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3. Role of Media in English Language Teaching

Amita Rawlley Thaman
Assist Prof. PG Dept of English, SCD Govt College, Civil Lines, Ludhiana.

»IJ..
3 4

Abstract
English language leamning these days is the need of the hour. Proficiency in mum:mw

language is a prerequisite for survival in the present day competitive times, be it professional
environment or personal /social arena. English Language Teaching has come a long way over the
past century till date and the teaching strategies are still in for 5.?.05&05 each day. Linguists
are still on the lookout for an optimum syllabus for foreign language learners which would
ensure them native speaker like .v_.omomnnovn as a child is able to achieve in his formative years
with respect to his mother tongue. The V%Q. aims at capturing the various milestones in the
joumey of English Language Teaching in India and elsewhere, as the media kept on expanding
in its scope with world becoming highly approachable and accessible owing to the advent of
satellite communication and internet. The high end technology available to the learners these
days is no doubt a huge advantage but it has its own limitations.

English is the third largest spoken first language in the world after Mandarin and Spanish,
and has been dubbed as the most influential language in the world, owing to its number of
speakers (360 million) and the number of countries in which it is spoken. The reverberations of it
being primarily a language of colonial rule have long vanished and it has now assumed the
reputation of a viable lingua franca, a haven for those aspiring for visible growth in the social,

financial as well as professional arena. Ever mushrooming English training outlets are a common

sight all over India, not only in metropolitan cities but also around suburban areas. A working

knowledge, preferably a good command over English is the need of the hour if one wants to

progress in life.
English Language Teaching has come a long way over the past SEEQ til
ists are still on the lookout for an

1 date and the

teaching strategies are still in for improvement each day. Lingu

optimum syllabus for foreign language leamers which would ensure them native speaker like

proficiency, as a child is able to achieve in his formative years with respect to his mother tongue.
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Media has always paid a pivotal role in propagating new knowledge and help move the
civilization forward. From print media to audiovisual aids to social media—English language
teaching has become all the more challenging as well as interesting for both the teacher and the
taught.

Print Media

Ever since printing press came to the fore towards the end of fifteenth century, print
media has been the sole aid for language teaching. Students have heavily relied on print sources
for all courses in the form of reference books, journals, grammars, dictionaries or other forms of
printed or handwritten notes. The oldest and most conventional method of English language
teaching has been Grammar Translation Method. It focussed primarily on the skills of reading
and writing, allowed for the use of mother tongue rather freely but stressed on accuracy more
than fluency. Subsequently the reformers visualised the importance of listening and speaking
skills and brought the Direct Method of teaching to the upfront.

Audiovisual Aids, Radio and Television

During the world wars the British Broadcasting Corporation started to broadcast taped
scripts for the aid of foreign language learners. These were an instant hit and considered quite
novel and helpful to ELT students. The Army Method or the Audiovisual Method also became
popular but did not sustain the test of the marching times and soon gave way to other :.o?,x_m.
Thereafter the linguists and language teachers came about with many other methods of teaching
English for eg. the bilingual method, the structural situational approach, Total Physical
Responses, Suggestopedia etc. However the unanimously agreed upon model approach to teach

English language in the present times is Communicative Language Teaching. This method

.focuses enabling the learners to communicate with others effectively in the target language and

entails proficiency in all four skills.

From 1950s upto the 1990s tape based language labs were used as aids in teaching the
nuances of language to learners. These have now been replaced by multimedia labs and smart
classrooms. Later on, television programmes specific to the subject started being aired and were
considered of immense value to the language leamners, as visuals leave a lasting effect and

greatly enhance the learning experience.
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Viability of Corpora in Language Learning And Teaching

Abstract
The paper aims at capturing the importance and viability of corpora in language
teaching. These large databases provide real-time exposure to the learners and researchers. In

the contemporary era of knowledge deluge, corpora form an important means of quick and

accurate information gain and immensely aid in teaching, learning and research work. They

extend valuable insights to the teachers and help them in imparting effective teaching in their
classrooms. In other words, corpora have ushered in a major revolution in as much as real-
time and authentic knowledge gain is concerned. Large volumes of theoretical knowledge
along with practical illustrations can be tapped from the corpora. Corpora analyse and lay
bare the dynamics of a language. All nuances of language variation viz. dialect, accent,
register and style are now freely available for access. Authentic study materials can be
developed with the help of these. Corpora are the sweet gift of the modern world of

digitisation and information boom. We are in fact already reaping benefits from them without

knowing.

Keywords: Corpus, types of corpora, use in research, classroom pedagogy, reference

publishing, syllabus design, materials developer, tools for teaching, testing.
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The Potpourri of Language Narrative in the Wake of
Globalisation: Code-mixing and Replacement of Words by Memes

and Emoticons

Amita Rawlley Thaman
Assist Prof, Dept of English
SCD Gowt College,
Civil Lines, Ludhiana.
Pin - 141001
Mob: 8146420404
amitarawlley@gmail .com

Abstract

In the present scenario, language is fast losing its sheen and purity at the expense of

mushrooming social media and globalisation. The latter has no doubt brought the world closer

but it has infringed the purity of individual languages. In modern era, the spoken language has

assumed a life of its own, rife with peculiar idiosyncrasies and unusual combinations. Propelled

by the factors of relentless globalization and urbanisation, a new kind of language-mutant has

surfaced in the English-speaking Indian demographic. The availability and knowledge of
multiple languages is leading to rampant code-switching and code-mixing. The words and
expressions from a regional language often bleed into the anatomy of English and vice versa. A
major reason for the perilous position of contemporary language scenario is the fading glory of
indigenous cultures and civilisation in the face of Western systems of dressing, eating, speaking
and interacting Also, in the contemporary times there is excessive use of various kinds of
memes and emojis. This is leading to massive deterioration of the language narrative in general.
Just as extensive use of artificial intelligence is taking posterity on the path of reduced
cognitivity and alertness, similarly substitution of regular words in communication by memes.
emoticons and cartoons is gnawing at the very roots of the language ability of humanity.
Language is a kind of witchcraft, a science, an organic entity which has grown and ewolved
with its users. So the question arises: should this invasion on the language narative be allowed
to go unchecked or reined in before it assumes the shape of a hollow, philistine ‘language
sham’?

Language use is more like a litmus test for what is happening in the wider societies. Where
language use changes, there is an underlying social upheaval that may have environmental,
economic, or political causes.
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A Panoramic View of the Language
Narrative in India: Times Ancient, Colonial
and Present

Amita Rawlley Thaman
Assist Prof, SCD Govt College, Ludhiana.

Abstract: Language of a nation or a community is highly instrumental in preserving its heritage
and individuality through written and spoken discourses. India is a land of multitudes of not
only religions, festivals, communities and ethnicities; it harbours hundreds of languages too.
This has been described using many terms such as melting pot, salad bowl etc. But none of
these can capture the essence of Indian multilingualism which is unique, with no parallel
anywhere in the world. Over the past one thousand years, India as a nation has gone through
alot of linguistic overhauling. The language system in India has witnessed huge transformation
owing to numerous invaders, rulers and travellers rummaging the nation inside out. Vedic
period saw Sanskrit language flourishing and enriching the nation; the Mughal rulers brought
Persian to the Indian subcontinent, the British infiltrated our system with their native language
and wanted us to learn just enough English so as to facilitate them in the administration of the
country. But in the current scenario, the reverberations of English being primarily a language
of colonial rule have long vanished and it has now assumed the reputation of a viable lingua
SJranca, a haven for those aspiring for visible growth in the social, financial as well as
professional arena. English continues to be the associate official language of the country along
with Hindi and forms a unifying strand sweeping across our multilingual population. In this
paper I have tried to trace the linguistic history of India with special reference to India’s pre
and post independence language policy and the current language situation. We have come a
long way from Sanskrit to English. In one way it is good that we have adapted change and
progressed but on the other hand, it can be only ruefully stated that our indigenous languages
are rapidly denigrating and demand urgent attention.

Key Words: Ancient India, Advent of British, Language Policy, Current Scenario.

Introduction

Language is a gift of God to humanity. Human beings are uniquely and naturally
endowed with the ability to speak and express themselves. Language of a nation or a
community is highly instrumental in preserving its heritage and individuality through written
and spoken discourses. India is a land of multitudes of not only religions, festivals,
communities and ethnicities: it harbours hundreds of languages too. This has been described
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Women Empowerment: Paradigm Shift in Gender
Equations in Urban India

Amita Rawlley Thaman
Assist Prof, PG Dept of English
SCD Govt College, Ludhiana

Abstract:- Every human being is born a unique individual and has specific personality traits. But certain traits

are precluded in a gender. Gender has been an important issue in humankind since ancient period. Gender

distinction entails /assigns specific social and cultural roles Jor individuals. Gender bias has seeped into our

collective conscious since times immemorial. Women have always been taught to be tolerant and submissive; to

watch’ what they say and ‘when’ they say, and to avoid ‘loud’ behaviour. The patriarchal system of society

teaches women fo internalize the concept of male domination in the process of their socialization. There is

palpable evidence to prove that women during the Vedic period earned utmost respect and position in society.

That is the reason probably why the Vedic society flourished, prospered and touched the pinnacles of glory. In

contemporary times however, women are fighting vehemently for their stature. They are most of the times treated
like a commodity. Where they find a way, they outshine their male counterparts and prove their mettle over and
over again. Today, there is a lot of rise in consciousness amongst women, especially in urban areas. Women in

India have finally come to realize that they have a separate identity, a self apart from the family. They have slowly
mustered courage enough to proclaim their individuality, to reject subordination through domestication. Literate
women are more enlightened about their rights and duties. . Both men and women are the Iynchpin of a society
and civilization. Together they carry forward the seeds of procreation, impart life to it and nurture it. The need
of the hour is to recognize the importance of women in our society. All social evils like eve-teasing, rape, dowry,
domestic violence and female foeticide et cetera have to be nipped in the bud. Women do not need to be treated
special. They need to be treated with equality and dignity.

Keywords: Gender bias, gender gap, urban India, emerging roles.

Man for the field and woman for the hearth:
Man for the sword and for the needle she:
Man with the head and woman with the heart:
Man to command and woman to obey;

All else confusion.

--Lord Tennyson
(The Princess)
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Abstract
¢ been endowed with this capability which is used by them to

communicate with cach other. Quite a number of people are monolingual. substantid number of speakers are
bilingual. and yet others are multilingual who know more than (wo languages. Motivation of aleamecr as well as
the learning environment available to a leamer are the two prime factors which decide the success rate of the
leamer in leaming the target language. Studies by linguists have shown that age also is a major deciding factor as
far as the proficiency of the target language is concemed. Second Language Acquisition (SLA) has been a matter
of debate and discussion since the last century. Various linguists have tried to figure out the exact blucprint ofthe
process behind second language acquisition. Some have given prominence to the language environment available
(o the language leamers. Others hav ¢ brought to the fore an innate capacity in human beings to acquire language
through complex cognitive activity. Still others have given importance to a filter and monitoring process in

language lcamning. All said and done. language lcaming is a highly complex phenomenon amongst humans. It is a
precious gifi to humankind. Linguists are still on the lookout for a psy chologically optimal syllabus of SLA which
would result in one hundred percent language proficiency as is the case in First Language ‘Acquisition. In this
paper | have tried to provide a critical overview of the various theorics surrounding SLA.

| anguage is a complex phenomenon. Humans hav

Key Words: behay jourism. mentalist critical period hypothesis. inter language, universal grammar, acculturation

Introduction
g of a new language aller the mother tongue (L1) has been

the child or the lcamer is five years old, he has internalised the system o f his mother tongue
o leamn another language. Not all the native speakers leam a second language (L2).
Quite a number 0 { people are monolingual. a substantial number of spcakers are bilingual, and yet others are
multilingual who know more than two languages. Motivation of a leamer as well as the leaming envi ronment
available 1o a leamer are the two prime factors whi ch decide the success rate of the leamer in leaming the target
language. Studies by linguists have shown that age also is a major deciding factor as far as the proficiency of the

Lareel language is concem ed.

Sevond Language Acquisition pertains 10 the leamin

mastered. By the time
or native language and is ready t

Behaviourist Approach

dominant during the middle o I the twentieth century. It basically entered into the
field of language from the field of psychology. The main proponents of behaviourism were psy chologists and
Skinner, Watson, Lado and Bloomfield. The behaviourists opined that language lcaming takes
{ habit- formation and operant conditioning. The learners receive stimuli fom the environment
e course of time they are conditioned 10 give correct responses. l.camers leam

This approach was particularly

linguists like
placc as result ©
and respond 1o these stimuli. In du
through observation and imitation

Copyright © 2019Authors
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Anita Desais The Artist of Disappearance:
Reverberations of Defeat And Disillusionment

Amita Rawlley Thaman*
Abstract

The present paper aims to capture the portrayal of characters
and the Kkind of life throbbing within them in Anita Desais
The Artist of Disappearance. 1t is a collection of three
talesThe Museum of Final Journéys, Translator
Translated, and The Artist of Disappearance. True to the
literary tradition set by herself, all three tales comprise of
_heartrending descriptions of the inner workings of peoples
mindstheir fears, weaknesses, complexes_-and failures."All
the three tales reverberate of the bitter realities of
contemporary times. The characters depict the precarious
predicaments they face whereby Desai gives us glimpses of
their lives, the pangs of conscience or the dilemmas they
face, the failures they witness owing to their personal
weaknesses or inhibitions. They all are essentially a part of
modern, corrupt world where people are too materialistic, too
selfish to think about others or to do something for them.

Keywords : Ordeal , Disillusionment , inhibtions, complexes.

Anita Desai has embellished the Indian literary scene for over
fifry years now. Desai is an artist of a high order and her concern for
the human lot has imparted profound appeal to her novels. As a
novelist, Desai has always sought to examine the interior landscape,
the psychic life of her characters. All her protagonists are rather
intense and self-absorbed. In her earlier novels like Cry, The Peacock,
Where Shall We Go This Summer, and Voices in the City, Desai
writes primarily about human relationships. Family and familial
relationships have always played crucial roles in her fictional world.
In Desais fiction, one does miss the warmth and compassion for the
Incian humanity as a whole. This is because Desai feels about India
as an Indian, while she thinks about it as an outsider. Desais fictional

w Assistant Professor, Umﬁmﬂgg.ﬁ of English, SCD Government

_ College, Ludhiana,
. 82
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Anita Desais The Artist of Disappearance... 83

world is not bathed in the clear light of day but in the murk of
despair. Her neurotic protagonists are born to suffer. Nothing redeems
either their life or their world:neither hope, nor delusion, and
certainly never love, courage , or passion. R.K. Narayan writes of
similarly vulnerable creatures, but seldom with such a sense of doom.
—P.S. Chauhan, (Encyclopaedia of Post-Colonial Literatures in English)

Desais writing style is simply inimitable. For etching her
characters on to the literary landscape, Desai uses a number of
techniques. There is no linear movement in her novels. As she pens
down the innermost feelings, conflicts and dilemmas of her characters,
she resorts to flashbacks, diary entries and interior monologue. The
disturbed psyche of the protagonist is at times depicted in sharp contrast
to a placid description of nature which serves to sensitise the readers
all the more towards the turmoil of the characters. All her chief
characters are intense and self-absorbed, there is a rather heightened
level of awareness, a strong sense of individuality and yet paradoxically
a clear-cut quest for identity of the self. They are in search of the truth
underlying the surface level of life. In an interview with Yashodara
Dalmia, Desai acknowledged: Ones preoccupation can only be a
perpetual searchfor meaning, for values, for dare I say it truth. I
think of the world as an icebergthe one-tenth visible above the
surface is what we call reality, but the nine-tenths that are submerged
make-up the truth, and that is what one is trying to explore.

The Artist of Disappearance by Anita Desai is a collection of
three talesThe Museum of Final Journeys, Translator Translated,
and The Artist of Disappearance. True to the literary tradition set
by herself, all three tales comprise of heartrending descriptions of the
inner workings of peoples mindstheir fears, weaknesses, complexes
and failures.The first story The Museum of Final Journeys deals
with the early career experiences of a disinterested male government
civil servant newly posted in a remote station of North-eastern India.
There are vivid descriptions of the primitive residence allotted to him
and the solitary, languishing hours he spends there after workwith
practically no alternatives for pastime, no social life, nothing to look
forward to. He stumbles upon an estate on the verge of ruin, faces a
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English in India— A Need for Revamping and Optimising the
Syllabus Design

Amita Rawlley Thaman*®
Abstract

The indomitable presence of English in the national and nternational arena as a language of surgmg
opportunities is but obvious. India is a country with a multitude of religions, communities and consequently languages.
but we need to put our home language preferences and our differences aside and work on the language that unites us
nationally, and that is incidentally English. In this scenario, we must work towards a novel approach regarding our
teaching of English at primary. sc.condar) and tertiary levels. Keeping in mind what can be realistically delivered in the
Indian language situation. there are serious points 10 ponder Not only do we need o rework our methodology and
practices of English teaching. we must train our teachers before that, 1o effectively deliver those changes. A structured
approach needs 1o be formulated at the national level. Though at the outset this idea seems to be difficult to formulate and
subsequently implement. it is not impossible. There may be some initial hiccups on the way but we are a nation with a
history of exemplary endurance and perseverance. We can definitely sail through the storms and unleash newer
opportunities for our youth which is eluding the nation mn search of greener pastures.

Key Words: Revamping the svllabus design, teacher training. rejuvenating the evaluation system, limitations
of Indian situation.

English is the largest spoken language in the world followed by Mandarin. Hindi and Spanish
respectively. and has been dubbed as the most influential language in the world. owing 1o its number ol
speakers (1.132 billion) and the number of countries in which it is spoken. The reverberations of it being
primarily a language of colonial rule have long vanished and it has now assumed the reputation of a viable
lingua franca. a haven for those aspiring for visible growth in the social. tinancial as well as professional
arena. Ever mushrooming English training outlets are a common sight all over India. notonly in metropolitan
cities but also around suburban arcas.

A working knowledge. preferably a good command over English is the need ot the hour ifone wants
1o progress in life. But the moot point is—why can’'t we teach English to our students during years ofregular
study? Why do they have to pay a hefty Tee 1o these private education business eentres tor something which
could have been covered in school and college? Iy our education system faulty 2 Are our teachers o be
blamed. or are the students less serious in their tounding years? Welll the answer is no. Lhe problem lies in
our prescribed syllabus of English as well as our teaching methodology. We urgently need 1o revamp our
syllabus of English at primary . secondary and tertiary levels reinvent our methods of teaching, The blueprint
of the present line of syllabus was designed by the British who wanted us 10 Tearn just enough English so as
1o fucilitate them in the administration of the country . But today our needs and goals are ditterent. English
continues 1o be the associate official languape of the country along with Hindi and torms o unifying strand
sweeping across our multilingual population,

Revamping the Syllabus Design
"What is important is that a student who learns English ax a second language should be able 1o feel thar he
has the basic machinery to sav what he wants. 1t is not casy to instill this confidence in the student; it calls
ror considerable preparation and creative thought on the part of the teacher.”
C Paul Verghese,
leaching English as a Second Language

Compumnicative Language Teaching is the modern stundard method of teaching English. It focuses
on the development of all four skills of language but our method for teaching English is still essentially
Grammear Translation Method. Students study a couple ot stories, poems and prose writings along with a few
concepts delincated tor grammar. Of course, 1o teach language, we do need 1o fall back on ]ilcrulurc as
rcaching in context is always fruitful but we have always overlooked the importance of listening and
speaking skills. In comvents and public schools. students are accustomed 1o converse in [ingli.»l;!‘mm
Kindergarten stage, but in government schools students speak the regional language even in the English
period. The teacher weaches English in the regional lunguage. Thus their exposure 1o the Iunguuéu is
minimised. The spirit of leaming the language in the natural way is marred in the founding years itself,

I'he current curricula and the system of teaching English needs 1o be reviewed and revised. What we
need o do is 1o inroduce a practical module of English whereby the students would be taught how 1o
comeerse in Englishy in fact how to think in English and then effectively -

communicate in it. Here. the focus should be on teaching all the four skills—Listening, Speaking.
Reading and Writing. There should be separate modules for learning of pronunciation, gr‘ummm' and
vocabulary. Graded lessons in transcription, translation and transformation of sentences should be selected
and presented atall Tey cls. The students should be put at ease with the language so much so that they no

“ Asaist Prof, Deptof English, SCD Govt College, Civil Lines, Ludhiana.
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Symbolism and Colour Play in F. Scott Fitzgerald's
The Great Gatsby
AmitaRawlleyThaman
Assist Prof, P.G Dept. of English, SCD Govt College, Ludhlana.

Abstract

F. Scott Fitzgerald's brilliant masterpiece The Greal Gatsby stands ground as one of the finest
epitomes of twentieth century America. It is a meticulous and perfect representative of the Jazz Age
America. The novel may have been conceived as the personal history of one man's infatuation for a
woman but what it became in the writing is something much more compelling. Of all Fitzgerald’s'
novels, this one shows the greatest consciousness of form in its construction.A subtle symbolism
permeates all through the novel. A symbol is made here to function on several levels at once, fitting
into the action at the same time as it represents an idea. There is an abundance not only of physical
symbols in the novel but those that symbolize action and place as well. This paper aims to throw light
on the symbolism and intricate colour play embedded in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby.
The novel is laden with symbols. The symbols in The Great Gatsby are inextricably a part of the
novel's fabric. Some of them are mentioned only once and are used to help in our identification of a
character's personality. Fitzgerald has shown immaculate dexterity in the use of colour all through the
novel. Colours play a pertinent role in depicting the characters and theme of the novel; colours
achieve a symbolism of their own. Even the names in the novel are symbolic and have allegorical
connotations. Thus it appears as if owing to the commendable talent of F. Scott Fitzgerald, symbolism
and carefully sprinkled colour play has naturally seeped into the design of the novel giving
underpinnings to the main action in the novel.

Key Words: Physical symbols, Action symbols, Colour play, Symbolic names.

F. Scott Fitzgerald's brilliant masterpiece The Great Gatsby was published in 1925 and is one of the
finest epitomes of twentieth century America. It is a meticulous and perfect representative of the Jazz
Age America. Gatsby has a double virtue. Except for The Sun Also Rises, it is the best picture we
possess of the age in which it was written and it also achieves q sort of moral permanence.
Flitzgerald's story of the innocent murdered suitor Jfor wealth is a compendious fable of the 1920s thar
will survive as a legend for other time.(Cowley, 141).The Great Gatsby may have been conceived as
the personal history of one man's infatuation for a woman but what it became in the writing is
something much more compelling. Of all Fitzgerald’s' novels this one shows the greatest
consciousness of form in its construction. A subtle symbolism permeates all through the novel, A
symbol is made here to function on several levels at once, fitting into the action at the same time as it
represents an idea. There is an abundance not only of physical symbols in the novel but those that
symbolize action and place as well.

Let us first take up the physical symbols. It is hardly too much to say that the whole being of Gatsby
exists only in relation to what the green light symbolizes. The green light on Daisy's dock across the
bay is referred to time and again in the novel, It curiously stands for hope - hope for a future for
Gatsby, and in a broader sense, the future of America, the fulfilment of the ever-elusive American
Dream. lts immediale function is that it signals Gatsby into his future, away from the cheapness of his
affair with Daisy which he has vainly tried (and desperately continues Irying) to create in the image
of his vision.(Bewley, 280). The green light symbol proves very successful as it is firstly visually
effective, as it shimmers across the bay, and secondly it encapsulates Gatsby's rather naive sense of
the future. The colour green is a motif sprinkled throughout the novel. It has been used by Fitzgerald
as many as nineteen times for various reasons, Apart from a copious mention of the light that shines
across the dock, there is a mention of the green ticket, green leather, green golf links and even
Wilson’s face is green in sunlight. The symbol makes a heart-rending closing of the novel, as it
encloses the essence of the American Dream, Gatsby beljeved in rhe green light, the orgiastic future,
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