. She is Birubala Rabha.

In 1985 her son who was suffering from some
mental disease was branded as possessed and
the quack said he would die within three days. But
her son survived and Birubala's hope was ignited
after this. She pledged to raise her voice against
it. After her initiative, the Assam government also
passed the Prevention of and Protection from
Witch Hunting Act, 2015 in which she played a
pivotal role. Imprisoned inside the huge walls of
patriarchy, whose walls demean the women who
speak out; Birubala conquered the walls with her
resilience and became invincible.

There is a usual timeline that we consider ideal for
girls. But this woman, who was married at 17 and
graduated after marriage, sets an example that
there is no particular timeline for achieving our
greater goals. She is none other than the
business tycoon, Mrs. Rajni Bector, the owner of
Cremica. Awarded the Padma Shree this year,
she has made our city and womanhood proud.
With an initial investment of Rs. 20000, which she
turned into aturnover of Rs. 5 crores in five years,
Mrs. Bector carved her name on the pages of
history. The IPO of her company was
oversubscribed 198 times, making it
unforgettable in the business world. All leading
brands like McDonalds, Café Coffee Day,
Barista, Air India and many more are her regular
customers. Success is not about timeline, its not
about gender, its about determination, talent,
efficiency, creativity, hard work and in some
cases arelentless support from one's partner, like
Mrs. Bector's husband.

The late Kenyan Nobel peace laureate Wangari
Maathai well said, “The higher you go, the fewer
women there are.” And every time a woman
makes a difference, it kindles a light of hope in
women all over the world.

As Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie said in her TED
talk “We should all be feminists” and that culture
does not make people. People make culture.
Hence, we must make it a part of our culture to
give full respectto women.

Loveleen Kaur
M.A. Il Economics
Roll No. 6339
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( Factopedia

© Between the period of 1987 to 1988 a
train running from Patna to Delhi used to
take an unscheduled halt at Rampur
station every Sunday because the entire
staff and passengers would watch the
television serial Ramayan and then
resume the journey.

® Harvard University received more than
$100 million from 2010 to 2019 from
China because Xi Jingping's daughter
was studyingthere. A Harvard professor,
Charles Lieber was also arrested in 2019
because of his hidden connection with
China.
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